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Legal  Actions  Plague  SF  Gays 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  —  For 


the  first  time,  San  Francisco  is 
witnessing  the  filing  of  lawsuits 
against  gay  groups  and  individuals 
by  a  gay  organization. 

One  suit  has  already  been  filed 
by  the  Pride  Foundation,  which 
manages  a  gay  center  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  and  a  representative  of 
Pride  has  said  that  suits  might 
have  been  filed  against  slain 
mayor  George  Moscone  and  su¬ 
pervisor  Harvey  Milk  had  they  not 
been  assassinated  last  year.  Pride 
has  filed  charges  against  the  Gay 
Freedom  Day  Committee,  Inc., 
and  actions  are  being  considered 
against  the  newly-formed  Gay 
Community  Center,  Inc.,  Don 
Knutson,  a  director  of  Gay  Rights 
Advocates,  and  the  Bay  Area  Re¬ 
porter ,  a  gay  newspaper  in  the 
city. 

Perry  George,  vice-president  of 
Pride,  was  quoted  in  the  BAR  as 
saying,  “The  roof  was  about  to 
fall  in  on  Harvey  Milk  and  George 
Moscone  before  they  got  shot.  We 
were  talking  to  the  FBI  about 
Moscone  and  the  CETA  scam, 
and  about  Milk  and  his  violations 
of  the  Hatch  Act.”  (The  mayor’s 
office  administers  the  CETA 
program,  which  provides  federal¬ 
ly-funded  jobs;  the  Hatch  Act  is  a 
reference  to  a  federal  law  which 
prohibits  government  employees 
from  getting  involved  in  certain 
political  activities.) 

One  source  of  Pride’s  anger  is 

the  formation  or  a  group  called 

Gay  Community  Center,  Inc., 
begun  by  a  group  of  activists  re¬ 
presenting  some  30  organizations. 
Their  goal  is  to  organize  a  perma¬ 
nent  gay  community  center  which 
would  have  broad  community 
support.  The  city  Board  of  Super¬ 
visors  has  unanimously  endorsed 
a  proposal  for  federal  funding  of 
such  a  center,  but  the  funding  has 


yet  to  be  approved  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Housing  and  Urban  De¬ 
velopment,  which  must  approve 
the  plan.  As  yet,  no  formal  pro¬ 
posal  has  been  made  to  HUD. 

In  the  process  of  hearings  be¬ 
fore  the  Citizens  Advisory  Com¬ 
mittee  to  Community  Develop¬ 
ment,  the  proposal  by  Gay  Com¬ 
munity  Center,  Inc.,  received 
more  support  than  a  proposal 
filed  by  Pride,  and,  in  addition,  it 
had  the  backing  of  the  Communi¬ 
ty  Development  Board. 

Pride  currently  operates  a  gay 
community  center  in  a  leased 
building  at  330  Grove  Street,  and 
the  city  is  reported  to  want  that 
property  in  order  to  build  a  park¬ 
ing  garage  for  the  new  Performing 
Arts  Center,  which  is  under  con¬ 
struction  nearby.  Pride  charges 
that,  in  the  hearings  before  the 
Citizens  Advisory  Committee,  its 
application  was  “pulled,  .  .  .  and 
[they]  substituted  the  Other  one, 
which  is  against  the  law.” 

Pride’s  attack  on  Gay  Rights 
Advocates  centers  around  Don 
Knutson  and  Matt  Coles,  who 
were  two  of  Pride’s  chief  attor¬ 
neys  until  their  withdrawal  from 
the  foundation  in  order  to  form 
GRA,  a  public  interest  law  firm. 
Knutson,  over  a  two-year  period, 
initiated  several  legal  actions  on 
Pride’s  behalf,  working  without  a 
salary,  and  later  accepted  a  gift  of 
$20,000  for  his  services.  That  gift 
was  channeled  through  the  tax-ex¬ 
empt  Pride  Foundation,  with  the 

approval  of  the  foundation.  Now, 
Pride  is  demanding  an  accounting 
of  what  Knutson  did  with  the 
money. 

The  BAR  quotes  Pride’s  Perry 
George  as  saying,  “The  roof  is 
going  to  fall  in  on  Gay  Rights  Ad¬ 
vocates  very  quickly.  Pride’s 
going  to  get  them.  They  used  a 
tax-exempt  foundation  to  get 


away  with  murder.  We  can’t  stand 
still  and  let  people  rip  us  off.” 

In  the  suit  filed  against  the  Gay 
Freedom  Day  Committee,  Inc., 
Pride,  which  acted  as  the  legal  fis¬ 
cal  agent  for  last  year’s  parade, 
charges  that  the  parade  organizers 
have  not  yet  turned  over  adequate 
records  to  Pride,  and  that  the 
foundation  is  therefore  unable  to 
compile  adequate  tax  reports. 
Pride  is  also  demanding  that  all 
parade  money  be  turned  over  to 
them.  The  foundation’s  fear  is 
that  there  will  be  trouble  with  the 
federal  government  unless  they  get 
the  records  they  have  demanded. 
The  parade  committee  members, 
however,  have  stated  that  Pride 
has  copies  of  the  books,  as  well  as 
a  financial  report.  They  have  of¬ 
fered  to  help  organize  a  mutually- 
agreeable  group  of  gay  people  to 
resolve  the  dispute. 

Paul  Hardman,  president  of  the 
Pride  Foundation,  has  threatened 
legal  action  against  the  BAR  be¬ 
cause  “it  published  a  quote  he  had 
made  in  regard  to  his  giving  in¬ 
formation  to  a  National  Enquirer 
article.”  BAR  claims  that  the  re¬ 
sulting  article  attacked  the 
proposal  submitted  by  the  Gay 
Community  Center,  Inc.,  and  that 
Hardman  demanded  the 
retraction  of  the  quote,  which 
BAR  refused  to  do. 

George  claims  that  the  existing 
lawsuit  and  the  contemplated  suits 
are  essential  to  the  preservation  of 
Pride’s  tax-exempt  status.  Legal 
action  is  also  contemplated 
against  several  city  officials, 
including  a  former  aide  to  city  su¬ 
pervisors  Harvey  Milk  and  Harry 
Britt.  The  issues  of  parade  fund¬ 
ing  for  1978  and  the  idea  of  a  new, 
permanent  community  center  are 
the  two  key  issues  in  all  the  ac¬ 
tions. 


Revere  Sex  Cases  Resolved 


By  Tom  Reeves 

BOSTON  —  A  check  of  court 
actions  pending  against  gay  men 
in  Massachusetts  reveals  that 
many  cases  have  been  resolved.  In 
many  cases,  the  charges  have  been 
dropped  or  the  men  found  inno¬ 
cent.  Almost  no  men  —  perhaps 
none  —  have  received  prison  sen¬ 
tences  for  non-coercive  sex  acts 
with  males.  This  is  in  contrast  to 
cases  in  recent  years  which  show 
that  there  are  more  than  50  men 
serving  sentences  a‘t  Bridgewater 
or  elsewhere  for  non-coercive  acts 
with  adolescent  males.  Some  of 
these  men  have  been  incarcerated 
for  more  than  20  years. 

Among  the  dramatic  develop¬ 
ments  is  the  rapid  disposition  of 
the  so-called  Revere  cases  by  the 
newly  elected  District  Attorney  in 
Boston.  Of  the  original  24,  several 
were  dropped  at  an  early  stage 
because  of  mistakes  in  identity  or 
evidence.  The  remaining  cases 
were  carried  over  until  late  last 
year.  One  man,  Dr.  Donald  Allen, 
was  found  guilty  of  having  sex 
with  a  consenting  14-year-old  boy 
and  was  given  supervised  proba¬ 
tion  under  the  condition  that  he 
seek  psychiatric  counsel.  The 
maximum  possible  sentence  for 
sex  with  minors  in  Massachusetts 
(persons  under  16)  is  life  impri¬ 
sonment. 

This  week,  two  men  were  com¬ 
pletely  exonerated.  Four  counts  of 
statutory  rape  involving  14-year- 
old  males  were  “noil  prossed” 
(exonerated)  in  the  case  of 
Richard  Kellaher.  The  state  ad¬ 
mitted  that  the  dates  indicated  in 


those  indictments  were  not  correct 
and  that  other  evidence  was 
“faulty.”  Such  a  dismissal  indi¬ 
cates  that  the  indictments  were 
“improvidently  granted  and 
incorrect  in  substance.”  Although 
Richard  Kellaher’s  name  and  ad¬ 
dress  appeared,  along  with  the 
others,  on  the  front  page  of  the 
Boston  Herald- American,  the 
Globe,  and  in  other  media,  no 
mention  has  been  made  in  those 
media  of  his  exoneration  to  date. 
A  second  man,  George  Dreifus, 
was  also  exonerated  when  the 
state  was  unable  to  find  the  al¬ 
leged  victim.  The  charge  of  statu¬ 
tory  rape  against  him  was 
dropped. 

Two  other  men  had  their  cases 
continued  without  a  finding  for 
two  years,  which  is  tantamount  to 
a  dismissal  of  those  cases.  Ten 
cases  of  the  original  24  have  been 
plea-bargained  over  the  past  three 
months,  and  the  stiffest  sentence 
in  the  plea  bargaining  thus  far  has 
been  five  years’  unsupervised  pro¬ 
bation.  None  of  these  men  has 
been  required  to  undergo  psychia¬ 
tric  evaluation  or  therapy.  Asst- 
District  Attorney  Thomas  Butters 
sees  this  as  evidence  that  the  office 
of  District  Attorney  Byrne  was 
justified  in  pressing  the  cases.  He 
says,  “The  sex  acts  did  happen. 
One  may  disagree  about  the  laws 
or  the  age  of  consent,  and  one 
may  protest  stiff  penalties,  but  in 
almost  every  case  we  can  safely 
say  that  sex  between  boys  and  men 
was  going  on.  In  Paluso’s  house 
especially,  there  was  sex  going  on 


regularly,  and  for  a  long  time.  So 
many  men  have  plead  guilty,  that 
I  view  this  as  proof  of  the  integri¬ 
ty,  if  you  will,  of  the  position  the 
District  Attorney’s  office  has 
taken.”  When  asked  about  the 
original  charges  that  the  boys  were 
8-12  instead  of  13-15,  as  later  pro¬ 
ven,  and  about  other  errors  in  the 
original  statements  of  the  former 
District  Attorney,  Butters  said, 
“Mistakes  were  certainly  made. 
There  was  some  sloppy  work  and 
things  were  rushed.  Young  boys 
were  involved,  after  all.  Some  of 
the  cases  were  not  connected  and 
somehow  they  were  connected  in 
the  media.  Beyond  that,  the  media 
made  mistakes.  But  I  think  the 
fact  that  so  many  plead  guilty 
proves  that  these  cases  should 
have  been  prosecuted.” 

One  of  those  who  plea-bar¬ 
gained  disagrees.  Ed  Mede  last 
week  pleaded  guilty  to  one  count 
of  sex  with  a  minor  under  16. 
“This  does  not  prove  my  gilt,”  he 
insists.  “It  proves  the  injustice  of 
the  whole  system.  I  could  not  go 
on  paying  for  my  attorney 
through  a  long  trial.  I  have 
already  lost  my  means  of  liveli¬ 
hood  because  of  this  case.  I  did 
not  want  to  face  life  in  prison  be¬ 
cause  of  the  whim  of  a  biased 
judge  or  juror.  You  will  notice 
that  it  took  this  long  for  them  to 
get  me  or  any  of  the  others  to 
‘plea  bargain.’  That  is  because  we 
would  not  accept  their  offers  of 
reduced  sentencing  or  psychiatric 
evaluation  and  therapy.  We  knew 
that  such  plea  bargaining  landed 
Continued  on  Page  6 


Supt.  John  F.  Doyle 


No  Action  Against  Together 


By  David  Brill 

BOSTON  —  Local  bar  mana¬ 
gers  are  still  reeling  over  the  de¬ 
cision  of  the  Boston  Licensing 
Board  to  take  no  action  against 
the  license  of  1 10  Boylston  Street, 
Inc.,  otherwise  known  as  Togeth¬ 
er,  after  a  hearing  was  held  last 
month  on  ten  separate  police  com¬ 
plaints  against  the  establishment. 
Most  of  t£e  offenses  cited  at  the 
hearing  involved  the  sale  of  drugs 
on  the  premises,  while  one  parti¬ 
cular  charge  involved  the  stabbing 
death  of  a  man  who  had  gone  to 
the  Together  men’s  room,  alleged¬ 
ly  to  purchase  cocaine. 

The  response  of  one  bar  mana¬ 
ger  was,  “We  try  our  best  to  keep 
the  troublemakers  out  of  our  bar, 
to  keep  drugs  out,  and  all  that. 
Now  the  Licensing  Board  had  the 
most  notorious  drug  store  in  the 
city  before  it,  and  nothing  hap¬ 
pened  —  that’s  no  incentive  for  us 
to  keep  clean.” 

Nine  of  the  complaints  were 
filed  with  a  written  warning  to  the 
club’s  manager,  Donald  Richard, 
from  John  L.  Tobin,  executive 
secretary  to  the  Licensing  Board, 
to  keep  tighter  security,  especially 
in  the  rest  rooms  and  with  regard 
to  drugs.  On  the  most  serious  of¬ 
fense,  the  murder  in  the  men’s 
room,  Tobin  wrote: 

“Chairwoman  Gargiulo  voted 
to  issue  a  stern  warning  to  you 
that  you  are  responsible  to  assist 
people  known  by  you  to  be  in  dis¬ 
tress  in  and  around  your  licensed 
premise  and  that  failure  to  offer 
such  assistance  will  cause  the 
Board  to  take  action  against  your 
license.” 

Commissioner  Jon  C.  Straight 
initially  withheld  his  vote  on  this 
charge,  but  subsequently  voted  to 
suspend  Together’s  license  for  a 
period  of  seven  days.  In  his  dis¬ 
sent,  Straight  accused  Gordon 
Bucham,  a  Together  employee,  of 
hindering  the  police  investigation 
of  the  murder,  and  accused  the 
bar’s  management  of  not  being  in 
control  of  the  premises.  (Bucham 
had  named  Frank  Cashman  as  the 
manager  of  the  club,  a  statement 
officially  denied  by  Francis  J. 
DiMento,  skillful  and  longtime 
attorney  for  the  Vara  empire.) 


Commissioner  Richard  L.  Ar¬ 
rington  did  not  attend  the  hearing 
and  subsequently  did  not  vote  on 
the  charges.  Straight  told  GCN 
that  Board  Chair  Andrea  W.  Gar- 
giulo’s  unilateral  decision  to  issue 
only  a  warning  to  the  club  was  in¬ 
consistent  with  prior  Board  ac¬ 
tions.  Straight  said  that  Arrington 
should  have  been  given  a  trans¬ 
cript  of  the  hearing  so  that  he 
could  cast  the  deciding  vote. 

In  a  telephone  interview,  Gar¬ 
giulo  defended  the  Board’s  action 
on  the  murder  charge  because 
“there  was  no  evidence  that  the 
management  or  employees  knew 
about  a  murder.”  “They  should 
have  called  an  ambulance  when 
they  saw  a  man  walking  down  the 
stairs  bleeding,”  she  told  GCN. 
According  to  Gargiulo,  the  only 
evidence  offered  was  that  Togeth¬ 
er’s  coatchecker  saw  the  victim 
walking  on  the  stairs  with  blood 
on  his  pants. 

Gargiulo^  who  admitted  that 
she  has  never  been  to  Together 
but  has  “heard  all  the  stories 
about  it,”  explained,  “The 
question  is  why  aren’t  we  getting 
reports  from  the  police  on  this 
place.”  She  said  the  sergeant  who 
initially  investigated  the  stabbing 
incident  (Sgt.  Stephen  Murphy  of 
the  Vice  Control  Unit)  should 
have  instructed  Donald  Richard  to 
seal  off  the  men’s  room  upon  dis¬ 
covering  the  blood.  “Then  if  the 
management  failed  to  obey  the 
police,  I  would  have  suspended 
the  license,”  she  said. 

Finally,  Gargiulo  said  she  had 
not  seen  Tobin’s  letter  to  Donald 
Richard  informing  him  of  the 
Board’s  action.  She  stated,  how¬ 
ever,  that  Arrington  “was  going 
to  vote  with  me  anyway”  so  that 
not  printing  transcripts  of  the 
two-day  hearing  was  simply  a 
method  of  saving  the  Board  $50. 

Boston  Police  Supt.  John 
F. Doyle,  a  veteran  of  years  of  bat¬ 
tles  with  bar  owner  Henry  Vara 
and  his  associates,  specifically  de¬ 
nied  one  report  which  said  that  he 
“hit  the  ceiling”  upon  hearing  of 
the  Board’s  decision  on  Together. 
“That’s  just  not  triie,”  Doyle  told 
Continued  on  Page  6 


quote  of  the  week 

“Well,  I  was  in  practice  for  many  years  in  the  San 
Diego,  California,  area.  I  had  good  relations  with  my 
fellow  M.D.s,  but  I  never  flaunted  the  fact  that  I  had 
been  a  chiropractor  at  one  time.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I 
never  really  mentioned  it.  Now  I  do,  because  I  spent 
four  very  hard  years  of  my  life  working  for  that 
degree,  and  it’s  an  honorable  degree. 

“Listen,  if  the  gays  can  come  out  of  the  closet, 
so  can  I.”  —  Milton  Fried,  M.D.,  in  an  interview  with 
John  Yates  in  Prevention  magazine,  March  1979, 
published  by  the  Rodale  Press. 


conference  urges  non-discrimination 

MINNEAPOLIS  —  The  Conference  on  College 
Composition  and  Communication  (CCCC)  meeting 
here  on  April  7  voted  overwhelmingly  to  support 
lesbians  and  gay  males  in  the  classrooms.  The 
resolution  read,  . .  whereas  lesbians  and  gay  males 
are  now  and  have  always  been  present  in  society  and 
members  of  our  profession,  both  as  students  and 
teachers,  we,  the  members  of  CCCC,  urge  the  imme¬ 
diate  end  to  all  discrimination  against  them  wherever 
it  may  exist,  specifically  in  the  hiring  and  firing 
practices  of  our  profession,  in  the  textbooks  of  our 
discipline,  and  in  our  own  classroom  practices  and 
exchanges  with  students.”  The  Minneapolis  Conven¬ 
tion  was  the  largest  in  CCCC  history. 


poetry  contest  offers  $1000  prize 

SACRAMENTO,  CA  —  A  $1000  grand  prize  will 
be  awarded  in  the  Spring  Poetry  Competition 
sponsored  by  the  World  of  Poetry,  a  quarterly 
newsletter  for  poets. 

Poems  of  all  styles  and  on  any  subject  are  eli¬ 
gible  to  compete  for  the  grand  prize  or  for  49  other 
cash  or  merchandise  awards. 

Says  Joseph  Mellon,  contest  chairman,  “We  are 
encouraging  poetic  talent  of  every  kind,  and  expect 
our  contest  to  produce  exciting  discoveries.” 

Rules  and  official  entry  forms  are  available  from 
World  of  Poetry,  2431  Stockton  Blvd.,  Dept.  A,  Sacra¬ 
mento,  CA  95817. 

mass,  march  meeting  scheduled 

BOSTON  —  The  Massachusetts  Statewide  Con¬ 
ference  on  the  October  14  Lesbian  and  Gay  People’s 
March  on  Washington  will  be  held  on  Saturday, 
May  5,  from  9  a.m.-5  p.m.  at  the  Arlington  Street 
Church  in  Boston.  The  conference  will  feature 
speeches,  discussion  time,  caucus  and  committee 
formation  and  the  election  of  statewide  delegates  to 
the  National  Steering  Committee.  The  conference 
will  be  signed  for  the  hearing  impaired  and  childcare 
will  be  provided  by  the  Men’s  Childcare  Collective. 
The  suggested  registration  fee  is  $5  and  pre-registra¬ 
tion  is  encouraged.  Send  check  to  March  on  Wash¬ 
ington,  GCN  Box  20,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02108.  For  more  information,  call  the  Boston  Gay 
Hotline,  6  p.m. -midnight,  Monday-Friday,  at  (617) 
426-9371. 


csw  moves  ahead  on  gay  pride  week  79 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Every  gay  organization  in  the 
Los  Angeles  area  is  being  invited  to  further  the  spirit 
and  celebration  of  Gay  Pride  Week  1979  by  putting  on 
its  own  special  observance  of  the  June  event. 

The  appeal  came  from  Terry  (Spider)  Luton, 
president  of  the  Christopher  Street  West  Associa¬ 
tion,  which  has  sponsored  the  Los  Angeles  Gay  Pride 
Parade  every  year  (with  one  exception)  since  1970. 

“Gay  pride  is  much  too  important  to  leave  up  to 
one  organization,  and  I  want  to  see  everybody  get 
into  the  act  this  year,”  Luton  said. 

CSW  will  promote  the  diverse  Gay  Pride  Week 
events  by  publishing  and  distributing  a  free  Master 
Calendar  of  the  activities  held  before  and  after  CSW’s 
own  Gay  Pride  Festival. 

Gay  Pride  week  1979  will  mark  the  10th  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  New  York  City  demonstrations  which 
sparked  the  gay  liberation  movement.  The  annual  Gay 
Pride  Parade  is  slated  for  3  p.m.  Sunday,  July  1. 

Moreover,  the  parade  will  be  accompanied  by  a 
Gay  Pride  Festival  —  not  a  carnival,  as  was  the  case 
the  preceding  five  years.  There  will  be  no  carnival 
rides  and  no  carnival  atmosphere,  Luton  said. 

“Rather,  we  want  to  emphasize  a  spirit  of  joy  and 
celebration  of  gay  pride,  with  arts  and  crafts  displays, 
as  well  as  the  dozens  of  booths  for  gay  religious, 
political  and  social  organizations  and  commercial 
establishments.” 

The  Festival  will  run  for  two  days,  all  day  Satur¬ 
day,  June  30,  and  Sunday,  July  1. 

CSW  is  the  all-volunteer,  non-profit  charitable 
corporation  which,  from  its  1978  proceeds,  donated 
almost  $5,000  to  a  variety  of  gay  projects  and  organi¬ 
zations,  and  made  interest-free  loans  of  $1,000  and 
more  to  help  launch  two  other  gay  events.  Luton  said 
CSW  has  similar  plans  for  the  proceeds  from  this 
summer’s  events. 


News  Notes 


ideas  needed:  lesbian  &  gay  pride  week 

BOSTON  —  The  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 
Week  '79  Committee  is  looking  for  ideas  for  designs, 
logos,  slogans,  etc.,  for  the  publicity  of  this  year’s 
events.  We  have  many  concerns  this  year,  with  two 
major  themes.  First,  we  are  committed  to  represent¬ 
ing  the  interests  of  and  reaching  out  to  third  world 
and  working  class  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Also,  this 
year  marks  the  10th  year  of  struggle  for  our  rights  as 
lesbians  and  gay  men  as  it  is  the  10th  anniversary  of 
the  historic  Stonewall  rebellion.  Since  the  first  Gay 
Pride  marchr,  the  event  has  grown  to  embrace  a  femin¬ 
ist  perspective.  We  are  now  concerned  with  the 
rights  of  third  world  and  working  class  lesbians  and 
gay  men,  and  of  youth  and  older  people,  and  the 
handicapped,  as  well  as  with  the  connections  be¬ 
tween  the  feminist  and  gay  movements.  We  need  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  to  submit  their  creations  as  soon 
as  possible,  so  that  we  can  begin  to  reach  as  many 
people  as  we  can  —  especially  those  we  have  never 
reached  before. 

We  are  interested  in  logos/designs  of  complexi¬ 
ties  varying  from  the  small  and  simple  for  buttons,  to 
t-shirts,  to  more  elaborate  posters.  If  you  have  any 
ideas,  sketches,  questions,  or  can  help  in  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  these  publicity  materials,  come  to  our  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Pride  Week  committee  meeting  (see  GCA/’s 
calendar)  or  contact  Margie  at  254-4454. 

how  gay  is  gay? 

NEW  YORK  CITY  —  Time  magazine,  in  its  April 
23  issue,  features  a  story  entitled  “How  Gay  Is  Gay?” 
A  compilation  of  interviews  done  with  lesbians  and 
gay  men  in  several  areas  of  the  United  States,  the 
cover  story  deals  with  the  progress  gay  people  are 
making  toward  equality.  Representatives  of  several 
gay  publications  are  quoted,  as  well  as  activists,  gay 
city  officials,  and  others. 

Also  in  this  issue  is  a  preview  of  the  newest 
study  of  homosexuality  by  William  Masters  and  Vir¬ 
ginia  Johnson.  The  sex  researchers  arrive  at  several 
conclusions,  among  them:  committed  homosexuals 
(who  have  lived  together  for  at  least  one  year)  have  a 
more  relaxed  understanding  of  their  partners’  sexual 
needs;  both  homosexuals  and  heterosexuals  have 
the  same  low  rate  (3%)  of  failure  to  achieve  orgasm; 
“ambisexuals”  (bisexuals  who  are  attracted  to  both 
sexes)  have  few  sex  fantasies  and  rarely  fantasize 
about  real  people;  prolonged  lovemaking  without 
orgasm  may  cause  lower  abdominal  pain  in  women, 
much  like  the  testicular  pain  experienced  by  men; 
and  heterosexual  sex  fantasies  are  common  among 
homosexuals,  just  as  the  reverse  is  true. 


kiwanis  turns  gays  away 

E.  BRIDGEWATER,  MA  —  The  Whitman  Kiwanis 
Club  has  cancelled  a  program  scheduled  for  April  17, 
which  was  to  have  featured  representatives  of  the 
Gay  Speakers  Bureau.  John  Newburg,  program  chair 
for  Whitman  Kiwanis,  first  contacted  the  GSB  in 
February,  on  his  own  initiative,  to  arrange  the  date. 
When  one  of  the  speakers  called  a  few  days  before 
the  April  event  for  clarification  of  directions,  he  was 
told  that  the  Kiwanis  board  had  decided  not  to  allow 
anyone  from  the  gay  community  to  speak  to  the 
Kiwanis.  The  reason  given  for  the  cancellation  was 
that  the  prestige  of  their  organization  might  be  im¬ 
paired,  and  they  were  concerned  that  word  might  get 
around  that  they  had  hosted  gay  people. 


free  listings  offered  in  health  guide 

NEW  YORK  CITY  —  The  National  Gay  Health 
Coalition  is  publishing  a  guide  to  gay  health  services, 
which  includes  individual  gay  health  professionals, 
clinics,  walk-in  centers,  counseling  and  referral 
agencies,  AA  meetings  for  gay  people,  help  lines,  etc. 
The  directory  is  planned  to  be  more  inclusive  and 
comprehensive  than  any  other  available  at  this  time. 

The  first  edition  of  the  National  Gay  Health 
Directory  will  be  distributed  free  to  participants  at 
the  second  annual  National  Gay  Health  Conference, 
scheduled  for  New  York  City  the  weekend  of  May 
18-20.  The  initial  publication  run  will  be  5000  copies, 
and  copies  remaining  after  the  conference  will  be 
sold  nationally  at  a  nominal  charge  to  benefit  the 
National  Gay  Health  Coalition. 

To  request  a  listing,  or  to  obtain  more  informa¬ 
tion,  write  the  National  Gay  Health  Coalition  at  55  W. 
26th  St.,  No.  402,  New  York  City  10010,  or  call  them  at 
(212)  725-0114. 

the  gay  outdoors 

BOSTON  —  The  Chiltern  Mountain  Club  has 
announced  its  schedule  of  activities  for  this  spring 
and  summer.  Included  are  overnight  hikes,  bike  trips, 
canoeing,  mountain  climbing  and  boat  trips.  Most  of 
the  events  take  place  on  Saturdays,  a  few  will  last 
several  days.  This  is  an  organization  of  gay  men  and 
lesbians  who  share  an  interest  in  outdoor  activities. 
Details  about  the  coming  events  can  be  obtained  by 
writing  Chiltern  Mountain  Club,  Box  30,  102  Charles 
St.,  Boston  02114. 


shea  apologizes 

BOSTON  —  Rep.  Philip  L.  Shea  (D-Lowell)  last 
week  formally  apologized  to  Rep.  Barney  Frank  for 
his  remarks  at  a  March  27  hearing  before  the  Legis¬ 
lature’s  Commerce  and  Labor  Committee.  (See  GCN, 
Vol.  6,  No.  36).  At  that  hearing  on  H2527,  legislation 
adding  “sexual  or  affectional  preference”  to  the 
state’s  anti-discrimination  laws,  Shea  testified  that 
Frank  had  told  him  that  the  bill  “wasn’t  worth  the 
piece  of  paper  it  is  written  on.” 

A  latecomer  to  the  local  anti-gay  movement, 
Shea  made  other  contradictory  remarks  at  the 
hearing  for  which  he  has  not  yet  apologized.  For 
example,  though  he  said  his  “personal  feelings 
[about  gays]  are  irrelevant,”  he  said,  “I’m  not  for 
legislation  which  will  make  this  Commonwealth  a 
mecca  for  homosexuality.  Let  them  stay  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.”  In  other  words,  at  the  same  time  he  was 
calling  the  legislation  unnecessary,  he  expressed 
fear  about  its  potential  impact. 

He  also  said  later  that  he  felt  he  could  support 
the  legislation  if  the  bill’s  advocates  could  produce  a 
single  example  of  anti-gay  discrimination. 

In  a  handwritten  letter  to  Frank,  Shea  stated,  “I 
thought  this  note  would  try  to  reflect  to  you  and  your 
constituents  my  sincere  regrets.”  Frank,  who  abso¬ 
lutely  hates  being  misquoted,  said  he  accepts  Shea’s 
apology. 


brown  acts  to  ban  bias 

SACRAMENTO,  CA  —  California  Gov.  Jerry 
Brown  has  issued  an  executive  order  banning  dis¬ 
crimination  against  homosexual  persons  in  employ¬ 
ment  with  government  agencies  under  his  control. 
The  order  was  the  fulfillment  of  a  promise  he  made 
early  last  month  at  a  meeting  of  liberal  Democrats. 

Earlier  this  year,  Brown  publicly  backed  legisla¬ 
tive  proposals  aimed  at  outlawing  employment  dis¬ 
crimination  against  gays  throughout  the  state,  in 
private  employment  as  well  as  in  government.  Those 
proposals,  however,  remain  stymied  in  committee. 

Because  those  proposals  are  still  bottled  up, 
Brown  made  the  decision  to  act  independently  of  the 
legislature  to  ensure  that  lesbians  and  gay  men 
would  face  no  discrimination  in  employment  with  the 
various  departments,  agencies,  and  boards  of  the 

executive  branch  of  the  state  government. 

In  his  five-paragraph  statement,  Brown  said, 
“Government  must  not  single  out  sexual  minorities 
for  harassment  or  recognize  sexual  orientation  as  a 
basis  for  discrimination.” 


gay  democrats  make  endorsement 

Philadelphia,  PA  —  At  its  April  12th  meeting,  the 
Walt  Whitman  Democratic  Club,  a  political  organiza¬ 
tion  headed  by  30  openly-gay  Democratic  Committee- 
persons,  voted  to  endorse  William  Klenk  for  Mayor. 
At  a  mayoral  candidates  forum  for  the  gay  community 
on  March  27,  Klenk  pledged  to  appoint  an  advisory 
council  for  sexual  minorities  and  actively  support  a 
gay  rights  bill. 

“It  is  the  mandate  of  our  community  from  both 
polls  and  the  favorable  reaction  of  gay  leaders  that 
makes  our  endorsement  of  Klenk  one  with  solid  vote 
backing,”  said  WWDC  President  Jeff  Britton.  “Bill 
Klenk’s  warm  reception  by  many  feminist  organiza¬ 
tions  further  confirms  our  belief  in  his  commitment 
to  equal  rights  for  all  that  will  be  realized  in  a 
responsive  city  government,”  he  added. 


gay  law  clinic  to  open 

CHICAGO,  IL  —  A  free  legal  clinic  specializing 
in  service  to  the  Chicago  area’s  lesbian  and  gay  male 
community  will  begin  operations  on  Tuesday,  May  6. 

The  legal  project  will  be  the  first  of  its  kind  in  the 
Chicago  area  and  one  of  a  few  in  the  nation. 

Known  as  the  Gay  Horizons  Legal  Services  Pro¬ 
gram,  it  is  part  of  Gay  Horizons,  Inc.,  an  umbrella 
social  services  agency  that  also  operates  the  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Switchboard  (312929-HELP), the  Gay 
Peoples’  Counseling  Service,  and  other  programs. 

Office  space  at  3225  North  Sheffield  Avenue, 
Chicago,  will  be  provided  by  the  Lake  View  Mental 
Health  Council. 

Staffed  by  volunteer  lawyers,  law  students,  and 
other  volunteers,  the  program  was  started  in 
response  to  increasingly  frequent  requests  for  at- 
•torneys  sensitive  to  gay  and  lesbian  issues,  growing 
opportunities  for  legal  action  to  advance  gay  and 
lesbian  rights,  and  an  ever-larger  number  of  openly 
gay  or  lesbian  lawyers  who  wish  to  offer  the  com¬ 
munity  their  specialized  insights. 

Initially,  the  program  will  maintain  office  hours 
by  appointment  each  Tuesday  evening  to  provide  free 
office  consultations  on  any  legal  matter.  Appoint¬ 
ments  can  be  made  by  calling  929-HELP  between  7 
and  11  p.m.  nightly. 

The  program  is  seeking  additional  volunteers 
and  contributions.  Donations  are  fully  tax-deductible 
under  Gay  Horizons’  501(c)(3)  Federal  tax  exemption. 
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Boston  Police  Headquarters 

News  Commentary 


Police  Dismissal  Upheld 

By  David  Brill 


BOSTON  —  While  New  York 
and  San  Francisco  are  now  hiring 
openly  gay  police  officers  as  a 
matter  of  course,  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  Appeals  Court  last  month 
upheld  the  dismissal  of  a  Boston 
police  recruit  who  was  fired  more 
than  four  years  ago  for  “being  in 
the  company  of  a  known  homo¬ 
sexual.”  Ronald  T.  Grant,  now 
z7,  was  a  probationary  Boston 
patrolman  assigned  to  District 
Four  when  he  was  discharged  by 
former  Police  Commissioner 
Robert  J.  diGrazia  only  18  hours 
before  becoming  a  permanent  po¬ 
lice  officer  on  Nov.  12,  1974. 

At  the  time,  Chester  J.  Broder¬ 
ick,  of  the  Boston  Police  Patrol¬ 
men’s  Association,  called 
diGrazia’s  action  “a  heartless, 
cruel,  and  abusive  action  to 
take,”  and  the  police  union  filed  a 
suit  in  Suffolk  Superior  Court 
challenging  diGrazia’s  right  to  fire 
Grant  without  a  hearing.  The 
union  prevailed  in  the  Superior 
Court,  where  Judge  A.  David 
Mazzone  (now  on  the  federal 
bench)  ordered  the  police  depart¬ 
ment  to  give  Grant  a  hearing  in 
order  to  give  him  the  opportunity 
to  clear  his  name. 

Police  Department  Appeals 

Joseph  Jordan,  who  succeeded 
diGrazia  (who  was  himself  walked 
to  the  exit  door  by  Mayor  Kevin 
White)  as  police  commissioner, 
appealed  Mazzone’s  decision  to 
the  state  Appeals  Court.  Police 
department  counsel  John  W. 
Fieldsteel  argued  that  since  Grant 
did  not  deny  the  charges  against 
him,  there  was  no  reason  to  give 
him  a  hearing.  (Had  the  dismissal 
occurred  a  day  later,  Grant  would 
have  been  legally  entitled  to  a  full 
hearing,  but  the  rules  are  different 
for  probationary  employees.)  Fur¬ 
thermore,  Fieldsteel  asserted  that 
since  it  was  the  police  union  —  not 
the  police  department  —  which 
publicized  the  reasons  for  the  dis¬ 
missal,  the  city  did  not  owe  Grant 
any  kind  of  apology  or  name¬ 
clearing  opportunity. 

BPPA  lawyer  Frank  J.  McGee 
said  that  as  a  matter  of  due 
process.  Grant  was  entitled  to  a 
pre-termination  administrative 
hearing.  Additionally,  McGee 
contended  that  the  charges  against 
Grant  were  insufficiently  detailed 
by  the  police  commissioner.  Mc¬ 
Gee  claimed  that  it  was  unneces¬ 
sary  for  Grant  to  deny  the  police 
commissioner’s  charges  in  order 


to  receive  a  hearing. 

The  Facts 

What  happened  to  Ronald 
Grant?  As  best  as  can  be  deter¬ 
mined  at  this  point,  Grant  and  a 
known  gay  man  were  the  victims 
of  an  assault  and  robbery  at  night 
in  a  gay  cruising  area  in  Boston. 
The  police  department’s  Internal 
Affairs  Division,  which  routinely 
investigates  all  crimes  committed 
against  police  officers,  also 
accused  Grant  of  attempting  to 
falsify  the  original  police  report  of 
the  incident. 

The  falsification  charge  aside, 
some  lawyers  feel  that  Grant 
should  have  immediately 
acknowledged  the  facts  of  the  sit¬ 
uation,  and  claimed  that  his  right 
to  privacy  (he  was  off-duty  at  the 
time)  protected  him  from  a  de¬ 
partmental  investigation  of  his 
off-duty  socializing.  It  should  be 
noted  that  at  the  time  of  the  inci¬ 
dent,  neither  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court’s  Balthazar  decision  (issued 
later  that  year),  affirming  the  right 
to  sexual  privacy,  nor  Mayor 
White’s  executive  order  (issued 
two  years  later)  banning 
discrimination  against  gay  city 
employees,  was  in  effect.  Grant 
did  not  admit  to  being  gay. 
Appeals  Court  Rules 

In  last  month’s  unanimous  Ap¬ 
peals  Court  decision,  Judge  Char¬ 
lotte  Perretta  said  McGee’s  legal 
reasoning  was  wrong,  and  over¬ 
turned  Mazzone’s  decision.  The 
court  cited  a  string  of  Supreme 
Court  decisions  protecting  muni¬ 
cipal  employees  from  defamatory 
treatment  by  their  employers,  but 
requires  them  to  deny  the  charges 
as  a  precedent  to  an  administra¬ 
tive  hearing.  “The  plaintiff’s  fail¬ 
ure  to  challenge  the  charges  sug¬ 
gests  that  he  does  not  claim  that 
the  defendant  created  false  in¬ 
formation,”  said  the  court.  The 
court  agreed  with  Fieldsteel’s  con¬ 
tention  that  it  was  the  police  union 
that  disseminated  the  information 
about  the  dismissal;  it  also  held 
that  the  police  commissioner’s  dis¬ 
missal  letter  was  sufficiently  de¬ 
tailed  “to  formulate  a  denial  if  he 
had  chosen  to  do  so.” 

McGee  is  appealing  the  decision 
to  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court, 
placing  the  police  union  in  the 
highly  improbably  role  of  gay 
rights  defender.  Even  if  the 
charges  were  true,  he  has  argued, 
“being  in  the  company  of  a 
Continued  on  Page  6 


BU  Professors 
Drop  Anti-Bias  Policy 


By  Warren  Blumenfeld 

BOSTON  —  The  rank-and-file 
members  of  the  Boston  University 
Chapter  of  the  American  Associa¬ 
tion  of  University  Professors 
(AAUP)  have  ratified  a  contract 
with  the  campus  administration 
and  trustees  which  gives  the  pro¬ 
fessors  a  salary  increase  over  three 
years  and  a  greater  voice  in  deter¬ 
mining  university  policy. 

The  bargaining  team  of  the 
AAUP,  comprised  of  current 
president  Fritz  Ringer,  two  former 
AAUP  presidents,  and  two  or 
three  rank-and-file  members, 
fought  long  and  hard  for  the  final 
compromise  which  resulted  in  the 
settlement.  The  union  decided  to 
use  the  tactic  of  a  strike  against 
the  university  to  bring  to  light  the 
assertion  that  “the  administration 
was  not  bargaining  in  good 
faith.”  Two  other  unions,  the 
Clerical  Workers  District  65,  and 
the  Library  Association  Local 
925,  joined  the  strike  in  support  of 
the  AAUP  and  to  push  for  their 
own  contract  demands.  At  press 
time,  the  latter  two  unions  are  still 
on  strike,  and  the  administration 
is  refusing  to  negotiate. 

Although  the  AAUP  leadership 
has  publicly  praised  the  contract, 
it  could  have  serious  implications 
for  gay  and  lesbian  professors  at 
Boston  University. 

An  anonymous  source  told 
GCN  that  a  clause  protecting  pro¬ 
fessors  from  “illegal  discrimina¬ 
tion  on  the  basis  of  sexual  or  af- 
fectional  preference,”  which  had 
been  approved  by  the  AAUP 
rank-and-file,  was  dropped  from 
the  list  of  contract  demands  by  the 
bargaining  board. 

“We  had  to  drop  the  clause  due 
to  a  technicality,”  said  one  high- 
ranking  official  of  the  AAUP. 
“The  trustees  said  that  they  would 
not  negotiate  on  the  issue  because, 
in  the  words  of  the  trustees, 
‘There  is  no  state  law  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts  preventing  discrimination 


for  sexual  or  affectional  prefer¬ 
ence.’  ”  The  official  went  on  to 
state  that,  “Since  it  is  not  illegal  to 
discriminate,  the  trustees  would 
not  consider  the  clause.” 

When  asked  why  the  bargaining 
team  did  not  contest  that  point 
with  the  trustees,  AAUP  president 
Fritz  Ringer  replied,  “Let  me  be 
quite  frank  with  you.  The  issue 
just  didn’t  rank  high  on  our  list  of 
problems.  In  order  for  us  to  push 
the  point,  we  would  have  had  to 
make  it  another  strike  issue.  We 
weren’t  about  to  do  that.  We  are 
sorry  that  (the  clause  was 
dropped),  but  it  was  a  decision  we 
just  had  to  make.” 

Questioned  as  to  what  recourse 
AAUP  members  now  have  if  they 
feel  they  are  being  harassed  or  dis¬ 
criminated  against  on  the  basis  of 
sexual  or  affectional  preference, 
Ringer  replied  that  the  National 
Office  of  the  AAUP  (NAAUP)  is 
on  record  as  supporting  the  rights 
of  sexual  minorities.  The  NAAUP 
is  an  umbrella  organization  which 
provides  support  services  to  local 
AAUP  chapters. 

Jordon  Kurland,  of  the 
NAAUP  legal  department,  told 
GCN  that  “sexual  or  affectional 
preference  is  not  directly  spelled 
out  in  our  policies  and  norms,  but 
we  will  come  to  the  aid  of  a  pro¬ 
fessor  if  she/he  is  discriminated 
against  on  unconstitutional 
grounds.  Just  because  a  clause 
protecting  sexual  minorities  is  not 
in  the  contract,  that  doesn’t  mean 
that  the  administration  of  the 
university  is  home  free  to  discrimi¬ 
nate.”  » 

Kurland  was  asked  about  the 
services  his  organization  could 
provide  to  a  professor  who  faces 
such  discrimination,  and  he  re¬ 
plied  by  saying  that  “federal  legal 
action  could  be  taken,  and/or  an 
investigation  of  the  institution  in 
question  could  be  undertaken, 
and  a  report  would  be  published 
and  a  censure  would  be  imposed. 


Oregon  Fights  for 
Gay  Rights  Laws 


PORTLAND,  OR  —  Several 
pieces  of  gay  rights  legislation 
have  been  introduced  in  the  Ore¬ 
gon  legislature  this  year,  the 
fourth  consecutive  legislative  ses¬ 
sion  to  see  the  introduction  of 
such  proposed  laws. 

Senate  Bill  599  has  run  into  ser¬ 
ious  trouble,  however,  and, 
according  to  Carl  Goodman,  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Director  of  the  Portland 
Town  Council,  has  been  effective¬ 
ly  stopped  for  this  session  of  the 
state  legislature. 

SB  599,  which  would  have  pro¬ 
hibited  discrimination  against 
most  gay  persons  in  state  employ¬ 
ment,  was  referred  to  the  Senate 
Aging  and  Minority  Affairs  Com¬ 
mittee,  where,  on  Apr.  1,  a  mo¬ 
tion  was  approved  to  table  the 
bill.  Goodman  told  GCN, “that 
decision  killed  the  bill.” 

According  to  Goodman,  Ore¬ 
gon  is  a  state  with  a  strong  funda¬ 
mentalist  religious  element,  one 
which  was  well  represented  during 
the  hearings  on  SB  599  and  which 
is  prompted  by  its  leadership  to 
constantly  write  state  legislators  to 
oppose  any  proposed  legislation 
which  is  considered  to  be  “moral¬ 
ly  offensive.”  Goodman  told 
GCN,  “In  this  state,  it’s  the  fun¬ 
damentalists  against  everyone 
else.”  Evidently,  they  were  par¬ 
ticularly  strong  on  this  issue,  as 
Oregon’s  only  black  legislator, 
Sen.  Bill  McCoy,  was  led  to  de¬ 
clare,  “the  testimony  of  the  oppo¬ 
sition  during  these  hearing  has 
been  hateful  and  un-Christian.” 


This  is  not  the  first  time  gay 
rights  legislation  has  run  into 
trouble  in  the  Oregon  Senate.  In 
Goodman’s  words,  “The 
President  of  the  Senate  is  a  ve¬ 
hement  opponent  of  gay  rights. 
He  always  refers  our  bills  to  bad 
committees.” 

SB  599  may  have  been  effective¬ 
ly  stopped  in  the  Senate,  but 
another,  more  comprehensive, 
piece  of  legislation  is  moving  into 
the  House  of  Representatives. 
Sponsored  by  Rep.  Gretchen  Ka- 
fouri,  HB  2424  has  17  co-sponsors 
and  is  currently  being  heard  by  the 
House  Judiciary  Committee, 
where  a  workshop  on  the  bill  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  held  within  two 
weeks. 

HB  2424  would  forbid  discrimi¬ 
nation  against  lesbians  and  gay 
men  in  the  areas  of  public  accom¬ 
modations,  housing,  and  employ¬ 
ment.  In  addition  to  the  compre¬ 
hensive  nature  of  this  bill,  three 
separate  bills  have  been  intro¬ 
duced  in  the  State  Senate,  each  of 
which  (HB  658,  659,  660)  corres¬ 
ponds  to  one  area  mentioned  in 
HB  2424.  The  three  separate  bills 
in  the  Senate  have  alreadyreceived 
the  endorsement  of  such  groups  as 
the  Eugene  City  Council. 

Despite  “a  lot  of  media  atten¬ 
tion  given  to  gay  rights,”  said 
Goodman,  or  perhaps  because  of 
it,  “to  the  average  constituent, 
gay  rights  is  gay  rights,  and  it 
makes  no  difference  whether  it’s  a 
comprehensive  bill  or  a  single 
issue.  We’re  still  optimistic,  and 


Many  times,  a  university  will  back 
down  with  even  the  threat  of  cen¬ 
sure.  However,  I  don’t  know  how 
the  administration  at  BU  would 
handle  it.  We  would  do  what  we 
could,  but  nothing  can  be  guaran¬ 
teed.” 

GCN  attempted  to  contact  the 
BU  administration  for  a  statement 
concerning  their  reasons  for  re¬ 
fusing  to  negotiate  on  the  issue  of 
non-discrimination.  Alan  Miller, 
attorney  for  the  trustees,  said,  “It 
is  inappropriate  to  discuss  whai 
went  on  in  bargaining  negotia¬ 
tions;  therefore,  I  have  no  state¬ 
ment  to  make.”  Robert  Bergen- 
heim,  spokesperson  for  the  uni¬ 
versity  trustees,  was  unavailable 
for  comment. 

Both  of  the  other  unions  in¬ 
volved  in  the  strike  have  clauses 
protective  of  sexual  minorities 
within  their  contract  demands  and 
“working  proposals,”  but  repre¬ 
sentatives  for  those  unions  said 
neither  was  aware  of  the  AAUP 
decision  to  delete  such  a  clause  in 
its  negotiations. 

Liz  Henderson,  of  the  Clerical 
Workers,  said  she  was  “disap¬ 
pointed  that  the  professors  felt 
that  they  had  to  drop  the  clause.” 
She  went  on  to  say,  “We  have  no 
intention  of  dropping  our  compre¬ 
hensive  non-discrimination  clause 
from  our  working  proposal.” 

An  official  of  the  BU  chapter  of 
the  Library  Association  was  also 
“disappointed  with  the  AAUP  ac¬ 
tion.”  She  said,  with  regard  to  her 
own  union’s  non-discrimination 
clause,  “The  clause  has  still  not 
gone  up  for  a  vote  by  the  general 
membership,  so  right  now,  no  one 
can  say  exactly  how  far  it  will  go.” 

Although  the  professors  have 
signed  their  contract  and  are  now 
obliged  to  return  to  the  class¬ 
rooms,  some  have  decided  to  hold 
classes  outdoors  in  order  to  avoid 
crossing  the  picket  lines  of  the  two 
unions  still  on  strike  against  BU. 


we’re  still  getting  letters  and  lob¬ 
byists  down  to  Salem.” 

Goodman  cites  the  fundamen¬ 
talists  as  the  major  factor  in  the 
defeat  of  gay  rights  legislation.  He 
said  the  preachers  in  the  churches 
are  continually  urging  their  con¬ 
gregations  to  write  letters  to  their 
Congresspeople  demanding  the 
defeat  of  any  such  proposed 
measures  on  religious  grounds. 
Goodman  feels  that  these  people 
are  perhaps  not  writing  just  one 
letter  each,  but  several. 

“The  legislators  are  claiming 
that  their  mail  is  running  200-1 
against  the  bill,”  Goodman  told 
GCN,  “but  a  TV  news-person  did 
a  series  of  interviews  with  people 
on  the  street  that  was  10-1  in  favor 
of  gay  rights.” 

Goodman  noted  that  “it’s  in¬ 
teresting  that  support  for  these 
bills  increases  as  the  opposition  in¬ 
creases.  Proponents  of  the  bill,” 
he  said,  however,  “are  less  likely 
to  get  up  and  advocate  gay  rights 
in  the  same  way  the  fundamental¬ 
ists  are  getting  up  and  speaking 
against  them.” 

In  spite  of  what  he  admits  is  a 
fairly  well-organized  oppposition 
to  any  gay  rights  legislation  in 
Oregon,  especially  from 
fundamentalist  religious  elements, 
Goodman  remains  optimistic  for 
the  success  of  such  measures. 
“For  the  first  time,”  he  said, 
“this  year,  we’ve  gone  on  the  of¬ 
fensive.  We’ve  stopped  saying 
‘please’.” 
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men! 

Community  Voices: 

I  don’t  believe  it!  1  just  don’t  believe  it!  The 
April  21  issue  of  GCN  contains  a  letter  that  is  in 
FAVOR  of  MEN.  MEN,  GCN,  do  you  see? 
Some  of  us  are  actually  in  favor  of  men  —  gay 
men!  Gay  men,  you  know,  those  people  who 
support  your  newspaper  that  have  sex  with  each 
other! 

And  in  case  you  have  forgotten,  it  is  gay  men 
who  pay  the  price  of  being  gay  in  this  world.  Gay 
men  are  mugged  leaving  their  bars  because  they 
are  gay  men;  we  are  entrapped  by  police  because 
we  are  gay  men;  and  we  are  fired  from  our  jobs 
because  we  are  gay  men.  Women  surely  may  ex¬ 
perience  oppression  if  they  are  lesbians,  but  it  is 
because  they  are  women  —  not  because  they  are 
gay. 

The  Cay  Community  News  should  be  just 
that.  Come  on  —  listen  to  Porter  Mortell,  why 
don’t  you.  Unless  you  think  there’s  something 
wrong  with  being  a  gay  man,  unless  you’re  trying 
to  guilt-trip  us  into  becoming  castrated  feminists. 
Men,  GCN,  Men  —  What’s  wrong  with  men? 

Tom  Christopher 
Boston,  MA 

at  the  risk . . . 

To  Whom  It  May  Concern: 

At  the  risk  of  offending  the  President  of  the 
GCN  Board  of  Directors  (who,  by  her  recent  let¬ 
ter  tirades  against  the  unlikely  twosome  of  the 
Davids  Thorstad  and  Brill,  is  offended  by  any¬ 
thing  written  by  men),  1  would  like  to  join  with 
Porter  Mortell  of  Boston  in  expressing  my  acute 
disdain  for  the  woeful  and  bumbling  direction 
that  GCN  has  been  taking  lately. 

1  do  not  consider  myself  to  be  a  misogynist. 
Neither,  in  fact,  do  most  of  your  male  readers  — 
and  in  fact,  we  are  likely  not.  But  it  is  patently 
unfair  and  unreasonable  for  the  Powers  That  Be 
at  GCN  to  transmute  this  nonsexism  on  the  part 
of  men  into  a  license  to  cram  columns  of  non-gay 
news  into  a  gay  newspaper  simply  because  it  may 
interest  a  certain  segment  of  the  lesbian  com¬ 
munity.  (That  segment,  might  I  add,  contributes 
little  in  the  way  of  support  for  activities  in  the 
gay  community  that  do  not  exclude  men.) 

Articles  by  and  about  female  members  of  the 
gay  community  should  be  and  are  in  GCN.  Per¬ 
sonally,  1  have  found  the  recent  articles  about 
lesbian  mother  custody  cases  to  be  most  en¬ 
lightening;  those  articles  meet  the  singlemost  im¬ 
portant  criterion  for  appearing  in  a  gay  news¬ 
paper  —  they  are  gay.  On  the  other  hand,  what  is 
gay  about  violence  against  women?  or  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  the  Status  of  Women?  (1  can  think  of 
ways  those  issues  could  be  covered,  though:  if 
any  of  the  recent  Roxbury  murder  victims  was 
known  to  be  gay,  or  if  any  of  the  fired  CSW 
members  were  gay  .  .  .  but  that  is  not  the  case.) 

The  mere  fact  that  an  issue  revolves  around  the 
gender  of  an  individual  or  group  of  individuals 
(and  that  gender  is  female)  does  not  qualify  it  as 
gay.  For  to  carry  that  reasoning  to  its  logical  ex¬ 
tension,  GCN  should  also  be  covering  wife-beat¬ 
ing  in  heterosexual  families,  the  effects  of  Gov¬ 
ernor  King’s  welfare  policies  on  AFDC  mothers, 
how  U.S.  Rep.  Margaret  Heckler  likes  being  the 
senior  female  member  of  Congress,  and  the  Nine 
To  Five  workers  movement.  1  concur  with  Mr. 
Mortell:  “The  staff  of  GCN  is  far  too  small  to 
become  a  people’s  liberation  journal.” 

We  need  a  gay  newspaper  in  Boston.  We  have 
a  gay  newspaper  in  Boston.  Please,  Editors,  see 
that  the  community  —  the  gay  community  — 
does  not  lose  its  newspaper!! 

P.  Desmond  Williams 
Somerville,  MA 


STUDENTS 

Each  summer  GCN  takes  on  several  interns 
in  the  news,  features,  and  art  departments. 
If  you're  interested,  write  Intern/GCN,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


Fridays 

GCN  needs  volunteers  on  Friday 
nights  to  help  send  the  paper  out  to 
subscribers.  5  p.m.  on  22  Bromfield 
Street. 


DESIGN  DIRECTOR 

Applications  are  now  being  accepted 
for  the  position  of  Design  Director. 
Background  in  graphic  arts  preferred. 
May/June  opening.  Contact  Reg 
Taylor  and/or  Richard  Burns. 


community 

Dear  GCN: 

Mr.  Mortell  shows  his  ignorance  and  misogyny 
in  suggesting  that  lesbian  readers  turn  to  news¬ 
papers  such  as  Sojourner  or  Equal  Times  for 
coverage  of  particular  stories  that  he  feels  should 
not  be  included  in  GCN.  He  is  misogynist  in  that 
this  suggestion  of  his  is  an  attack  on  lesbian 
readers  of  GCN,  denying  them  their  (our) 
rightful  space  in  GCN  as  a  community  news¬ 
paper;  he  shows  ignorance  in  that  it  is  clearly- 
evident  that  the  other  alternate  newspapers  he 
mentions  are  very  different  in  political  tempera¬ 
ment  from  GCN.  Personally,  1  am  far  more 
satisfied  with  GCN's  coverage  of  issues  as 
compared  to  the  papers  Mr.  Mortell  mentions. 

To  deal  with  the  issue  of  Mr.  Mortell’s  letter 
more  directly,  it  is  absurd  for  him  to  insist  that 
articles  have  blatant  lesbian-identification  to 
please  gay  men.  Case  in  point,  I  would  like  to 
document  (to  a  small  degree)  an  article  I  wrote 
for  GCN  last  year.  1  wrote  a  news  article  con¬ 
cerning  local  Women  Against  Violence  Against 
Women’s  boycott  of  “offensive”  record  albums 
(GCN  Vol.  5  No.  46,  June  3,  1978).  My  news 
story  was  accurate,  however,  there  was  nothing 
in  it  (as  Mr.  Mortell  demands)  that  directly 
linked  this  boycott  to  the  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity.  Thus,  with  the  guidance  of  then-acting 
News  Editor  Nancy  Wechsler,  1  had  to  do  two 
extra  days’  footwork  on  this  story  so  it  would  be 
“suitable”  for  GCN.  I  thought  I  could  comment 
on  the  fact  that  most  of  the  women  involved  in 
this  boycott  were  lesbians,  but  I  had  to  exercise 
caution  —  WAVAW  women  did  not  want  me  to 
alienate  their  minority  of  heterosexual  partici¬ 
pants.  In  order  to  make  my  story  viable  to  GCN 
coverage,  1  had  to  get  a  WAVAW  spokeswoman 
to  make  comments  on  violence  to  women  as  not 
necessarily  being  a  “heterosexual  problem.” 

That  I  had  to  go  about  this  extra  two-days’ 
worth  of  work  is  ridiculous.  Lesbians  can  see  the 
importance  of  writing  about  WAVAW  efforts, 
Mary  Daly’s  harassment,  etc.,  without  having  to 
include  queer-related  inserts. 

As  a  writer  for  GCN,  if  I  feel  that  it  would  be 
somehow  beneficial  to  our  solidarity  as  a  com¬ 
munity  to  emphasize  gay  male  or  lesbian  aspects 
in  a  story,  then  I’ll  certainly  do  it.  (Note  my 
Casse  Culver  story,  GCN  Vol.  5,  No.  47,  June 
10,  1978).  I  devoted  a  great  deal  of  space  to 
Casse’s  thoughts  on  gay  male  culture,  as  well  as 
her  reminiscing  about  her  own  gay,  biological 
brother.  Likewise,  with  my  article,  “The  History 
of  Take  Back  The  Night,”  GCN  Vol.  6  No.  6, 
Aug.  26,  1978,  in  which  I  point  out  that  gay  men 
are  just  as  subjected  to  violence  as  women  are.) 
For  Mr.  Mortell  to  suggest  we  delete  certain 
stories  from  GCN  simply  because  he  fails  to 
make  the  necessary  connections,  it  is  an  insult 
and  an  attack  on  lesbians  in  particular  and 
women  in  general. 

Sincerely, 

Pat  M.  Kuras 
Boston,  MA 

invasions,  pervasions 

Dear  GCN, 

I  would  like  to  thank  Porter  Mortell  for  saying 
what  1  have  been  waiting  to  see  in  GCN  (GCN, 
V6#38).  Sometimes  I  think  you  are  forgetting 
that  GCN  is  the  GAY  Community  News.  If  we 
wanted  to  read  news  about  Mary  Daly  or  the 
Commission  on  the  Status  of  Women,  we  could 
easily  read  it  in  papers  that  are  supposed  to  be 
covering  those  issues:  MS,  Sojourner,  Equal 
Times.  For  that  matter,  even  lesbians  who  want 
to  read  about  women’s  news  that  is  not  neces¬ 
sarily  gay  women’s  news  can  read  those  publi¬ 
cations  also. 

It  also  seems  that  the  stories  Mr.  Mortell 
mentioned  were  both  written  by  the  same  person, 
Ms.  Jil  Clark.  Therefore,  some  of  this  poor 
content  is  attributable  less  to  politics  than  pro¬ 
fessionalism:  Ms.  Clark’s  editor  or  editors, 
whoever  that  may  be,  should  not  let  her  run  off 
at  the  mouth  for  columns  on  end  on  stories  that 
do  not  warrant  it  in  a  newspaper  for  the  GAY 
community. 

The  feminist  community  has  its  publications; 
the  gay  community  has  fewer  of  them.  We 
deserve  to  keep  them.  We  don’t  deserve  to  have 
them  invaded  or  pervaded  by  those  whose 
motives  are  plainly  selfish. 

Sincerely, 

Steven  J.  Russo 
Boston,  MA 


ADVERTISING  MANAGER 

GCN  is  looking  for  an  Advertising 
Manager,  Advertising  experience  as 
well  as  a  commitment  to  the  goal  of 
eliminating  the  exploitation  of  women 
and  men  in  advertising  necessary, 
May/June  opening.  Please  address 
inquiries  and  resumes  to: 

Richard  Burns,  c/o  GCN. 


how  must  it  pain  us? 

Dear  GCN  Community  Voices: 

How  it  must  pain  you  to  read  an  honest  letter 
like  the  one  this  week  from  Porter  Mortell! 

In  the  more  than  two  years  I  have  been  reading 
GCN,  I  have  watched  it  change  in  many  ways, 
some  good,  some  not.  On  the  good  side  you’ve 
become  easier  to  read  and  your  news  covers  dif¬ 
ferent  sections  on  the  country.  On  the  bad  side, 
you  seem  to  be  bending  over  too  far  to  appease 
feminists.  In  fact,  the  entire  paper  seems  to  defer 
to  feminists  on  every  corner:  advertising  must 
not  offend  feminists,  feature  articles  must  not 
offend  feminists  (never  mind  how  offensive 
Andrea  Dworkin  and  Robin  Morgan  are  to 
men!),  news  articles  must  not  affend  feminists 
(even  when  they  are  true,  as  in  David  Brill’s 
case),  un-gay  news  stories  must  be  in  the  paper  to 
assuage  feminists  who  don’t  want  to  read  an  all¬ 
gay  newspaper,  and  most  of  your  recent  covers 
must  be  directed  at  only  one  segment  within  the 
women’s  community. 

This  is  just  a  friendly  criticism  from  a  loyal 
reader.  Remember,  using  one  group’s  point  of 
view  to  compare  everyone  else  against  is  nothing 
but  a  sophisticated  version  of  queer-baiting. 

Yours  truly, 

Robert  G.  Ellison 
.  Brookline,  MA 

unicorn 

Dear  GCN: 

“I  persisted  in  being  myself,  I  took  my  lumps. 

I  survived.  And  then  came  1969  and  Stone¬ 
wall  .  .  .” 

Nancy  Walker’s  “Unicorn”  remembrance  in 
GCN  March  31,  1979,  was  wondrous.  Not  only 
because  I  find  out  that  Ms.  Walker  and  I  share 
several  things  in  common,  but  we’re  both  gay 
persons  in  our  forties,  and  we’ve  survived,  and 
we’re  feisty.  In  the  future,  I  shall  be  more  judi¬ 
cious  before  I  criticize  Ms.  Walker  in  print. 
There  are  so  few  of  us  who  are  in  our  forties  and 
are  declared  gays. 

My  mother  is  Scotch-Irish,  but  I  always  got  the 
“What  will  the  neighbors  think?”  routine,  and, 
of  course,  the  obligatory  “Wait  till  your  father 
gets  home.”  When  he  got  home,  I  finessed  her  by 
asking  him  to  catch  my  sliders,  curve  balls, 
knuckleball  pitches,  and  my  BLOOPER 
PITCHES.  After  this  workout  he  was  too  tired 
to  do  anything  except  eat  and  sleep  (1  guess?). 
My  mother,  a  baseball  enthusiast,  started  to  see 
in  me  the  makings  of  a  Warren  Spahn  or  Johnny 
Sain. 

Like  Ms.  Walker,  at  the  age  of  12  I  had  a  tree 
housp,  and  I  liked  “guns,  marbles  and  baseball 
cards.”  I  also  had  for  three  years  liked  boys  be¬ 
cause  1  liked  boys.  I  fell  in  love  with  Mont¬ 
gomery  Clift.  And  occasionally  would  try  on  my 
mother’s  dresses,  because  it  gave  me  a  charge, 
and  they  were  more  attractive  than  my  own 
clothes.  Always  in  privacy,  of  course.  “And  I 
could  lick  any  boy  on  the  block.”  No  pun  in¬ 
tended.  I  was  a  tough,  no-nonsense  street  kid.  “I 
never  felt  related  to  my  family.”  Right  on, 
neither  did  I. 

“In  my  teens  there  was  a  phenomenon  known 
as”  Demolay.  I  was  accepted  into  their  en¬ 
lightened  collective  presence,  went  to  one  meet¬ 
ing,  and  quit.  I’ve  never  cared  for  elitism. 

“And  worst  of  all,  I  didn’t  eat.”  Neither  did  I, 
very  much.  My  skinniness  worried  my  mother. 
She  kept  shoving  me  food,  and  guilt-tripping  me 
by  stating  that  “millions  of  Chinese  people  are 
starving.”  I  once  said  they  could  have  my  lima 
beans  forever. 

My  parents  tried  to  move  from  Roslindale  to 
lace-curtain  Arlington  (really  rather  Waspish). 
But  we  were  too  poor  to  make  the  change.  “I  ate 
and  ate,”  and  stayed  thin.  Jesus,  God,  “dancing 
was  the  terror  of  my  life”;  the  whole  horror 
show  about  dating  I  experienced,  not  unlike 
Nancy  Walker’s  “something  wrong  with  you.” 

Finally,  three  years  ago,  long  after  telling  my 
parents,  my  friends,  my  co-workers,  my  politico 
friends  that  I  was  gay  (and  my  mother  finally 
coming  to  the  conlusion  that  I  was  stubborn  — 
like  her  father),  I  asked  my  parents  whether  I 
could  put  a  political  poster  on  their  front  porch. 

I  put  up  a  CAME  JO  FOR  PRESIDENT  poster, 
my  mother  had  a  fit,  and  said,  1  swear  to  God, 
“What  will  the  neighbors  think?”.  The  poster 
came  down.  It’s  my  politics,  not  my  gayness, 
that  worries  my  parents. 

“Nancy  Walker,  Ronnie  Allen  loves  you.” 
This  may  be  a  cold  comfort,  Ms.  Walker,  but 
that  sure  in  hell  was  one  beautiful  piece  of 
writing.  Thank  you,  ma’am. 

Sincerely, 

Ronnie  Allen 
Somerville,  MA 

P.S.  Peter  Camejo  ran  for  President  in  1976,  as 
the  Socialist  Workers  Party  candidate. 


REPS  WANTED 
GCN  has  positions  open  for  Adver¬ 
tising  Representatives.  Commission 
available.  Car  an  asset,  but  not  a  must. 
Call  John  at  426-7042. 
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Community  Voices 


can  you  take 
a  joke? 

Dear  Fellow-Savorers  of  GCN’s  Delightful 
Letters  Page: 

Although  you  will  undoubtedly  be  inundated 
with  statements  of  outrage  from  my  defense 
committee  (The  Free  the  Cosmic  Giggle  Support 
Group),  I  feel  1  must  write  immediately  on  my 
own  behalf.  Being  accused  of  not  having  a  sense 
of  humor  (in  George  Whitmore’s  letter,  April  14 
issue)  is  not  to  be  taken  lightly.  It  seems  to  me  I 
must  present  proof  of  my  jocularity.  Perhaps 
you  will  even  feel  moved  to  promote  me  from  the 
features  staff  to  the  Foreign  Humor  Correspon¬ 
dent  staff.  So  here’s  my  contribution  —  several 
solutions  to  the  most  pressing  issues  in  the  les¬ 
bian  community  today  (and  I  hope  gay  men  will 
find  solace  here  also): 

First  of  all,  there  is  the  BAD  FIRST  IMPRES¬ 
SIONS  SYNDROME.  This  takes  place  when  two 
lesbians  meet  or  are  introduced  to  each  other  in  a 
bar.  Here  in  Bloomington,  Indiana,  we  just  ac¬ 
quired  our  first  gay/lesbian  disco  bar,  so  we  con¬ 
sider  this  an  inevitable  drawback  of  encroaching 
civilization.  It  goes  like  this:  there’s  just  some¬ 
thing  that  lurks  in  the  back  of  the  mind  about 
developing  a  “real  relationship”  with  a  woman 
you  met  in  a  bar.  Meeting  in  a  bar  can  only  lead 
to  “less  meaningful  relationships.”  What  will 
she  think  of  you?  What  will  you  think  of  her? 
How  will  you  explain  it  to  your  children,  or 
future  lovers?  (Note:  I  don’t  mean  that  your 
children  will  be  your  future  lovers  —  GCN 
doesn’t  need  another  controversial  topic  on  its 
letters  page.)  Anyway,  here’s  my  solution,  and  it 
comes  not  a  moment  too  late.  (I  know  one  pair 
of  women  who  met  in  a  bar,  talked  about 
“getting  together  for  a  coffee”  (the  ultimate 
feminist  line:  I  used  to  reply  that  I  didn’t  drink 
coffee,  and  then  wonder  why  I  never  had  any 
dates)  anyway,  these  two  women  kept  breaking 
dates  for  two  months  until  they  finally  talked 
about  it  and  discovered  that  they  both  felt  guilty 
about  seeing  someone  they’d  met  in  a  bar).  So,  if 
you’re  in  a  bar,  and  you  think  someone’s  about 
to  introduce  you  to  someone  new,  or  you  catch 
someone  new’s  eye,  or  someone  new  just 
accidentally  turned  you  into  an  instant  Amazon 
with  a  pool  cue,  or  you  just  spilled  beer  on  the 
softball  jersey  and  “disco  pouch”  of  someone 
new,  and  overall  it  looks  like  you’re  about  to 

-  ••••STOP  IMMEDI¬ 
ATELY,  DON’T  SAY  A  WORD.  HEAD  FOR 
THE  NEAREST  EXIT.  And  there,  on  neutral, 
unstigmatized,  cleansed  and  purified  territory 
(what  could  be  cleaner  than  the  sidewalks  of 
America?)  introduce  yourself  to  each  other  and 
try  to  get  to  know  each  other  as  well  as  possible 
immediately,  so  that  when  you  finally  start  to 
freeze  and  have  to  get  back  into  the  bar,  you  will 
no  longer  be  “strangers  in  the  night.”  And  for 
those  who  have  misgivings  about  meeting  lovers 
in  the  street,  I  plan  to  start  “Disbarment  Cen¬ 
ters”  with  a  grant  from  the  Anita  Bryant  If-We- 
Can’t-Destroy-Them-Let’s-Clean-Up-Their- Act- 
Foundation. 

Now  to  further  argue  my  case  and  repudiate 
Mr.  Whitmore’s  charges  (I’ve  always  enjoyed  his 
writing,  by  the  way)  I  will  now  tackle  three  other 
insoluble  issues  of  our  community:  MONOG¬ 
AMY  VS.  NON— MONOGAMY;  FAT  LIB¬ 
ERATION;  and  LESBIAN  BOY-LOVE.  It’s  a 
tough  task  but  if  Gilda  Radner  can  be  funny  and 
get  to  meet  Lily  Tomlin  and  Candace  Bergen 
then  I  know  women  can  get  ahead  in  the  world. 

MONOGAMY  VS.  NON-MONOGAMY. 
Lately  many  lesbian  have  been  talking  about  “re¬ 
claiming  our  names,”  meaning  that  men  made' 
up  words  and  language  in  the  first  place,  there¬ 
fore  it  is  inherently  sexist  and  denies  an  identity 
to  women  (and  that’s  the  last  serious  sentence 
you’ll  hear,  1  promise.)  Well,  the  endless  monog¬ 
amy  vs.  non-monogamy  argument  clearly  fits  in 
the  right  here  as  a  matter  of  semantics  (or  is  that 
sewomantics?)  As  we  all  have  learned,  non- 
monogamous  people  get  into  their  first  fight  as 
soon  as  the  new  lover  hears  herself  being  referred 
to  as  “my  other  lover.”  Bad  move  —  immediate¬ 
ly  the  priorities  are  stripped  bare:  So  what  we 
need  is  a  much  more  palatable  term  for  the 
“other  lover.”  And  while  we’re  at  it,  we  also 
need  a  less  hostile  term  for  “my  lover’s  other 
lover.”  Now,  I  don’t  actually  have  any  terms  in 
mind,  but  we  could  hold  a  “name  the  baby”  con¬ 
test.  The  winner  gets  to  attend  a  party  held  by  me 
for  ray  former  lover,  her  other  lover,  my  other 
lover,  her  other  lover,  her  other  lover,  etc.  It 
should  be  a  real  hoot. 

Another  recently  raised  and  now  ubiquitous 
issue  among  feminists  is  FAT  LIBERATION. 
I’ll  know  that  Fat  Liberation  will  have  reached 
the  lesbian  world  when  I  hear  some  stomping 
image-conscious  dyke  like  myself  admit  that 
she's  been  “working  out”  (in  deepest  voice,  flex 
muscles)  not  at  the  “weight  room”  (thump  chest) 
but  at  the  “figure  salon.” 

A  final  dilemma  I  will  try  to  solve  for  you  all 
during  this  trip  to  reality  is  LESBIAN  BOY- 
LOVE.  It  needs  to  be  brought  into  the  open.  I 
don’t  know  how  widespread  it  is.  Such  women 
do  not  discuss  it  even  in  the  most  supportive  of 
support  groups.  I  will  tell  my  story,  openly  and 
vulnerably  and  wretchingly  exposing  myself,  and 
praying  that  the  Canadian  Thought  Police  will 


not  bust  you  for  printing  it.  I  became  a  lesbian 
boy-lover  at  the  age  of  24,  when  I  first  discovered 
Tiger  Beal  magazine.  Prior  to  that,  during  those 
giggly  teen-age  years  when  I  was  supposed  to  be 
reading  such  garbage,  I  had  been  spending  my  al¬ 
lowance  on  Radio  Electonics  Quarterly  and 
sneering  at  those  femme-y  morons  who  read  Six¬ 
teen  magazine  and  its  ilk.  Tiger  Beat  and  Sixteen, 
for  the  uninitiated,  are  magazines  devoted  en¬ 
tirely  to  teenage  rock  and  TV  stars  such  as 
Donnie  Osmond  (sigh!),  Robbie  Benson  (moan!) 
and  David  Cassidy  (gasp!).  One  thing  all  these 
boys  have  in  common  is  their  androgynous  faces, 
bodies,  and  hairstyles.  The  magazines  present 
them  in  quite  virginal  verbal  images  and  quite 
seductive  photographic  poses.  For  years  I  won¬ 
dered  if  gay  men  had  ever  discovered  this  legal 
porno  trash,  and  recently  I’ve  found  that  there  is 
quite  an  underground  readership.  But  although 
teenage  girls  and  gay  men  love  it,  how  wide¬ 
spread  is  my  closet  fetish?  Are  there  more  LES¬ 
BIAN  BOY-LOVERS  out  there?  Because  I  al¬ 
ready  have  a  solution  to  this  problem:  I  recently 
passed  my  thirtieth  birthday,  which  makes  me  an 
“older  woman.”  As  we  all  know,  one  of  the 
most  acceptable  sexual  acts  in  our  culture  is  be¬ 
tween  the  experienced  older  woman  and  the 
growing  boy.  So  obviously  I  should  go  out  and 
look  for  boys  in  search  of  experience.  Not  only 
would  the  world  smile  upon  this  for  the  boy’s 
sake,  it  would  also  remove  me  from  the  ranks  of 
queers,  another  triumph  for  society.  My  only  re¬ 
gret  is  that  this  solution  will  only  work  for  LES¬ 
BIAN  BOY-LOVERS.  Sorry,  guys. 

Well  I  figure  1  have  now  offered  as  proof  of 
my  sense  of  humor  at  least  59  different  varieties 
of  jokes,  all  of  them  written  in  a  rush  of  energy 
due  to  having  five  dates  with  wonderful  women 
this  week  (see  my  next  installment:  how  to  forget 
your  break-up  in  style).  I  challenge  George  Whit¬ 
more  to  either  concede  or  to  have  a  joke  show¬ 
down  with  me  —  he  has  his  choice  of  puns. 

Maida  Tilchen 
Foreign  Humor  Correspondent 
Bloomington,  Indiana 

P.S.  I  am  enclosing  a  xerox  copy  of  a  mock-up 
book  jacket  for  a  novel  I  am  writing,  a  lesbian 
nouveau-pulp.  The  actual  books  will  be  bound  in 
black  leather  jackets,  I  hope.  Publishers  inquiries 
are  invited.  The  title  was  inspired  by  a  classi- 
fied  ad  in  GCN,  but  my  law  student  friend  tells 
me  if  I  say  that  they’ll  sue  me  for  all  future  royal¬ 
ties.  Oh  well,  fuck  it  if  they  can’t  take  a  joke. 


cosmic  rainbows 

To  the  Editor, 

Bear  in  mind  that  I  am  a  generally  apathetic 
person  who  has,  over  the  years,  read  all  sorts  of 
tripe  in  the  gay  and  lesbian  press  without  ex¬ 
periencing  —  until  now  —  even  a  small  impulse 
to  take  pen  in  hand  and  respond.  I  have  read 
various  treatises  by  persons  with  names  like 
Seagull  and  Moondaughter  about  the  subhuman¬ 
ity  of  male  children  and  the  women  who  bear 
them.  I  have  read  that  Gloria  Steinem  is  a  CIA 
agent  and  that  Alix  Dobkin  has  great  insight. 
There  have  been  additional  offenses  to  my  sensi¬ 
bilities  too  numerous  to  mention.  But  none 
shook  me  to  the  very  core  until  George  Whit¬ 
more’s  outrageous  letter  in  the  most  recent  GCN 
to  the  effect  that  Maida  Tilchen,  lesbian/folk- 
lorist/writer/poet/electrician/activist/surfer  and 
sometime  GCN  book  reviewer,  is  NOT  FUNNY. 

From  the  fall,  1964  day  on  which  I  was  privi¬ 
leged  to  make  her  acquaintance  in  the  Valley 
Stream,  NY,  South  High  School  cafeteria, 
through  my  involvement  in  the  Cosmic  Giggle 
Political  Lesbian  Support  Group  which  she 
founded  in  Bloomington,  Ind.,  in  1973,  to  the 
present,  I  have  entertained  one  dominant  impres¬ 
sion  of  Maida  Tilchen:  she  is  funny.  Everyone 
has  always  thought  she  was  funny.  Danny  Kaye 
has  said  of  Maida,  “that  woman  is  pretty 
funny.”  And  Bob  Dylan  has  written,  “tonight 
we  will  be  dancing  the  fandango.” 

Cosmic  earth-mother-rainbow-witch  curses  on 
George  Whitmore  for  supporting  the  anti¬ 
woman  stereotypes  in  that  awful  novel  Some  Do 
and  for  failing  to  recognize  a  genius  when  he 
reads  her  reviews. 

Fran  Koski 

Racine,  WI 


prom  night 

Dear  GCN, 

I  am  writing  to  express  my  support  for  Paul 
Gilbert  of  Cumberland  High  School  in  Cumber¬ 
land,  RI.  I  feel  that  Paul’s  desire  to  bring  a  man 
as  his  date  to  the  junior  prom  is  gutsy  and  may 
set  a  precedent  for  gays  nationwide.  This  is  the 
time  that  all  gays  should  support  Paul  and  tell 
him  he  is  not  standing  alone. 

Thank  you, 

E.  Alexander  Olderich,  III 
Weymouth,  MA 


george  &  maida 

Dear  GCN, 

Three  cheers  for  Maida  Tilchen!  And  her  sense 
of  humor  which  George  Whitmore  claims  she 
lacks.  It  is  to  her  credit  that  she  sees  the  line, 
“Some  Do  is  to  The  Women 's  Room  what  Ruby- 
fruit  Jungle  was  to  Catcher  in  the  Rye'  ’  as  ridicu¬ 
lous.  Statements  like  that  hold  about  as  much 
weight  and  honest  sentiment  as  Hallmark  greet¬ 
ing  cards  and  do  a  disservice  to  all  books  men¬ 
tioned.  Thank  God,  there  are  still  some  people 
who  like  Maida  Tilchen  who  are  honest  enough 
not  to  be  sucked  into  the  type  of  facile  criticism 
Mr.  Whitmore’s  statement  advocates.  As  for  her 
lack  of  humor,  perhaps  her  biting  wit  was  missed 
by  Mr.  Whitmore.  Note  her  perceptive  analysis 
of  the  stereotyping  of  characters  in  1970’s  novels 
about  the  ’60s.  Of  course,  one  need  not  agree 
with  Tilchen  to  see  her  humor,  but  it  is  unmistak¬ 
ably  there. 

Tom  Boll 
New  Orleans  .L  A 

i’m  still  here 

Dear  GCN: 

I  read  with  great  interest, and  mostlyagreement, 
John  Mehring’s  “Speaking  Out”  column  in  issue 
#34.  1  disagree  with  much  that  Nancy  Walker 
says  in  the  same  column  of  your  #36  issue. 

Since  we  are  “pulling  rank”  concerning  length 
of  movement  activity,  let  me  say  that  while 
Mehring  has  been  active  for  two  years,  and 
Voeller  and  O’Leary  for  “around  10  years,”  my 
movement  activisim  has  spanned  at  least  13  years 
—  possibly  longer.  I  can’t  remember  whether  I 
joined,  and  became  active  in,  DOB  New  York  in 
1965  or  before.  Not  that  length  or  even  intensity 
of  activism  has  much  to  do  with  political  views. 

I  have  been  against  the  NGTF  and  what  they 
stand  for  since  the  beginning.  And  for  much  the 
same  reasons  as  Mehring.  NGTF  was  born  when 
the  late  Howard  Brown,  M.D.  “came  out”  on 
the  front  page  of  the  New  York  Times.  It  bugged 
me  that  here  were  hundreds  of  lesbians  and  gay 
men  who  over  the  years  had  exposed  their  butts 
by  being  “out”  and  active,  and  no  one  ever  gave 
them  a  second  look,  but  one  “professional” 
person’s  “coming  out”  was  big  media  news. 

My  objection  to  NGTF  is  not  that  they  sup¬ 
posedly  represent  the  majority  of  basically  con¬ 
servative  and  “respectable”  gays,  but  that  their 
approach  is,  and  always  has  been,  elitist.  Not 
only  do  they  REPRESENT  the  traditionalists, 
they  very  deliberately  EXCLUDE  those  of  us 
who  do  not  fit  their  arbitrary  standards. 

Now  —  I  don’t  happen  to  be  a  pot-smoking, 
long-haired  hippy  type  —  not  that  I  think  there  is 
anything  wrong  with  them.  I  just  happen  to  be  a 
middle-aged,  professional  woman  from  an  upper 
class  background.  But  one  of  the  things  I  always 
loved  about  the  early  lesbian  and  gay  movement 
was  that  we  were  all-inclusive,  open  and  ac¬ 
cepting  of  anyone  who  had  the  guts  to  be  out 
enough  to  contribute  to  our  battles.  And  I  am  the 
first  person  to  understand  that  not  everyone  can, 
or  should,  be  public.  That’s  a  very  personal  de¬ 
cision. 

1  was,  however,  very  much  offended  by  the,  to 
my  mind,  inappropriate  adulation  of  a  man  who 
professional,  economic  and  social  position  was 
such  that  he  could  not  possibly  have  lost  any¬ 
thing  by  “coming  out.” 

NGTF  —  their  opinions  of  themselves  not¬ 
withstanding  —  did  NOT  invent  the  lesbian  and 
gay  movements.  They  did  not  cause  the  APS  to 
change  their  nomenclature,  much  as  they  want 
the  public  to  believe  that  they  did.  That  work  was 
begun  many  years  ago  by  others  —  some  of 
whom  are  now  working  with  NGTF  —  and  it  was 
only  successfully  brought  to  fruition  by  NGTF. 

It  is  much  easier  to  be  public  in  the  late  1970s 
than  it  was  to  be  so  in  the  1960s,  and  before. 

To  me  personally,  being  lesbian/gay  and  being 
conservative  politically  is  incomprehensible.  Just 
living  the  lifestyle  with  any  amount  of  pride  and 
good  feeling  is  a  revolutionary  political  act  in  our 
culture.  I  agree  with  Mehring  that  the  NGTF  en¬ 
courages  attitudes  in  lesbians  and  gay  men  that  1 
find  counterproductive  and  unfortunate.  We  are 
not  just  people  who  “happen  to  be  queer”  —  we 
are  a  terribly  oppressed  minority  who  will  never 
get  to  first  base  in  our  battle  for  human  and  con¬ 
stitutional  rights  until  we  stop  pretending  that  we 
are  “like  everyone  else”  and  start  fighting  for 
our  uniqueness. 

J.  Lee 
Garwood,  NJ 

roles 

Dear  GCN: 

I  would  like  to  reply  to  Tommi  Avicolli  and  his 
articles  on  “machismo”  (GCN,  March  17)  and 
on  the  “bar  culture”  (GCN,  April  14).  In  each 
article  he  writes  about  these  evils  in  our  com¬ 
munity.  As  I  read  Tommi  I  sense  his  personal 
outrage  and  bitterness  —  or  as  he  calls  it  “the 
demons  that  plague  us  all.”  I  am  distressed  by 
his  preachy,  name  calling,  melodramatic  essays 
which  clearly  arise  out  of  his  own  frustrations  in 
his  life.  And  mostly  I  resent  his  generalizing 
assumptions  that  we  are  all  subjected  to  these 
forces  of  gay  evil.  (Alas,  I  mimic  his  drama). 


This  is  the  kind  of  writing  I  expect  to  see  in  a  high 
school  newspaper  editorial. 

It  is  true  that  “machismo”  and  “barfly”  are 
roles  which  people  adopt  to  claim  identity  and  es¬ 
tablish  relationships.  They  are  choices,  and  for 
some  they  are  viable  alternatives  to  a  life  of  stag¬ 
nation.  It  is  not  true  that  “machismo”  and  “bar¬ 
fly”  are  external  amoebic  entities  which  consume 
consciousness  and  corrupt  our  integrity  is  a 
people.  It  is  sad  that  Tommi  propogates  this 
point  of  view.  There  are  “macho"  acting  men 
who  are  sensitive  and  compassionate,  and  there 
are  “barflies”  w  ho  meet  and  form  loving,  lasting 
relationships. 

I  share  with  Tommi  the  belief  that  these  roles 
can  be  counterproductive,  stereotypical,  and 
emotionally  damaging.  But  is  it  people  who 
abuse  roles  —  rather  than  the  roles  which  capti¬ 
vate  and  abuse  people. 

I  am  certain  that  condemning,  ostracizing  and 
retreating  into  escapism  (re:  Tommi’s  writing 
fervor  which  is  salvage  from;uicide,pull-leeze!)is 
not  the  way  to  educate  people  on  how  to  generate 
new  alternatives. 

Anthony  Quaglieri 

Land  O’  L.akes,  FL 

angry 

Dear  GCN: 

Tommi  Avicolli’s  article  with  his  bitter  put- 
downs  of  the  “macho  man”  was  a  very  sorry 
piece  to  see  anywhere.  He  can’t  seriously  believe 
that  all  gay  men  should  be  like  him!  He  relates 
his  legitimate  gripes  concerning  the  “straight” 
life  being  forced  upon  him,  and  of  course,  we  all 
live  with  this  every  day.  Yet  he  continues  to  boast 
his  bigot  reasoning  about  the  “diseased”  macho 
types.  Can’t  he  realize  that  there  are  a  variety  of 
people  in  any  group?  He  sounds  like  a  woman  I 
hear  about  in  Florida  —  is  Avicolli  planning  to 
open  a  clinic  to  cure  homosexuals  who  don’t  fit 
his  narrow  image  of  what  gay  should  be?  I  don’t 
find  women  “attractive”  —  obviously  I’m  gay 
also,  I  don’t  find  effeminate  men  —  the  man  ne 
describes  in  himself  —  attractive  either  —  they 
do  nothing  for  me.  These  “less  macho”  types  are 
my  friends  as  well  as  the  other  gay  men  who  are 
“more  macho,”  but  there  is  a  distinction  be¬ 
tween  friends  and  lovers.  I’m  myself,  with  no 
added  “macho,”  and  I’m  well  liked  wherever  I 
go,  by  straights  and  gays  alike.  1  have,  and  have 
had,  very  sensitive  and  loving  relations  with 
other  guys  like  myself  who  are  so  far  from  the 
straight  world’s  conception  of  a  gay  man  that  we 
can  be  “obvious”  and  go  undetected  where  ef¬ 
feminate  men  would  be  stopped  and  ridiculed  — 
we’re  being  ourselves,  we’re  relatively  free  and 
more  “together”  and  content  with  life  than  most 
of  the  straight  people  we  know  —  we  have  no 
desire  to  be  straight.  Gay  life  is  fantastic  and  very 
fulfilling;  I  have  nothing  to  be  ashamed  of;  I 
don’t  flaunt  it  or  go  to  any  lengths  to  hide  it  — 
I’m  cautious  only  because  I’m  sensible  and  real¬ 
istic  about  my  interaction  with  all  others  in 
everyday  life.  Avicolli’s  article  really  makes  him 
sound  worse  than  your  typical  fag-hating 
straight.  He  equates  “macho”  with  crude,  clum¬ 
sy,  insensitive  and  unloving  —  he  should  wake 
up  out  of  his  flower-chid,  swishy  days  of  yester¬ 
day  to  realize  that  “variety  is  the  spice  of  life” 
and  “live  and  let  live”  are  fundamental  ideals  to 
any  lifestyle. 

Our  day  is  fast  coming  —  for  all  gays. 

R.  Matthew 
Stratford,  CT 

P.S.  Hey  Avicolli,  1  hope  it  was  a  joke  —  in 
retrospect  the  last  sentence  was  a  great  punch¬ 
line. 


the  look 

Dear  GCN: 

Brava  Nancy  Walker!  Her  recent  attack  on  the 
attack  on  NGTF  (Speaking  Out,  Vol.  6,  #36) 
brought  to  mind  an  interesting  comparison. 

She  noted  the  radical  origins  of  Bruce 
Voeller’s  and  Jean  O’Leary’s  now-respectable 
activism  —  from  hippie-look  to  suit  in  the 
former  case,  and  from  man-hater  to  worker-for- 
common-goals  in  the  latter. 

Our  recent  martyr  Harvey  Milk  had  a  similar 
transformation  —  as  was  clear  to  those  of  us  who 
remember  his  early  rhetoric,  or  who  read  the 
recent  Randy  Shilts  article  about  him  in  Chris¬ 
topher  Street.  At  each  advance  in  his  career, 
Milk  shed  some  of  his  radical  trappings  and  took 
on  some  of  the  “respectable”  ones;  by  the  fatal 
day  he  was  wearing  a  suit  and  a  haircut  that 
might  have  been  called  short. 

The  problem  with  The  Respectable  Look  is 
that  it’s  possible  to  fake  it  (just  as  it’s  possible  to 
fake  the  hippie  look).  Our  anger  should  be  di¬ 
rected  not  at  those  who  look  it  and  are  effective, 
but  at  those  who  affect  it  and  do  nothing  con¬ 
sequential. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Charles  Bonnell 
Cambridge,  MA 
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Together 
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Revere 
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known  homosexual”  is  not  a 
proper  reason  for  firing  anyone. 
“What  if  I  went  to  lunch  with 
Elaine  Noble?”  he  asked.  ”1  think 
it  was  a  very  strange<fecision,“  he 
told  GCN. 

McGee  said  Fieldsteel  “likes  to 
wear  two  hats,”  referring  to  last 
year’s  departmental  trial  in  which 
Fieldsteel  successfully  prosecuted 
three  Boston  police  officers  for 
their  role  in  an  early-morning  as¬ 
sault  against  four  gay  youths. 
(McGee  defended  two  of  the  offi¬ 
cers.) 

Fieldsteel  said  the  Appeals 
Court  made  “a  good  decision”  in 
view  of  the  issues  McGee  chose  to 
raise.  He  told  GCN  that  much  of 
the  case  hinged  on  the  fact  that 
Grant  was  a  probationary  employ¬ 
ee  who  was  not  entitled  to  as  much 
protection  as  a  permanent  em- 


GCN.  Doyle  also  denied  that  the 
recent  transfer  of  District  One 
Detective  Peter  O’Malley  to  Dis¬ 
trict  Two  (Roxbury)  had  anything 
to  do  with  the  Together  case. 
(O’Malley’s  relationship  with  To¬ 
gether  was  discussed  in  detail  in 
GCN,  Vol.  5,  No.  36.) 

Doyle  said  that  at  the  time  of 
the  decision,  Gargiulo  herself 
called  him  to  explain  that  the 
quality  of  evidence  presented  at 
the  hearing  by  the  police  officers 
against  Together  was  poor.  In  one 
case  a  drug  sale  took  place  across 
the  street  from  the  bar,  while  in 


ployee.  He  said  that  the  police  de¬ 
partment  would  have  given  Grant 
a  post-dismissal  termination  hear¬ 
ing  if  he  had  chosen  to  refute  the 
charges,  but  he  did  not. 

Besides,  Fieldsteel  noted,  Grant 
now  has  a  much  better  job  in  pri¬ 
vate  industry. 

The  Appeal 

McGee  says  he  wants  a  hearing 
so  that  he  can  challenge  the  right 
of  the  police  department  to  fire 
employees  simply  for  “being  in 
the  company  of  a  known  homo¬ 
sexual.”  “That  charge,”  he  ex¬ 
plained,  “is  under  no  circum¬ 
stances  a  valid  reason  for  dismis¬ 
sal.” 

“He  wasn’t  dismissed  because 
he’s  gay,”  responded  Fieldsteel. 
(In  fact,  Grant  still  has  not  said 
that  he  is  gay.)  The  police  depart- 


another  case  the  drugs  turned  out 
to  be  over-the-counter  drugs. 
Concerning  the  murder,  the  police 
officers  failed  to  tell  the  manage¬ 
ment  not  to  wipe  up  the  blood  in 
the  men’s  room  before  the  police 
photographer  got  to  the  scene. 

The  police  department,  how¬ 
ever,  will  not  give  up  on  Together, 
according  to  Doyle.  “We  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  take  evidence  to  the 
Board  when  we  can  get  it,”  he 
contended.  The  police  superinten¬ 
dent  bristled  at  the  suggestion  that 
the  chief  of  detectives  at  District 
One,  Det.  Lt.  Frank  Coleman, 


ment  counsel  told  GCN  that  the 
decision  to  appeal  the  case  was 
made  jointly  by  Police  Commis¬ 
sioner  Jordan  and  his  legal  staff 
and  was  based  on  “complex  legal 
issues.” 

The  lesson  here  is  that  the  Bos¬ 
ton  Police  Patrolmen’s  Associa¬ 
tion  supports  its  members  —  re¬ 
gardless  of  what  kinds  of  situa¬ 
tions  they  get  themselves  into.  The 
question  is  whether  Ronald 
Grant’s  case  would  have  been 
treated  differently  by  the  Appeals 
Court  had  his  lawyer  chosen  to 
use  a  different  legal  argument  — 
i.e.,  so  what  if  hewere jumped  on 
the  Fenway  while  off-duty?  The 
other  question  is  how  the  police 
commissioner  would  respond  to 
that  argument.  Better  luck  in  San 
Francisco. 


may  be  treating  Together  with  less 
than  resolute  diligence.  Doyle 
stoutly  defended  Coleman  as  a  po¬ 
lice  officer  of  impeccable  integri¬ 
ty. 

Six  gay  bars  in  Boston  have 
been  cited  by  the  Licensing  Board 
during  the  last  year  —  for  over¬ 
crowding.  All  of  them  received  the 
same  adjudication  for  overcrowd¬ 
ing  as  Together  did  for  an  on¬ 
premise  murder.  According  to 
Doyle  and  Straight,  this  is  not  the 
last  time  Together  will  appear  be¬ 
fore  the  Licensing  Board. 


people  in  Bridgewater  for  life.  1 
held  out  for  the  promise  that  1 
would  get  unsupervised 
probation,  that  1  would  not  have 
to  undergo  psychiatric  evalution 
and  the  danger  of  being  declared 
sexually  dangerous,  and  that  I 
would  not  have  to  take  therapy  I 
do  not  need.  Also,  the  prosecutor 
assured  me  he  would  handle  the 
case  fairly,  and  he  did.  He  read 
into  the  record  that  I  was  accused 
of  sexual  acts  with  a  gay  male  ado¬ 
lescent  —  none  of  this  business 
about  raping  a  minor  child.  Well, 
I  have  said  all  along  that  consent¬ 
ing  sex  is  an  act  of  love,  but  it  is 
still  a  crime  to  love  in  this  state. 
The  crime  of  plea  bargaining  goes 
on  every  day  because  of  a  messed 
up  court  system  which  is  unfair 
and  arbitrary.  I  go  free,  while 
another  man  accused  of  merely  in¬ 
tending  to  have  sex  with  a  14-year- 
old  is  given  ten  years.  1  believe  it  is 
a  victory  for  the  gay  community 
that  I  amfree,andthatonenotofthe 
24  so-called  Revere  cases  has  re¬ 
sulted  in  prison  for  anyone.  We 
fought  back  and  we  can  be  proud 
of  the  results.” 

Butters  said  he  does  not  think 
men  who  have  non-coercive  sex 
with  adolescents  in  Massachusetts 
have  to  fear  long  prison  sentences. 
“We  must  continue  to  prosecute 
such  cases  as  long  as  they  are  on 
the  books,”  he  said,  “but  I  think 
the  sentence  in  the  Allen  case  was 
correct  and  I  think  that  probation 
is  appropriate  for  these  cases.  No 
one  needs  to  fear  a  long  prison 


term  where  young  children  or  vio¬ 
lence  is  not  involved.” 

Attorney  John  Ward  saw  the 
?  Revere  cases  as  part  of  a  pattern. 
“For  the  past  18  months  there  has 
been  a  witchhunt  against  gay  men 
in  Massachusetts,”  he  said.  “Gay 
people  fought  back.  In  most 
cases,  gay  people  won.  If  there 
had  not  been  a  Boston/Boise 
Committee,  many  of  the  men  in 
the  Revere  cases  would  be  in 
prison.  There  has  been  much  har¬ 
assment  —  absurd  harassment  for 
political  reasons  —  but  the  gay 
community  has  been  vindicated.” 

In  December  1977,  District  At¬ 
torney  Garrett  Byrne  prophesi  zed 
that  all  24  of  the  so-called  Revere 
defendants  would  plead  guilty  or 
be  found  guilty  within  three 
months.  As  of  this  date,  ten  have 
plead  guilty  —  mostly  to  lesser  or 
fewer  crimes  than  had  been 
alleged  —  and.  not  one  is  impri¬ 
soned  or  undergoing  court-as¬ 
signed  therapy.  Byrne  also  insti¬ 
tuted  a  hotline  in  December  1977 
to  gather  information  about  sex 
among  men  and  boys.  He  pro¬ 
mised  that  every  tip  would  be  fol¬ 
lowed  up,  and  he  later  promised 
“many  more  indictments”  based 
on  information  from  the  hotline. 
No  further  indictments  were 
forthcoming.  All  the  information 
gathered  from  the  hotline  was  des¬ 
troyed  last  week,  and  an  official 
announcement  to  that  effect  will 
be  made  soon,  according  to 
sources  in  the  office  of  the  District 
Attorney. 
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BOSTON  SHOPPER'S  GUIDE 


THE  CLARENDON 

EXTRAVAGANZA 

"The  1st  South  €nd  Moll" 


FURNITURE 
ANTIQUES 
FUR  COATS 
USED  &  UNIQUE 
CLOTHING 
“GOOD  MUSIC” 
COLLECTIBLES 
GOLD  &  SILVER 
JEWELRY 


UJITCHCS’  D€N  THE  CORNEA  STORE 

56  Clarendon  Street 


CAMEL  TRADER 

266-7731 
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266-0300 

has  the  pleasure  of  introducing; 

•  my  col  league  JohnThomas 
26%  discount  limited  offer 

•permanent  waving 

•  now  open  Mondays 


Xanadu  Graphics 

is  alive  and  well.... 

at  143  Albany  Street,  Cambridge 

We  want  to  emphasize  that  the  closing  of  Xanadu  Printing  Corporation 
and  Xanadu  Books  has  not  affected  the  "parent"  company,  Xanadu 
Graphics,  Inc.  In  fact,  we  are  in  the  midst  of  expanding  our  facilities  to 
give  you  better  service. 

Phototypesetting  —  Visual  Display  Terminal  with  floppy  disc  memory 
Complete  Pasteup  Facilities,  Camera-Ready 
Layouth  and  Design  Service  and  Consultation 
Please  call  David  Stryker  at  661-6975  for  your  Graphics  requirements. 
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MON. -SAT  S3  RIVER  ST 

10  A  M.-6  P.M.  CENTRAL  SQUARE 
661-2059  CRM6RIDG6,  MR 


Save  this  Ad  for  1097o  Discount 
for  repairs  only 

LESTER'S  T.V. 

TV-Radio-Phonos-HiFi-Color 

Expert  Repair  &  T.V.s  &  Stereo — at' lowest 
prices  ANYWHERE!  Outside  antenna  installa¬ 
tion  a  specialty.  Mass.  Tech.  Lie.  981 . 

Old  fashioned  service  at  an  honest  price! 
Free  Pickup  and  Delivery 

15  REVERE  ST.,  BEACON  HILL 
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,  bv  Jean  Genet 

|  LITTLE  FLAGS  THEATRE 
55  TREMONT  ST.,  BOSTON 
Friday  &  Saturday 
8:00  p.m. 

APRIL  20,  21  MAY  4,  5 
27,  28 

\  Admission  $2.00 


TOYOTA 
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SOUND 


Boston’s  largest  dealer 
in  used  stereo  components 
at  UNBELIEVABLE  PRICES! 
Pre-tested  &  Guaranteed. 
We  buy,  sell,  trade  &  repair. 
Hours: 

Mon  thru  Fri  10-5:30 
Sat  10-5,  Thurs  10-8 
225  Newbury  St.,  Boston 
Off  Copley  Sq.  247-7707 


THE  COPT  GAZETTE 


•  Layout  and  Design 

•  Typing 

•  Typesetting 

•  Business  Cards 

•  Rubber  Stamps 

•  Envelopes  and  Stationery 


•  Offset  Printing 

•  Photocopying 

•  Collating 

•  Binding 

•  Folding 

•  Reductions 


115  Water  Street 
Boston,  Mass.  02109 
(617)  426-4515 

We  Provide  Complete  Printing  Services 
To  Suit  All  Your  Printing  Needs 


FEMINIST  COUNSELING  &  EDUCATION 
FOR 

LESBIANS.  LESBIAN  &  GAY  COUPLES. 
FAMILIES.  AND  CHILDREN  . 
{Also  groups,  career  :  ? 

and  work  consultation) 

Call  for  brochure  or  appt: 

(617)  661-0248 

Negotiable  Fees 

20  Sacramento  Street.  Cambridge  02138. 
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FOREVER 

FLAMINGO 


ART  DECO  •  COLLECTIBLES 
CLOTHING  •  JEWELRY 
•  FIESTA  WARE* 


267-2547 

285  Newbury  St.,  Boston 


i 

Guitar 
Lessons 
for 

Women  and  Children 
of  all  ages. 

Techniques  offered  are  folk  and  classical 
and  various  combinations  to  fit  the  indi- 
i  idual ’s  needs 
For  more  information 

Call:  Sherh  Sherwood 
666-3785 


-PEERLESS- 

Roofing.  Tar  & 
Gravel.  Asphalt 
Shingles.  Slate  & 
Gutters,  Chimneys, 
Interior  &  Exterior 
Remodeling 
547-7346 
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The  Silver  Slippers  and  Sneakers 


s.»s, 


May  1, 1979 


6:00  pm  -  2:00  am 


Art  Displays  —  Disco 
Dancing  —  Food -Drink 
Entertainment 
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A  Joint  Benefit  for 


Gay  Legislation 
Gay  Business  Association 


Donation,  Five  Dollars 

100  Door  Prizes 


Cyclorama,  53  Tremont  St.,  Boston 
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JAZZ  UP 


Hear  Boston's  most  progressive  jazz  programming, 
Sundays  from  11  to  3.  On  AM  radio,  of  all  places. 
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THOSE  WONDERFUL 
WOMEN  IN  THEIR 
FLYING  MACHINES 


By  Sally  Van  Wagenen  Keil. 
Rawson,  Wade  Publishers ,  Inc., 
New  York.  $10.95. 


Reviewed  by  Mary  A.  Lowry 


o  VER  three  decades  passed 

before  the  women  who  flew  dur¬ 
ing  World  War  II  got  any  official 
recognition  from  their  country.  In 
the  years  that  they  flew  all  types  of 
military  aircraft,  they  flew  as  civi¬ 
lians  under  military  restrictionsand 
rules.  They  flew  over  60  million 
miles  and  had  a  safety  record 
superior  to  their  male  counter¬ 
parts  in  non-combat  flying.  They 
not  only  got  no  honors  if  they 
died,  and  38  died,  but  there  was 
no  government  money  for  their 
funerals.  Shortly  before  the  war 
ended,  they  were  sent  home  with¬ 
out  ceremony  and  without  any  of 
the  benefits  veterans  received. 
Their  contribution  was  relegated 
to  a  footnote,  if  that,  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  war. 

Sally  Keil  has-written  a  splendid 
book  about  these  women.  Those 
Wonderful  Women  in  Their  Fly¬ 
ing  Machines  is  more  than  a  his¬ 
tory  of  the  Women’s  Auxiliary 
Ferry  Squadron  (WAFS)  and  the 
Women’s  Airforce  Service  Pilots 
(WASPs).  It  is  a  document  of  the 
participation  of  women  in  the  be¬ 
ginnings  of  aviation  and  the  grow¬ 
ing  public  awareness  of  the  place 
of  aviation  in  the  Twentieth  Cen¬ 
tury.  As  this  public  awareness 
grew-,  and  the  status  of  pilots  rose, 
women  were  pushed  into  the 
background.  As  the  war  ap¬ 
proached,  the  women  who  saw' 
what  contribution  women  could 
make  had  to  fight  against  military 
intransigence.  They  were  required 
to  offer  elaborate  “proofs”  that 
women  yvere  capable  of  doing 
what  they  had  been  doing  all 
along:  fly  any  and  all  types  of  air¬ 
craft. 

Jacqueline  Cochran,  a  popular 
and  noted  pilot  who  had  won  the 
Bendix  Air  Race,  and  was  twice 
awarded  the  prestigious  Harmon 
Trophy  (given  to  outstanding  pi¬ 
lots  each  year)  and  who,  after  the 
death  of  Amelia  Earhart,  was  con¬ 
sidered  America’s  “First  Lady  of 
the  Air”  was  told  that  she  had  to 
prove  that  American  women  were 
capable  of  wartime  service  by  re¬ 
cruiting  them  as  pilots  for  the 
British  Air  Transport  Auxiliary 
(known  as  the  ATA-girls).  These 
women,  like  their  American  coun¬ 
terparts,  the  WAFS,  were  to  ferry 
all  types  of  aircraft  from  factories 
and  airbases  to  the  fields  where 
the  combat  pilots  (all  male,  of 


course),  were  stationed. 

Cochran  wanted  not  only  to  re¬ 
cruit  women  who  already  had 
many  hours  experience  in  the  air, 
but  also  to  form  a  training  divi¬ 
sion  for  those  women  who  had 
fewer  hours  —  the  women  who 
had  washed  airplanes  and  scraped 
together  the  price  of  a  lesson, 
those  who  were  the  one-in-ten  al¬ 
lowed  into  the  Civilian  Training 
Program.  This  program  was 
formed  by  the  government  in  the 
early  days  of  the  war  in  Europe  to 
assure  that  the  United  States 
w'ould  have  enough  pilots  if  we  be¬ 
came  involved  in  the  war.  When 
the  war  did  come  closer,  the  wom¬ 
en.  those  one-in-ten,  were 
dropped  from  the  program  for,  as 


Keil  notes,  aviation  was  becoming 
“massively  and  institutionally 
male.” 

Sally  Keil  gives  a  summary  of 
the  contributions  that  Nancy  Love 
and  Jacqueline  Cochran  made  to 
the  formation  of  the  WAFS  and 
the  WASPs  respectively.  How¬ 
ever,  her  focus  is  always  on  the 
more  than  1000  women  who  came 
from  all  over  the  country,  paying 
their  own  way,  buying  their  own 
uniforms  (even,  in  some  cases, 
their  own  beds),  making  their  way 
to  New  Castle,  Delaware  and 
later,  to  Sweetwater,  Texas  to  join 
the  training  squadrons  at  Avenger 
Field,  the  only  all  woman  air  base 
in  the  U.S.  history.  In  some  cases 
the  WAFS,  who  were  experienced 


pilots  with  an  average  ot  over  1000 
hours  in  the  air,  were  “trained” 
by  male  pilots  who  had  been  their 
students  and  who  had  less  experi¬ 
ence  in  the  air  than  the  women.  In 
all  instances,  the  women  were  re¬ 
quired  to  have  more  experience 
than  the  men  in  similar  programs. 

The  examples  of  discrimination 
range  from  petty  harrassment  to 
sabotage  (an  investigation  into  the 
cause  of  one  WASP’s  fatal  crash 
showed  sugar  in  the  gas  lines), 
from  patronizing  “protective” 
stances  to  dangerous  assignments 
that  the  men  refused  for  safety 
reasons.  These  women  flew 
fighter  planes  and  B-29  super¬ 
fortresses  as  test  pilots  as  well  as 
ferry  pilots.  They  flew  longer 


hours  than  men  and  were  ordered 
not  to  use  military  air  transport  to 
get  back  to  home  base  after  a  ferry 
mission.  They  towed  targets  for 
gunnery  practice  and  simulated 
strafing  missions  for  the  antiair¬ 
craft  gunners.  They  flew  the  big¬ 
gest  and  sometimes  the  trickiest 
aircraft  to  show  the  men  that  the 
plane  was  so  easy  to  pilot  that 
“even  a  girl  can  fly  it.”  They  were 
forbidden  to  ferry  aircraft  over¬ 
seas  and,  in  the  Civilian  Air 
Patrol,  on  coastal  patrols  in  the 
name  of  protecting  our  women, 
but  were  allowed  to  fly  red  lined 
aircraft  that  the  men  wouldn’t  fly. 
(Red  lined  means,  simply,  un¬ 
safe.)  And  in  the  end  they  were 
not  thanked  for  their  work. 

The  end  for  the  WAFS  and  the 
WASPs  came  as  the  war  wound 
down.  There  were  more  male  pi¬ 
lots  than  the  civilian  training  pro¬ 
grams  needed.  The  men  with  over 
50  bombing  missions  were  return¬ 
ing  to  the  states.  Then  the  idea 
that  some  women  were  flying 
when  some  men  who  wanted  to  fly 
couldn’t  became  too  much  for  the 
men.  The  voices  raised  against 
them  were  legion,  American  Le¬ 
gion  as  well  as  the  super-military 
types.  It  is  no  secret  that  the  mili¬ 
tary  was  a  bastion  of  racism  and 
sexism  keeping  blacks  and  women 
in  the  housekeeping  and  other 
non-status  jobs.  Pilots  were  by 
definition  a  glamourous,  coura¬ 
geous  crowd.  The  fact  that  women 
had  stepped  out  of  their  service 
jobs  and  into  the  “cockpits”  of 
America’s  most  famous  aircraft 
was  too  much  for  male  vanity  to 
stand.  A  bill  to  militarize  the 
women’s  units  was  defeated  by 
Congress,  a  defeat  which  spelled 
the  end  for  women’s  jobs  in  the 
air.  In  December  1944,  the  women 
were  sent  home.  They  had  no  GI 
Bill  to  help.  They  were  qualified 
to  fly  the  most  sophisticated  air¬ 
craft  but  there  were  no  jobs  avail¬ 
able  for  them  to  use  their  talents 
and  courage. 

When,  in  1977,  they  were  given 
veteran’s  status,  thereby  getting 
medical  benefits,  the  government 
finally  acknowledged  their  contri¬ 
bution.  It  was  too  late  for  many. 

Sally  Keil’s  book,  a  won¬ 
derful  collection  of  stories  and 
well  documented  statistics  set  pre¬ 
cisely  in  historical  context,  does  a 
great  deal  to  help  turn  around  the 
long  years  of  neglect  for  those 
wonderful  women  who  flew  those 
legendary  machines.  It  is  written 
with  fond  perception  of  the  wom¬ 
en  who  wanted  above  all  to  fly 
and  to  contribute  that  specific  tal¬ 
ent  to  their  country  in  time  of  a 
popular  war.  It  is  a  joy  to  read. 
Those  women  have  many  proud 
memories  and  now,  we,  their  sis¬ 
ters  and  daughters,  have  a  proud 
chapter  in  our  herstory. 
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SELECTED  LETTERS  OF  OSCAR  WILDE 

Edited  by  Rupert  Hart-Davis. 

Oxford  University  Press,  Oxford. 

406  pp. ,  $15.95,  doth;  $8.95,  paper. 

Reviewed  by  Gerry  McNamara 


“N 

JL  ^  OWADAYS,”  says  Lord  Henry  Wooton,  in  The 
Portrait  of  Dorian  Gray,  "most  people  die  of  a  sort  of 
creeping  common  sense,  and  discover  when  it  is  too  late 
that  the  only  things  one  never  regrets  are  one’s  mistakes.” 
In  a  way,  the  true  artist  of  Dorian  Gray  is  not  Basil  Hall- 
ward,  the  painter,  but  Lord  Henry,  the  conversationalist. 
The  book  deals  less  with  the  art  of  painting,  than  with 
words.  Words  which  are,  says  Dorian,  "terrible,”  which 
"create  a  new  world,”  and  before  which  “facts  fled  .  .  . 
like  frightened  forest  things.”  Words  against  facts,  lan¬ 
guage  against  the  world  —  this  conflict  lies  behind  all 
Wilde’s  greatest  works. 

Lord  Henry’s  remark  is  a  paradox;  “How  fond  you 
are,  Lord  Henry,”  observed  Dorian  “of  saying  dangerous 
things.”  Paradoxes,  Wilde  said  later  in  The  Decay  of  Ly¬ 
ing,  “are  always  dangerous  things.”  He  spent  his  life 
making  them,  right  up  until  the  end.  In  one  of  his  last 
letters,  sick  and  lonely,  he  could  still  remark  that  “cows  are 
very  fond  of  being  photographed,  and,  unlike  architecture, 
don’t  move.”  In  a  paradox,  language  wars  against  the 
world.  Appearing  at  the  outset,  to  affirm  reality,  it  ends  by 
negating  it,  by  attesting  to  the  existence  of  what  is  not,  as  in 
moving  architecture.  Truth,  maintains  Wilde,  the  allegi¬ 
ance  of  words  to  things,  is  a  form  of  subservience. 
Language  exists  to  triumph  over  reality,  not  to  pander  to  it. 
We  mourn,  or  celebrate,  lying  because  lying  is  just  another 
word  for  language  at  its  most  anarchic,  free  from  any  alle¬ 
giance,  or  debt,  to  things  as  they  are.  “It  is  only  by  lan¬ 
guage  that  we  rise  above  .  .  .  the  lower  animals,”  said 
Wilde.  Only  man  can  say,  or  create,  what  is  not.  Wilde’s 
fellow  Irishman,  Swift,  said  it  before  him:  the  critical  dif¬ 
ference  between  man  and  horse,  (or  Houyhnhnm,  or  what¬ 
ever)  was  a  facility  for  “false  representation.” 

Unlike  Swift,  Wilde’s  position  in  this  conflict  was  that 
of  speaker,  not  writer.  It  wasn’t  his  writing,  after  all, 
(insipid  poetry,  mainly,  and  exam  papers)  which  got  him 
his  initial,  luminous  status  in  London  society.  The  best  of 
his  work  is  written  as  dialogue:  literature  as  imitated 
speech,  the  writer  as  surrogate  speaker.  For  Wilde,  to  be 
solely  a  speaker,  to  be  only  insofar  as  one  talked,  was  the 
idea.  His  life,  he  said  later  from  prison,  was  an  attempt  to 
show  “the  false  and  the  true  as  merely  forms  of  intellectual 
existence.”  In  other  words,  saying  is  believing;  there  are  no 
outside  standards.  The  Self  Transcendent,  abstracted  and 
purified  from  life,  like  a  hard  gem-like  flame,  or  a  frieze  on 
the  Parthenon,  was  a  common  figure,  or  aspiration,  in  the 
1890’s.  Wilde’s  originality  lies  partly  in  his  suggestion  that 
this  idea  self  could  be  attained,  not  through  a  disdainful 
silence,  like  the  eternal  huff  of  Huysman’s  Des  Esseintes, 
but  through  its  opposite,  through  language.  One  could  be¬ 
come  as  anarchic,  or  transcendent,  as  the  language  one 
spoke.  The  Consummate  Speaker  could  become  less  the  lies 


he  created,  “simply  that  which  is  its  own  evidence,”  refer¬ 
able  to  nothing  outside  himself.  Any  allegiance  or  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  world  was  to  be  avoided;  the  oppposite  of 
speaking,  action,  was,  Wilde  said,  merely  the  last  refuge  of 
people  who  have  nothing  better  to  do. 

Aspiring  to  be  this  Consummate  Speaker,  then,  it  is 
not  surprising  that  Wilde,  prior  to  his  imprisonment, 
seemed  never  to  take  much  interest  in  letters.  Many  exist, 
yet  they  are,  by  and  large,  plain  and  uninteresting.  They  are 
written  in  between  the  dinner  parties,  or  the  lectures,  where 
the  real  battles  were  fought  and  won.  Their  part  in  the 
campaign,  mostly  was  as  progress  reports:  telegrams  to 
Whistler,  compliments  to  Ellen  Terry  and  Lily  Langtry, 
work  samples  to  Pater  and  Arnold.  The  important  thing, 
Wilde  had  said,  was  self-development.  By  1882,  only  three 
years  from  Oxford,  he  was  already,  as  England’s  token  aes¬ 
thete,  on  a  lecture  tour  of  North  America.  Again,  he  saved 
his  words  for  the  crowds.  Nothing  he  says  in  the  letters 
seem  to  have  any  connection  with  what  he  was  saying  in 
Boston,  or  Chicago,  or  Arkansas,  or  with  the  high  fees  paid 
him  for  saying  it.  There  is  hardly  even  any  description,  let 
alone  wit.  He  scarcely  every  comments  on  where  he  is,  as  if 
Boston  and  Arkansas  were  all  the  same  to  him,  which  was 
surely  not  the  case.  His  egotism  is  by  now  fully  fledged. 
One  of  his  very  few  attempts  at  description  is  a  small  draw¬ 
ing  of  a  billboard  (in  Montreal)  advertising  his  name.  It  all 
boiled  down  to  the  importance  of  being  Oscar,  really,  and 
Oscar  the  Speaker.  The  vital  thing  was  what  one  said,  and 
the  circumstances  were  irrelevant,  or  boring:  “I  have  been 
to  Texas,”  he  says,  “and  seen  Savannah,  and  the  Georgia 
forests,  and  bathed  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  engaged  in 
Voodoo  rites  with  the  Negroes,  and  am  dreadfully  tired  and 
longing  for  an  idle  day  .  .  . 

Up  until  1894,  and  Wilde’s  imprisonment,  the  letters 
stay  much  the  same,  although  (with  a  number  of  successes 
behind  him,  both  theatrical  and  otherwise)  increasingly  less 
like  campaign  notes  and  more  like  stage  directions:  meet  me 
here,  publish  that,  send  this  here,  and  so  on.  We  gain  little 
sense  of  what  is  happening  in  his  life.  In  1885  he  married, 
for  example,  and  there  are  perhaps  three  letters  which  men¬ 
tion  this  fact,  in  between  notes  to  publishers,  and  squabbles 
with  Whistler.  Maybe  because  of  this,  Hart-Davis  saw  fit, 
in  the  complete  edition  of  the  letters2  to  include  four  from 
Constance  Wilde  herself,  for  atmosphere.  These  are 
omitted  in  the  present  volume. 

By  1891,  there  was  a  lot  going  on  which  Wilde  could 
not  have  written  about,  even  had  he  wanted  to.  That  was 
the  year  when,  “borerd  to  death  with  married  life,”  he  met 
Lord  Alfred  Douglas,  his  lover.  Shortly  after  this  he  began 
to  take  an  active  interest  in  London’s  world  of  boy-prosti¬ 
tution.  From  this  point  on,  the  letters  become  interesting. 
Although  he  says  nothing  of  the  larger  world  he  had  been 
introduced  to,  there  are  many  love  letters  to  Douglas.  Two 
of  these,  here  reprinted,  were  particularly  instrumental  in 
his  conviction.  Still,  it’s  conceivable  that,  had  Wilde  not 
sought  the  arrest  of  Queensberry’,  nothing  would  have 
happened.  Without  the  mass  of  outside  evidence  which  this 
action  incurred,  there  is  little  in  the  letters  which  could  not 
have  been  explained  away.  After  all,  statements  like  “it  is  a 
marvel  that  those  red  rose-leaf  lips  of  yours  should  have 
been  made  no  less  for  music  or  song  than  for  madness  of 
kisses”  might  easily  have  been  seen,  by  the  London  public, 

Continued  on  Page  8 
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THE  WORK  OF  A  COMMON  WOMAN 

By  Judy  Grahn. 

Diana  Press,  Oakland,  CA. 

158  pp. ,  $8.  75. 


_ Reviewed  hv  Pat  M.  Kuras _ 

F 

M.  OR  THE  most  part,  Judy  Grahn  is  a  very  economical 
poet;  she  does  not  squander  her  words.  Her  poems  are 
tightly  drawn,  using  curt,  simple  language.  In  their  simplici¬ 
ty,  they  can  range  from  amazingly  sharp  essays  to  leisurely, 
idyllic  ballets.  They  strength  of  her  poems  is  awesome. 

The  Work  Of  A  Common  Woman  is  a  chronological 
compilation  of  Grahn’s  poetry.  At  its  beginning  is  the 
story-poem,  “The  Psychoanalysis  of  Edward  the  Dyke.”  I 
first  made  contact  with  this  poem  when  I  was  18;  it  seems 
worthwhile  for  me  to  mention  this,  as  with  the  help  of  hind¬ 
sight,  I  can  see  that  I  was  Edward  to  an  extent.  Edward  is 
not  a  feminist  by  any  means.  She  is  just  a  good  ol’  dyke 
who  would  rather  live  and  let  live.  But,  of  course,  society 
won’t  allow  that.  In  her  psychoanalytical  treatment,  her 
good  doctor  hears  only  what  he  wants  to  hear.  In  public 
johns,  straight  ladies  continue  to  clobber  her.  When  she  de¬ 
fends  her  homosexuality  (the  word  lesbianism  is  unheard  of 
to  both  Edward  and  her  doctor),  it  is  with  limp,  romantic 
mush;  “Love  flowers  pearl,  of  delighted  arms.  Warm  and 
water.  Melting  of  vanilla  wafer  in  the  pants.”  Grahn’s  fable 
is  a  satire  on  psychiatry’s  appraoch  to  lesbianism  and  a  rap 
on  the  knuckles  for  docile  dykes  who  prefer  not  to  make 
waves.  It  is  both  a  mockery  and  a  warning  for  lesbians  who 
turn  to  their  oppressor  for  “help.” 

I  was  enchanted  by  Grahn’s  little  bits  of  lesbian  eroti¬ 
ca,  and  equally  delighted  by  a  quick  poem  that  touches  on 
gay-male  sexuality.  In  “the  harvest  spider,”  Grahn 
mentions  a  spider  with 

“legs  stretched  long  and 
easy  as  a  young  queen 
in  the  park 
he  knows  his  trick 

will  come  ...” 

Another  of  her  early  poems  tells  of  a  chilling  comrade¬ 
ship  with  the  dead  Marilyn  Monroe.  “I  have  come  to  claim 
Marilyn  Monroe’s  body  for  the  sake  of  my  own.”  In  her 
poem,  Grahn  and  Monroe  are  allies,  as  they  literally  des¬ 
troy  and  prevent  smirking  men  from  reducing  women  to 
hubba  hubba  hubba,  some  like  it  hot,  “brainless  cinderel- 
las.”  Through  Grahn’s  words,  Monroe  is  able  to  fend  off 
the  male  onslaught  as  she  was  unable  to  in  life.  It  is  time  for 
Marilyn  to  “be  serious.” 

More  than  likely,  Grahn’s  “Common  Woman”  poems 
are  among  the  most  popular  of  her  work.  From  broad¬ 
sheets  to  restaurants,  feminists  have  borrowed  the  title  for 
posters  and  bookstores,  t-shirts  and  establishments. 
Grahn’s  seven  poems  are  stunning  portraits,  such  as  Helen, 
the  managerial  woman,  who  “believes  that  people  are 
lice/who  eat  her,  so  she  bites  first  ...”  The  portraits  are 
not  delicate,  but  neither  are  they  coarse.  As  the  poet  must 
speak  true,  Grahn’s  poems  are  grippingly  real.  There  is 
nothing  romanticized  about  Ella,  the  waitress  of  a  highway 
diner: 

“  ...  Once/ 

she  shot  a  lover  who  misused  her  child. 

Before  she  got  out  of  jail,  the  courts  had  pounced 
and  given  the  child  away  ...” 

The  portrayed  plights  are  everyday  realities  for  thou¬ 
sands  of  women.  These  common  women  are  survivors;  they 
know  how  to  be  strong.  As  with  “Detroit  Annie,  hitchhik¬ 
ing:” 

“  .  .  .  She  figured  out  that  the  only  way 
to  keep  from  being  frozen  was  to 
stay  in  motion,  and  long  ago  converted 
most  of  her  flesh  into  liquid.  Now  when  she 
smells  danger,  she  spills  herself  all  over, 
like  gasoline,  and  lights  it.” 

The  impact  of  the  long  poem,  “A  Woman  Is  Talking 
to  Death,”  has  been  phenomenal.  Grahn  writes  that  the 
poem  “has  made  drunken  women  pound  the  table  protest¬ 
ing  having  to  listen,  and  mature  men  break  down  publicly 
in  tears,  temporarily  unable  to  function.  It  has  made 
large  groups  of  women  feel  strong  and  in  agreement.” 
Adrienne  Rich  describes  an  “irreversible”  effect  the  poem 
had  had  on  her  upon  reading  it,  while  Pat  Parker  fed  on  it 
for  inspiration  to  write  her  own  poem,  “Womanslaughter.” 

For  myself,  it  se^ms  that  I  have  been  working  on  re¬ 
viewing  this  book  for  an  eternity.  When  I  come  to  the 
poem,  “A  Woman  Is  Talking  To  Death,”  I  am  stumped. 
As  I  read  it  again  and  again,  I  tremble;  sometimes,  I  still 
weep.  I  have  had  to  close  the  book  and  actually  leave  my 
apartment  to  escape  the  poem.  I  find  myself  roaming  the 
winter-ravaged  Victory  Gardens  of  the  Fenway  —  their 
gray-brown  desolation  offers  no  solace.  I  seek  friends  who 
are  familiar  with  Grahn’s  poetry.  I  tell  them  I  am  trying  to 
write  about  the  poem.  They  nod  heavily,  understanding  the 
weight  of  my  task.  About  the  poem,  they  murmur  such 
adjectives  as  “powerful”  and  “important.”  At  night,  I  go 
to  the  bar  and  play  pinball.  Even  there,  Grahn’s  lines  con- 
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THE  MALE,  HIS  BODY,  HIS  SEX 

By  Alfred  A.  Lewis. 

Doubleday,  New  York. 

224  pp.,  $12.95,  doth;  $5.95,  paper. 


Reviewed  by  Jim  Davis 


In  1971,  the  Boston  Women’s  Health  Collective  pub¬ 
lished  Our  Bodies,  Ourselves.  Although  it  came  from  mod¬ 
est,  even  political  origins,  it  became  an  underground  seller, 
and  a  larger  publisher  was  called  in. 

Now  we  have  The  Male,  His  Body,  His  Sex,  which  fol¬ 
lows  another  book  with  an  equally  alienated  title,  The  Male 
Body:  An  Owner’s  Manual. 

The  Male,  His  Body,  His  Sex  suffers  from  the  indi¬ 
vidual  author’s  prejudices  andidiosyncracies.  It  lacks  any 
apparent  standard  for  including  some  subjects  and  not 
others.  Though  the  author  consulted  with  two  doctors  (a 
spot  check  with  another  doctor  reveals  some  medical 
advice  to  be  stale  by  at  least  five  years),  it  lacks  the  wider 
base  of  information  the  women’s  book  written  by  a  collec¬ 
tive  had.  When  the  author  divides  men  into  different 
sexual  groups,  there  is,  again,  no  single  standard  for  how 
they’re  treated. 

As  the  title  says,  this  book  is  about  half  and  half 
general  body  subjects  and  sexual  information.  For  straight 
people,  there’s  a  lot  of  information  on  sexuality  and  rela¬ 
tionships.  No  doubt  a  number  of  straight  readers  will  find 
the  book  useful.  However,  if  you’re  gay,  you  won’t  learn 
anything  much.  All  you’ll  learn  is  that  you’re  still  being  ar¬ 
bitrarily  separated  in  order  to  be  given  second  class  treat¬ 
ment.  The  book  is  sprinkled  with  a  few  perfunctory  liberal¬ 
isms,  but  gays  still  go  second  class. 

There’s  an  Abbot  &  Costello  routine  in  which  two 
boxers  are  receiving  instructions  from  the  referee:  “None 
of  this  (pinch).  None  of  that  (kick).  None  of  this  (punch) 

.  .  .”  As  he  says  it,  he  matter-of-factly  demonstrates  each 
punch,  on  one  of  the  boxers.  The  fighter  naively  trusts  the 
referee,  so  he  gets  it  every  time.  To  be  gay  and  to  buy  this 
book  is  a  little  like  being  that  boxer  who’s  too  slow  to  see 
that  the  referee  has  taken  sides.  For  example,  in  the  gay 
chapter,  the  sexual  information  is  drivel  (“The  most  com¬ 
mon  form  of  reaching  orgasm  is  mutual  masturbation.”) 
The  “guided  tour”  section  includes  a  piece  on  “Homosex¬ 
ual  Professions.”  The  author  forgets  to  explain  “Hetero¬ 
sexual  Professions”  and  “Bisexual  Professions.” 

It’s  surprising  how  different  sexual  categories  of  men 
are  supposed,  by  the  book,  to  have  such  non-overlapping 
areas  of  interest.  Married  men,  single,  hetero  men,  former¬ 
ly  married  men,  bisexuals  and  gay  men  all  have  their  own, 
discrete  interests.  Those  of  gays  are  hardly  mentioned. 

For  example,  a  married  man,  and  only  he,  is  supposed 
to  be  interested  in  “The  Importance  of  Communication,” 
and  “Pornography”  (as  a  possible  aid  to  marriage,  of 
course).  For  some  reason  I  guess  we’re  supposed  to  know, 
the  non-married  heterosexual  man  doesn’t  have  these  pos¬ 
sible  interests.  Nor  do  the  non-heterosexuals. 


Another  example.  The  single  hetero  man,  only,  is  in¬ 
terested  in  “Variation  in  Sexual  Technique.”  In  discussing 
this,  the  author  states  that  “homosexuals  are  probably  a 
good  deal  less  sexually  adventurous  than  their  ‘straight’ 
counterparts.”  He  goes  on  to  say  that  in  recent  decades, 
heterosexuals  have  accepted  oral  sex  more,  and  that  “it  fol¬ 
lows”  that  gay  men  have  gotten  into  it,  too.  This  must  have 
been  right  after  white  folks  invented  soul  food. 

Perhaps  if  the  married  reader  had  considered  “com¬ 
munication”  when  he  was  a  single  man,  he  wouldn’t  need 
to  be  told  elementary  things  about  beig  considerate  of  his 
partner,  today,  nor  would  he  be  checking  out  pornography. 
Unless  I  missed  it,  in  all  the  sensitive  detail  lavished  on 
heterosexualities  (five  chapters),  not  once  does  the  word 
‘sexism’  appear.  A  lot  of  sexist  language,  however,  does 
appear,  in  what  are  supposedly  quotations  from  “inter¬ 
views  with  a  cross  section  of  males.”  Even  if  it’s  not  his 
own  language,  the  author  chooses  to  include  it,  and  with¬ 
out  ever  calling  anyone  on  it.  Nor  does  he  speak  up  against 
derogatory  language  about  gay  sexuality  or  gay  people, 
after  quoting  it. 

The  author  does  give  a  remarkable  rendering,  in  one  of 
the  shortest  chapters,  of  ways  bisexual  people  are  some¬ 
times  misunderstood,  and  how  they  have  to  work  against 
that  to  be  healthy  and  content.  Lewis  states  in  the  bisex¬ 
uality  chapter  that  “most  homosexuals  view  bisexuals  with 
disdain.”  This  is  in  the  “Attitudes  Towards  Bisexuals”  sec¬ 
tion,  which  concentrates  on  gay  people.  Elsewhere,  he 
admits  that  heterosexuals  are  involved  in  this  oppression 
also,  saying  “the  heterosexual  often  has  more  negative  feel¬ 
ings  about  bisexuality  than  he  (emphasis  mine)  does  about 
homosexuality.”  An  interesting  claim,  since  the  only 
example  given  of  these  different  levels  of  prejudice  is  a  man 
who  says  he’s  oppressed  as  a  bisexual  because  his  gay  side 
gets  a  lot  of  flak  from  straight  people.  Nowhere  does  the 
author  discuss  this  as  a  basic  reality  or  does  he  discuss  the 
fact  that  gay  men  often  feel  pressure  to  be  (or  identify  as) 
bisexual.  You’re  asked  if  you’ve  ever  slept  with  a  woman, 
and  if  you  answer  ‘yes,’  suddenly  you  feel  a  definitely 
increased  attitude  of  respect  from  the  questioner ...  if  not 
in  yourself  as  well. 

There  are  a  number  of  specific  concerns  (mostly 
ignored  in  The  Male),  from  traditional  medical  “blind 
spots”  related  to  gay  men,  to  doctors’  actually  harming 
patients  out  of  contempt  for  their  sexuality,  that  justify  a 
general  health  book  by  and  for  gay  men. 

This  all  brings  to  mind  the  fact  that  pop  health  book 
didn’t  used  to  be  divided  by  gender,  and  didn’t  go  much 
into  sexuality.  But  there  is  little  benefit,  if  The  Male  is  any 
example,  for  gay  men  to  have  their  sexuality  “included”  in 
heterosexist  books.  I  like  what  I  remember  of  the  older-type 
books,  such  as  The  Medicine  Show,  by  a  consumer  group, 
of  the  health  chapter  in  the  ’48  Boy  Scout  Handbook.  At 
least  there  I  got  some  basic  information  without  being 
slandered,  insulted,  or  treated  like  an  outsider. 

Young  people  whose  homoeroticism  is  emerging  need 
to  know,  the  sooner  the  better,  that  they’re  not  the  only 
ones.  If  it  were  not  for  that  need,  I’d  say  that  obscurity  was 
better  than  books  like  this. 
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Matriarchal  Sci-Fi 


HERLAND 

By  Charlotte  Perkins  Gilman. 
Pantheon  Books,  New  York. 
148  pp. 


Reviewed  by  Michael  Bronski 


JLHE  REALMS  of  science  fiction,  or  as  the  purists 
would  have  it,  speculative  fiction,  are  being  explored  by 
more  and  more  feminist  and  gay  writers.  The  novels  of 
Joanna  Russ  and  George  Nader  are  popular  and  noted  as 
much  for  their  thought  as  their  adventure.  It  is  a  real  sur¬ 
prise  to  find  this  “new”  speculative  fiction  written  more 
than  65  years  ago  by  one  of  America’s  leading  feminists  and 
not  published  in  book  form  until  now.  Herland,  by  Char¬ 
lotte  Perkins  Gilman,  is  a  Jules  Verne-like  adventure  story 
of  three  men  who  stumble  upon  a  country  peopled  entirely 
by  women.  It  is  startling  —  not  only  in  its  wit  and  under¬ 
standing  of  social  and  psychological  patriarchal  presump¬ 
tions,  but  also  in  its  use  of  such  currently  fashionable  items 
as  parthenogenesis  and  a  distinctly  feminine  spirituality. 

Like  Edward  Bellamy’s  Looking  Backward  (he  had  a 
great  effect  upon  Gilman’s  social  thought)  or  even  Swift’s 
Gulliver’s  Travels,  Herland  is  a  novel  of  social  criticism 
cloaked  in  an  adventure  story.  Three  explorers  —  Terry, 
Jeff,  and  Van  —  lose  their  way  and  come  across  Herland,  a 
country  that  for  over  2000  years  has  been  matriarchal, 
dwelt  in  only  by  women.  It  has  evolved  into  a  state  of  near 
perfection.  Somewhere  in  the  far  past,  after  a  series  of 
wars,  a  group  of  women  found  themselves  the  only  surviv¬ 
ors  of  a  civilization.  Miraculously  one  of  the  women  was 
able  to  reproduce  parthenogenically  (self-fertilization  of 
the  egg  without  use  of  sperm)  and  gave  birth  to  five  daugh¬ 
ters,  all  with  the  same  ability.  They,  in  turn,  birth  five 
more,  thus  begetting  a  new  civilization:  all  women  being 
actual  sisters  with  a  common  mother/ancestor.  The  story  is 
told  by  Van  and  is  made  up  of,  for  the  most  part,  a  retelling 
of  the  social  mores,  habits,  customs,  and  structures  of  Her¬ 
land.  Each  of  the  men  have  their  own  reactions  to  what 
they  find  and  their  interactions  with  the  women.  The 
women  are  very  interested  to  find  out  about  the  outside 
world  (which  they,  in  ignorance,  hold  in  some  awe)  and  in 


the  possibility  of  reintroducing  (what  they  term)  bisexual 
reproduction  to  their  land. 

Gilman’s  basic  literary  technique  is  elemental  but 
works  consistently  well.  She  makes  her  points  with  under¬ 
statement  by  the  comic  juxtaposition  of  the  men’s  expecta¬ 
tions  to  the  reality  of  Herland.  When  they  discover  the  high 
level  of  culture  Van  exclaims,  “This  is  a  civilized  country. 
There  must  be  men.”  When  they  see  three  young  women 
observing  them  from  a  tree  they  immediately  conclude  that 
the  “natives”  must  be  arboreal,  not  understanding  that  this 
culture’s  freedom  gives  women  the  clothing  and  physical 
agility  to  do  things  unheard  of  in  their  own  country.  The 
chapters  in  which  the  women  question  the  men  to  find  out 
about  America  are  particularly  pungent  in  this  social  criti¬ 
cism.  While  attempting  to  make  their  homeland  seem  as 
good  as  possible,  the  men  are  always  being  caught  up  in 
their  own  lies  and  refusals  to  see  the  truth.  They  claim  that 
their  culture  praises  motherhood  but  then  are  forced  to 
admit  that  the  rich  have  fewer  chidlren  and  more  time  to 
spend  with  them  while  poor  women  bear  more  children  and 
have  to  work  long  hours  to  feed  them.  They  also  have  to  ex¬ 
plain  why  pets,  who  are  loved,  are  kept  on  leashes;  why 
feathered  hats  are  all  right  on  women  but  not  on  men;  and 
why  men  cut  their  hair  short  while  women  are  expected  to 
keep  theirs  long.  And  all  this  in  the  land  of  the  free.  Luckily 
thisSocratic  method  never  becomes  too  tedious.  Gilman  is 
skillful  enough  to  keep  the  reader  interested  in  one  fact 
after  another. 

Much  of  what  the  men  find  in  Herland  is  logical  im¬ 
provements  upon  their  culture,  made  because  there  is  no 
sexual  stereotyping  or  capitalist  economy.  Clothing  is  sim¬ 
ple  and  useful,  people  live  in  semi-communal  clusters  of 
houses,  technology  has  been  used  to  release  everyone  from 
drudgery  but  not  used  to  enslave  people  in  factories  to 
make  useless  products,  everyone  has  a  good,  useful  educa¬ 
tion,  and  there  are  no  classes  or  artifical  social  separations. 
To  a  large  degree  Herland  is  a  feminist/socialist  vision  of 
the  future  —  a  reflection  of  Gilman’s  concerns  and  pas¬ 
sions,  and  to  some  degree  of  her  ideosyncracies. 

Charlotte  Perkins  Gilman  was  born  in  1860  and  died  in 
1935.  Both  parents  came  from  long  standing  New  England 
families.  (Her  father  was  directly  related  to  the  illustrious 
though  somewhat  crazy  Beecher  family.)  There  was  some 
family  money,  but  when  she  was  an  infant  Charlotte’s 


father  deserted  the  family,  leaving  them  to  suffer  the  harsh 
poverty  of  city  life  in  the  mid-nineteenth  century.  The  only 
time  that  Charlotte  heard  from  her  father  during  her  child¬ 
hood  (he  was  head  of  the  Boston  Public  Library  for  some 
time)  was  to  receive  reading  lists  of  educational  books.  Her 
mother  refused  to  show  any  love  or  affection  to  her 
children  to  spare  them  disillusionment  in  later  life. 

Charlotte  was  very  brilliant  and  supported  herself  in  a 
variety  of  jobs  including  governess,  artist,  and  teacher.  She 
married  Charles  Stetson  in  1884,  after  much  vacillation, 
and  soon  gave  birth  to  a  daughter.  The  marriage  seemed  to 
be  faring  well,  but  Charlotte  soon  had  a  near  complete  ner¬ 
vous  breakdown.  The  best  professionals  declared  that  she 
would  have  to  stop  writing,  reading,  and  “strenuous” 
thought.  A  trial  separation  from  her  husband  brought 
better  results  and  they  were  eventually  divorced.  She  suf¬ 
fered  from  minor  relapses  her  whole  life.  (Her  short  story 
The  Yellow  Wallpaper  is  a  merciless  account  of  this  break¬ 
down  and  its  causes.) 

Once  on  her  own  feet  Charlotte  soon  made  a  living  by 
writing,  lecturing,  and  doing  political  work.  She  was  deeply 
committed  to  both  feminism  and  socialism.  In  1898  she 
wrote  Women  and  Economics,  a  socialist-slanted  look  at 
the  relationship  between  the  sexes  and  the  economy  that 
was  praised  then,  and  is  still  remarkably  accurate  today. 
Beginning  in  1909,  she  wrote  and  edited  her  own  monthly 
magazi  ne.  The  Forerunner.  She  wrote  almost  all  of  it  her¬ 
self  (prose,  essays,  fiction,  poems,  and  news)  and  it  was 
here  that  Herland  first  appeared.  She  espoused  the  ideas  of 
Lester  Ward,  who  stated  that  the  male  characteristics  of  ag¬ 
gression  and  violence  were  secondary  sexual  manifestations 
and  claimed  that  women  were  by  nature  peaceful  and  coop¬ 
erative.  In  1923  she  published  His  Religion  and  Hers  claim¬ 
ing  that  when  women  turned  to  theology,  religion  would 
cease  to  be  concerned  with  death  and  punishment.  (Move 
over  Mary  Daly.)  She  remarried  —  George  Gilman  —  and 
seemed  to  be  happy  in  the  relationship.  Her  last  years  were 
productive  and  she  gained  a  good  deal  of  popularity  and  re¬ 
cognition  for  her  thought.  In  1932  she  discovered  that  she 
had  breast  cancer,  and,  feeling  that  she  could  no  longer 
function  as  a  capable,  useful,  human  being,  she  took  her 
life  in  1935.  For  many  years  she  was  considered  the  most 
famous  American  feminist.  However,  except  for  The  Yel¬ 
low  Wallpaper  she  is  almost  unknown  to  us  today. 

Herland  is  a  good  introduction  to  Gilman’s  thought 
and  character.  Like  other  nineteenth  century  social  critics 
she  was  a  rationalist  (so  evident  in  the  plot  devices  of  the 
novel).  However,  she  had  a  strong  sense  of  humor  and  a 
range  of  interests  that  managed  to  be  all  encompassing 
without  becoming  defused  or  chaotic.  She  was  a  bridge  be¬ 
tween  Victorian  progressive  thought  and  the  twentieth  cen¬ 
tury.  In  some  ways  her  ideas  are  still  radical. 

A  major  concern  and  theme  in  Herland  is  mother¬ 
hood.  The  women  of  this  country  prize  and  live  for  nothing 
else:  it  is  their  crowning  glory.  It  is,  in  fact,  not  only  what 
makes  them  complete  women,  but  is  at  the  root  of  their  co¬ 
operation,  goodwill,  harmony,  and  superiority.  This  is  a 
startling  notion  because  the  book  portrays  a  solely  gyno- 
centric  society  and  there  is  no  place  for  the  heterosexuality 
that  we  usually  associate  with  parenting.  The  role  reversals 
in  the  book  become  quite  comic  towards  the  end,  when  the 
men  realize  that  the  women  look  at  them  as  just  fathers  and 
cannot  understand  the  concept  of  a  sexual/physical  rela¬ 
tionship. 

This  brings  up  a  somewhat  disturbing  aspect  of  the 
world  of  Herland.  The  comic  reversals  of  identity  resting 
upon  just  fathering  aside,  there  is  no  sex,  of  any  kind,  in 
this  universe.  There  is  never  any  mention  of  lesbianism,  and 
when  questioned  about  the  possibility/feasibility  of  sexuali¬ 
ty,  the  women  just  assume  that  it  has  been  a  forgotten  piece 
of  social  conditioning.  One  has  the  feeling  that  Gilman  was 
too  smart,  that  Herland  is  too  well  constructed,  for  this  to 
be  just  a  casual  oversight. 

No  doubt  some  of  this  is  a  reflection  of  Gilman’s 
personality.  One  of  her  most  popular  lectures  in  the  1920s 
was  “The  Falsity  of  Freud,”  in  which  she  complained 
about  the  Viennese  doctor’s  obsession  with  sex.  In  Women 
and  Economics  she  accuses  Victorians  of  being  oversexed 
because  of  the  narrow  range  of  activities  open  to  them  (the 
presumption  being  that  sexuality  is  somehow  socially  in¬ 
vented  rather  than  innate).  She  also  voiced  some  disappro¬ 
val  with  birth  control  advocates  saying  that  sex  was  intend¬ 
ed  by  nature  only  for  procreation  and  not  for  recreation 
though  it  had  “come  to  be,  as  it  were,  a  free  ticket  for  self¬ 
ish  and  fruitless  indulgence.”  Gilman’s  life  was  hard; 
things  did  not  come  easy  to  her.  Perhaps  some  of  this  is  re¬ 
flected  in  the  anti-sexual  overtones  of  Herland. 

It  is  a  mistake,  though,  to  try  to  explain  Gilman’s 
sexual  attitudes  through  psycho-personal  interpretations 
alone.  She  is  a  direct  descendent  of  the  mid -nineteenth 
century  woman  reformer.  Not  only  of  the  early  suffragists, 
but  all  of  the  middle-class  women  reformers  who  praised 
the  home,  motherhood  and  apple  pie  as  the  salvation  of  the 
country.  (Ann  Douglas’s  The  Feminization  of  American 
Culture  is  a  wonderful  analysis  of  the  beginnings  and  un¬ 
derlying  trends  of  this  movement.)  Gilman’s  great  aunt 
Catherine  Beecher  had  plans  to  form  benevolent  organiza¬ 
tions  of  Protestant  women,  not  unlike  Catholic  nuns, 
who,  through  dedication  and  self  sacrifice  (and  what  is 
stronger  than  a  mother’s  love  and  sacrifice),  would  change 
the  world  and  reform  society.  It  is  not  surprising  to  learn 
that  Gilman,  in  the  sequel  to  Herland,  With  Her  in  Our- 
land,  is  as  xenophobic  as  the  earlier  women  reformers  who 
wanted  to  civilize  the  hordes  of  immigrants  coming  into  this 
country.  Because  of  the  sexual  discrimination  and  oppres¬ 
sion  in  the  culture,  these  women  were  generally  anti-cexual. 
Gilman,  with  a  new  .set  of  “scientific”  truths,  has  carried 
on  this  tradition.  In  fact  she  has  perfected  it  and  mytholo- 
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MANHATTAN 

By  Neal  Travis. 

Crown  Publishers,  New  York. 

250  pp..  $10.00. 

Reviewed  bv  Eric  Rofes 

C 

v  j  OMEDAY  someone  will  write  a  book  about  journal¬ 
ists  who  write  novels.  Today  well  known  journalists  who 
want  to  increase  their  income  have  ample  opportunity  to 
break  into  the  publishing  field.  There  are  risks  involved  in 
this  transition,  however,  and  writers  often  rush  ahead 
without  an  awareness  of  the  distinction  between  newspaper 
and  novel  writing.  Neal  Travis,  the  author  of  Manhattan  is 
a  prime  example  of  a  novelist  who  should  have  limited 
himself  to  the  pages  of  newspapers  and  magazines. 

Travis  is  a  gossip  columnist  and  editor,  formerly  for 
New  York  magazine,  and  currently  for  the  New  York  Post. 
His  society  columns  are  typical  of  that  genre:  they  stress 
action  (who  did  what  to  whom?)  and  they  see  humans  one- 
dimensionally.  Travis  carried  these  characteristics  over  to 
his  novel,  and  the  result  is  both  unimpressive  and  vapid. 
The  only  titillation  in  Manhattan  arises  from  wondering 
who  the  real  people  are  that  he  bases  his  characters  on. 


Manhattan  is  about  a  weekly  magazine  in  the  Big 
Apple  (perhaps  NewYork  magazine?)  and  the  intrigues  that 
arise  in  what  is  becoming  the  increasingly  self-indulgent 
world  of  journalism.  Michael  Glennon,  the  magazine’s 
publisher,  is  a  veteran  journalist  who  has  built  Manhattan 
into  the  hot  source  of  gossip,  political  scandal,  and  news  on 
the  Beautiful  People,  unfortunately,  Glennon  is  also  a  bit 
of  a  boor  and  can’t  keep  his  particularly  offensive  brand  of 
machismo  under  control.  Hence  the  board  of  directors, 
with  controlling  shares  of  stock,  are  trying  to  sell  Glennon 
out  of  Manhattan  altogether. 

There’s  lots  of  plot  in  the  book,  but  it’s  consistently 
shallow.  Glennon  ends  up  joining  forces  with  a  city  politico 
and  his  Mafia  connections  to  retain  control  of  the  paper. 
Jamie  Kilgour,  the  magazine’s  gossip  columnist,  decides  to 
dig  into  a  controversial  story  and  investigate  Mob  owner¬ 
ship  of  gay  bars.  Glennon’s  ex-girlfriend,  Susan  Manfred, 
become  the  editor  of  a  weekly  magazine  to  rival  Man¬ 
hattan.  Throw  this  all  together  with  some  insipid  hetero¬ 
sexual  sex  scenes,  a  sprinkle  of  violence,  and  the  10th 
anniversary  bash  for  the  magazine  at  Studio  54,  and  you  get 
250  pages  of  trash. 

Travis’  treatment  of  gay  people  is  usually  inoffensive, 
and  interesting  to  note.  The  plot  takes  us  through  the 
“sleaze  pits”,  the  lower  West  Side  leather  bars,  which 


Travis  notes  with  undue  repulsion.  Familiar  haunts  like  the 
“Anvil,”  provide  the  setting  for  some  of  the  wilder  scenes 
in  the  book,  although  the  bar’s  name  has  been  changed  to 
the  “//ammer,”  probably  to  protect  Travis  from  libel  suits. 
And  while  Kilgour,  the  major  gay  character  in  the  book, 
ends  up  beaten  and  on  the  critical  list  at  a  city  hospital,  he  is 

not  specifically  the  victim  of  queer  bashers  (though  he  has  a 

lead  pipe  thrust  up  his  anus),  but  of  the  Mafioso  bouncers 
at  the  “Hammer.” 

Another  interesting  connection  which  Travis  makes  in¬ 
volves  the  intimacy  that  can  occur  between  gay  men  and 
strong  women.  Myra,  one  of  the  staff  writers  at  Man¬ 
hattan,  is  a  very  private  person  and  a  tough,  aggressive 
writer.  The  staff  gossip  pegs  her  as  a  lesbian,  but  she  isn’t. 
When  Jamie  Kilgour  finally  tells  Myra  that  he’s  gay,  she 
tells  him,  “Jesus,  I  know  you’re  gay.  You’d  almost  have  to 
be,  to  be  as  caring  as  you  are  about  people.”  The  only  real 
friendship  in  the  book  that  goes  deeper  than  lunches  at 
Elaine’s  and  trips  to  Bloomingdale’s  is  Jamie’s  and  Myra’s. 

I  read  Manhattan  during  airplane  flights  between  Bos¬ 
ton  and  New  York,  and,  while  I  was  in  Manhattan,  I  realize 
that  there  were  more  interesting,  real  people  on  the  side¬ 
walks  of  New  York,  than  there  are  in  Travis’  book.  Leave 
the  book  for  the  trash  collector  and  discover  the  city  for 
yourself. 


Still  Private 


THE  PRIVATE  LIFE  OF 
FLORENCE  NIGHTINGALE 

By  Richard  Gordon. 

Atheneum,  New  York. 

232  pp.,  $9.95. 

Reviewed  by  Flame  B.  James 


w 

TT  HY  DID  THE  medical  doctor,  Richard  Gordon, 
write  a  novel  entitled  The  Private  Life  of  Florence  Nightin¬ 
gale  when  what  he  really  wanted  to  tell  us  about  was  a  doc¬ 
tor’s  experiences  in  the  Crimean  War?  In  my  opinion  it  was 
because  he  wanted  to  make  money. 

I  looked  forward  to  reading  a  biographical  novel  (my 
favorite)  about  a  remarkable  lesbian,  who,  with  other 
nurses,  changed  drastically  an  archaic  aspect  of  medicine.  I 
had  a  funny  sensation  run  through  my  brain  when  1  saw  the 
author’s  name.  I  quickly  turned  to  the  back  flap  to  see  if 
Richard  Gordon  wasn’t  perhaps  a  pseudonym  for  a 
woman.  No,  he’s  male.  I  sighed  and  hoped  that  maybe  this 
guy  had  some  feminist  consciousness. 

The  author  speaks  through  the  main  character, 
Tristam  Darling,  who  is  an  underpaid  reporter  for  the 
“Penny  Pioneer,  a  radical  paper  popular  among  the  poor.” 
Darling  is  befriended  by  Florence  Nightingale  while  pur¬ 
suing  a  story.  He  uses  her  and  her  profession  to  promote  his 
career  as  a  war  correspondent.  The  bookxeveis_a  decade  in 
England  beginning  in  the  1850s.  It  vividly  describes  the 


London  of  this  time  and  the  lives  and  work  of  its  popu¬ 
lation  in  the  first  chapter,  and  elaborates  on  the  cruel  and 
bloody  Crimean  War  (including  the  doctors’  duties  and  sur¬ 
gical  techniques)  throughout  the  rest  of  the  novel. 

The  book  is  confusing  and,  eventually,  boring.  Gor¬ 
don  does  not  connect  events  smoothly  from  page  to  page. 
Nightingales’s  “private  life”  is  not  mentioned  until  half¬ 
way  through  the  book.  Gordon  isovertly  sexist  and  miso¬ 
gynist.  His  condescending  attitude  towards  his  female  char¬ 
acters  made  reviewing  this  book  an  infuriating  and  some¬ 
what  frightening  experience.  Frightening,  because  Richard 
Gordon  is  a  “respected”  doctor  and  author.  People  will 
buy  and  read  this  book  for  its  sensational  title  and  uncon¬ 
sciously  take  in  his  attitudes. 

Gordon  cannot  cope  with  a  strong  woman  character 
and  does  not  give  us  a  positive  image  of  the  “first  nurse.” 
He  is  forced  to  allude  to  her  strength,  but  then,  classically, 
denies  that  a  real  woman  can  be  strong.  Florence  says, 
“Parthe  (Florence’s  sister]  always  told  me  I  was  more  like  a 
man.  Indeed,  it  was  true.”  Tristam  Darling  describes 
Florence  by  saying,  among  other  things,  “She  had  no 
bosom,  a  deficiency  I  always  thought  in  a  woman  like  a  bed 
without  a  pillow. ”(!)  Gordon  rakes  over  every  female  char- . 
acter  in  the  book  in  a  similar  way.  No  woman  is  treated 
positively  without  first  being  abused. 

Richard  Gordon  makes  evident  his  classism  not  only 
through  his  description  of  the  characters’  attire  and  looks, 
but  by  his  constant  use  of  French  expressions  without  trans¬ 
lations.  In  the  novel,  all  upperclass  women,  including  Flor¬ 
ence,  are  described  as  beautiful,  clean,  intelligent,  digni¬ 


fied,  proud  and  respectable.  All  other  women  are  “  .  .  . 
ugly  .  .  .  gin  soaked  .  .  .  whores  .  .  .  shabby  .  .  .  old  .  .  . 
dim-witted.”  These  negative  judgments  refer  to  most  of  the 
women  Nightingale  recruited  to  go  to  the  Crimean  War. 
About  30  women  traveled  with  her  and  became  nurses.  Of 
these  thirty,  a  handful  were  wealthy,  but  most  were  desti¬ 
tute.  There  were  no  jobs,  no  opportunities  to  survive  de¬ 
cently,  for  women  alone  during  this  time.  These  few  women 
had  a  limited  choice  in  their  future:  starve  in  London  or  to 
be  fed  and  take  a  huge  risk  by  going  to  India,  a  different 
world,  disrupted  by  war. 

Gordon’s  misogyny  is  structured  into  his  story  and  in 
his  portrayal  of  the  main  characters’  thoughts  and  percep¬ 
tions  of  life.  Florence  Nightingale  constantly  puts  down 
women  for  their  lack  of  intelligence.  She  insinuates  that  she 
will  never  be  fulfilled  because  her  intellectual  side  can  only 
be  satisfied  by  men  and  her  “passionate  nature”  by  wom¬ 
en.  Darling,  on  the  surface,  accepts  Florence’s  lesbianism, 
but  goes  on  to  marry  Jane  Bancroft,  her  lover,  after  the  two 
women  quarrel.  The  author’s  attitude  that  a  “good  fuck” 
is  all  a  woman  needs  to  “cure”  her  of  lesbianism  is  blatant 
in  this  episode. 

The  idea  that  lesbians  are  lonely  and  bitter  comes 
through  in  his  portrayal  of  Florence  as  a  work  horse  — 
cold,  menacing,  nagging.  She  has  an  unsettling  number  of 
lovers. 

The  Private  Life  of  Florence  Nightingale  is  a  trite,  ex¬ 
ploitative  mess  of  a  book.  I  am  interested  in  knowing 
whether  there  are  any  books  that  give  a  positive  image  to 
this  woman’s  life  and  include  her  lesbianism. 
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Connecting  With  Women 


GIVE  ME  YOUR  GOOD  EAR 

By  Maureen  Brady. 

Spinster,  Ink. 

RD  1,  A r gyle,  NY  12809. 

141  pp.,  $4.50. 


Reviewed  by  Pat  M.  Kuras 


M  AUREEN  Brady’s  novel,  Give  Me  Your  Good  Ear, 
trickles  in  a  low-keyed  style.  Her  humor  slips  in  occasional¬ 
ly,  coming  short  and  sudden,  like  a  snap  from  a  wet  towel; 
then,  the  narrative  immediately  falls  back  to  its  usual,  un¬ 
constrained  leisurely  form.  When  1  first  began  to  read  this 
book,  I  had  strong  misgivings.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
story,  the  narrator,  Francie,  is  attempting  to  break  away 
from  Ben,  her  painfully-neurotic  lover.  It  took  Brady’s 
infrequent  snaps  of  humor  (mainly  directed  at  Ben,  the 
wimp)  to  hold  my  interest. 

Brady’s  novel  (although  it  does  not  explore  lesbian 
themes  as  explicityly  as  my  social  consciousness,  intellect 
and  libido  would  like  it  to)  has  its  hints  of  lesbianism.  There 
are  signposts  aplenty  for  “the  perceptive  reader,”  but 
Brady  never  delivers  a  coming-out  scene  which,  in  the  long 
run,  is  fortunate.  Such  an  episode  would  have  undoubtedly 
upset  the  flow  of  the  book  and  thrown  it  way  off  kilter. 

This  book  is  a  hard  one  to  pigeon-hole.  Not  exactly  a 
heterosexual  “love”  story,  it  focuses  on  three  main  points: 
Francie’s  childhood,  her  work  as  a  physical  therapist,  and 
her  ensuing  life  during  and  after  the  break-up  with  Ben. 
Although  the  events  described  hop-scotch  back  and  forth  in 
time,  the  story  moves  along  in  an  orderly  fasion  and  is  rare¬ 
ly  rambling.  A  lifetime  of  events  happen  here,  but  the 
action  seems  secondary  compared  to  Brady’s  intent  to 
explore  women’s  connections.  Brady  spins  a  web  of  tan¬ 
gents  that  all  touch  on  Francie,  her  life  —  which  includes 
many  women.  Whether  it  be  a  few  paragraphs  attributed  to 
the  lonely  lady  neighbor  who  adopts  stray  cats  or  the  book- 


long  exploration  of  Francie’s  relationship  with  her  gentle 
and  loving  mother,  Brady  gives  us  keen  glances  at  women’s 
actual  lives  in  a  way  that  is  not  slick  or  sensationalized.  She 
treats  her  characters  honestly  and  with  respect. 

In  speaking  of  her  grandmother,  narrator  Francie  ad¬ 
mits  how,  as  children,  she  and  her  siblings  had  always 
laughed  at  their  grandmother.  Later,  as  an  adult,  Francie 
wonders  why.  There  is  a  poignant  scene  in  which  the  grand¬ 
mother  (some  would  call  her  senile)  shares  an  old  scrap¬ 
book  (a  mirror  of  her  life)  with  Francie.  This  scene  moved 
me  in  such  a  way  that  it  made  me  wish  I  had  spent  more 
time  talking  with  my  own  grandmothers. 

Brady  is  capable  of  transferring  simple,  everyday 
events  into  exquisitely-written  passages.  For  example,  the 
following  is  an  account  of  how  Francie,  as  a  child,  would 
spy  on  her  mother’s  daily  ritual  of  brushing  her  hair: 


“She  brushed  it  each  morning  on  the  porch.  ...  I 
liked  to  watch  her  whenever  1  had  the  chance.  She 
seemed  to  daydream  while  she  brushed,  and  even  af¬ 
ter  all  the  knots  were  gone,  she  continued  to  brush 
some  more,  bringing  out  the  natural  oils,  she  claimed. 
Then  slowly,  methodically,  she’d  pick  the  hairs  out 
of  the  brush  and  leave  a  hair  ball  on  the  porch  rail 
for  the  birds  to  use  in  their  nests.” 

Following  this  short  novel,  there  is  an  afterword  that 
details  the  difficulties  Brady  had  in  getting  her  book  pub¬ 
lished  —  difficulties  from  feminist  presses  and  straight 
houses  alike.  This  afterword  presents  the  very  sad  fact  that 
(for  whatever  reasons)  many  women’s  stories  have  been  re¬ 
jected  by  publishers  and,  as  a  result,  lost  to  the  rest  of  us. 
As  a  writer,  I  wish  that  more  and  more  women’s/femi¬ 
nist/lesbian  presses  would  become  open  to  us,  in  hopes  of 
diminishing  this  real  tragedy  of  lost  voices.  I  am  grateful 
that  Maureen  Brady,  with  her  invaluable  voice,  has  not 
allowed  herself  to  be  passively  silenced. 


Continued  from  Page  3 
tinue  to  haunt  me.  They  lights  on  the  pinball  machine  blur 
into  a  soft  fuzz  —  they  become  headlights  on  a  bridge.  (I 
am  playing  a  movie  in  my  head.)  I  realize  that  I  am  visualiz¬ 
ing  the  beginning  of  Grahn’s  poem  .  .  . 

It  is  midnight,  a  February  evening.  Grahn  and  her 
lover  are  driving  along  a  six-lane  bridge  slowly.  Two  young 
men  are  at  the  middle  of  the  bridge.  One  stands  far  to  the 
side,  while  his  companion  rests  casually  on  a  motorcycle, 
blocking  the  entire  left  lane;  filling  the  space,  he  basks  in 
his  overdrawn  male  privilege.  Seemingly,  he  feels  that  he 
can  do  anything  he  pleases. 

It  happens  in  an  instant  —  “Look  at  that  fool,”  Grahn 
says  of  the  motorcycle  man  who  is  laughing  and  will  die 
laughing.  A  middle-aged  back  man  driving  a  big  car  speeds 
down  the  very  same  lane  in  which  the  arrogant  motorcycle 
man  is  perched.  Later  the  black  man  sputters,  “I  couldn’t 
stop.”  And  who  could  have?  Cars  roaring  across  a  six-lane 
bridge  at  midnight.  To  stop  on  a  dime,  because  a  young 
white  man  in  levis  has  planted  himself  there  like  an  odd, 
stubborn,  laughing  weed.  He  though  that  he  owned  the 
bridge. 

The  poem  continues  with  the  fate  of  the  black  man  and 
Grahn’s  reluctance  to  become  involved.  The  black  man  is 
beaten  by  white  policemen  who  come  to  investigate  the  ac¬ 
cident.  They  take  him  to  several  hospitals  until,  finally, 
they  coerce  one  into  giving  them  “a  drunk  test  report  to  fit 
their  case.” 

The  poem  is  a  fine  net,  webbed  with  other  stories  that 
are  equally  relentless.  It  is  a  criss-crossing  study  of  those 
with  power  and  privilege,  and  those  without.  The  segments 
are  harrowing  in  their  authenticity.  Grahn  speaks  with  a 
passionate  and  righteous  anger  that  we  know  as  women.  (“ 
.  .  .  death  tells  the  women  to  stay  home/and  then  breaks  in 
the  window.”)  As  a  lesbian  (and  a  poor  one,  at  that)  she 
understands  the  strict  limits  society  has  placed  on  her.  She 
knows  how  fruitless  it  would  be  for  her  to  testify  on  behalf 
of  the  black  man: 

“  .  .  .  how  clear,  an  unemployed  queer  woman 

makes  no  witness  at  all, 

nobody  at  all  was  there  for 

those  two  questions:  what  does 

she  do,  and  who  is  she  married  to?” 

A  woman  is  powerless  enough,  but  without  some 
bondage  to  a  man  she  is  a  total  nonentity  and  invisible. 
She  is  of  little  importance  and  has  no  power,  just  as  the 
black  driver  himself  has  none: 

“I  am  just  the  woman  who  stopped  on  the  bridge 
and  this  is  the  man  who  was  there  .  .  . 

.  .  .  but  we  ourselves  are 
easily  squished.” 

The  poem  attempts  to  take  the  humility  and  anger  of 
our  oppression  and  channel  it  into  a  more  beneficial  emo¬ 
tion  and  power  (love?)  that  would  enable  us  to  unite  and 
push  back  those  heels  that  would  “easily  squish”  us.  In  the 
poem,  the  powerless  people  are  made  even  less  powerful  in 
the  face  of  authority.  Police  swoop  in  to  carry  away  the 
“guilty”  and  injured;  Grahn,  always  in  the  role  of  witness 
and  (sometimes  reluctant)  ally,  leaves  the  scene  clumsily, 
much  the  same  way  that  “  .  .  .we  have  left  all  of  our  lovers 
.  .  .  much  too  soon  to  get  the  real  loving  done.”  With  “A 
Woman  Is  Talking  To  Death,”  she  offers  us  no  pat  solu¬ 
tions,  but  sets*our  heads  thinking  of  our  roles  as  “lovers.” 
It  is  dangerous  to  be  a  lesbian,  but  at  the  same  time  we  can¬ 
not  fall  silent  and  allow  ourselves  to  descend  into  chained 
passivity.  The  act  of  survival  is  treacherous,  hard  work. 

In  the  introduction  to  The  Work  Of  A  Common 
Woman,  Adrienne  Rich  states  that,  “Poetry  is  above  all  a 
concentration  of  the  power  of  our  ultimate  relationship  to 
everything  in  the  universe.”  As  a  poet,  Judy  Grahn  knows 
how  to  touch  us  with  this  power.  In  addition  to  their  artist¬ 
ry,  her  poems  have  a  deft  strength.  Her  poems  are  honest 
and  passionate,  and  never  strike  a  single  false  note. 
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The  Sacred  and  the  Profane 


TAKE  A  BISHOP  LIKE  ME 

By  Paul  Moore,  Jr. 

Harper  and  Row,  194  pp. 

Reviewed  by  John  Graezak 


o  N  JANUARY  10,  1977,  Bishop  Paul  Moore  of  the 
Episcopal  dioceses  of  New  York,  ordained  Ellen  Barrett,  a 
lesbian,  to  the  office  of  priesthood  within  the  episcopal 
church.  Moore  did  not  expect  the  event  to  be  controversial, 
but  even  before  the  ordination,  he  met  with  opposition  that 
was  greater  than  that  which  he  had  received  for  any  of  his 
previous  civil-rights  involvements. 

Take  A  Bishop  Like  Me  is  Moore’s  response  to  his  cri¬ 
tics  in  the  form  of  an  apologia  for  his  stance  on  the  ordina¬ 
tion  of  both  women  and  homosexuals.  The  book  portrays 
with  candor  and  a  minimum  of  theologizing  the  struggles  of 
a  leader  of  an  established  and  venerable  institution,  the 
church  of  George  Washington,  to  deal  with  issues  that  his 
constituents  would  rather  not  discuss.  The  issue  of  ordina¬ 
tion  of  lesbians  and  gays  brings  out  the  deepest  anxieties  of 
even  the  most  liberal  members  of  churces,  and  this,  com¬ 
bined  with  Moore’s  open  and  simple  explanations  of  his 
own  political  concerns  and  machinations,  makes  the  book 
more  than  a  position  paper  for  a  liberal  bishop. 

Since  a  priest  is  ordained  to  represent  symbolically  the 
person  of  Christ,  both  within  liturgical  drama  and  in  the 
active  work  of  ministry,  the  churches  keep  tight  reign  over 
the  type  of  person  admitted  to  the  position.  The  priest  be¬ 
comes  a  role  model,  embodying  the  values  of  the  communi¬ 
ty  to  which  she  belongs,  and  over  which  she  presides. 
Although  the  issues  of  ordination  of  women  and  ordination 
of  homosexuals  are  theologically  distinct,  they  come  to¬ 
gether  in  challenging  the  sexual  values  of  the  community. 

Not  only  are  values  questioned,  but  fears  are  raised  in 
the  most  peculiar  places.  “Think  of  it,”  I  was  once  told  by 
a  closeted  gay  priest  and  student  of  liturgy,  “Can  you  ima¬ 
gine  a  pregnant  woman  standing  vested  at  the  altar?’  That 
pretty  much  put  the  finger  on  the  source  of  this  particular 
priest’s  excessive  fascination  with  elaborate  rituals  designed 
to  separate  the  realm  of  the  Holy,  the  realm  of  the  unem¬ 
bodied  Sky-Father,  and  much  messier  World,  where  people 
do  inconvenient  things  like  have  babies  and  copulate  on 
floors. 

The  same  type  of  revelation  and  unraveling  of  mytho¬ 
logies  occurs  when  the  members  of  the  episcopal  commu¬ 
nion,  long  known  for  the  homosexuality  of  its  clergy,  react 
in  sheer  panic  over  the  ordination  of  a  quiet  lesbian  who 
really  does  not  want  very  much  to  do  with  the  gay  rights 
movement.  Moore  received  letter  after  letter  from  persons 
horrified  at  the  idea  of  their  children  coming  into  contact 


with  such  a  dubious  teacher.  Others  saw  Moore’s  move  as 
another  symptom  of  the  disintegration  of  all  things,  a  pro¬ 
cess  which  evangelicals  seem  to  believe  is  being  managed  by 
a  control  center  in  New  York. 

Moore  came  to  the  issue  of  gay  rights  with  credentials 
dating  back  to  the  civil  rights  marches  of  the  fifties,  and 
continued  in  admirable  work  with  different  ethnic  commu¬ 
nities  in  New  York.  Throughout  the  book  he  keeps  identi¬ 
fying  gay  rights  with  previous  racial  rights  struggles,  but  is 
honest  enough  to  see  that  the  questions  raised  by  ordaining 
gays  will  not  be  solved  by  packing  suburban  parishes  with 
city  faggots.  Even  though  the  ordination  of  Ellen  Barrett 
was  allowed  to  stand  because  she  admitted  publically  only 
her  orientation,  and  refused  to  discuss  the  particulars  of  her 
relationships,  her  presence  forces  churchpeople  to  consider 
on  what  grounds  gay  relationships  can  be  sanctioned  within 
the  community.  This  question  blows  the  lid  off  of  notions 
of  the  special  sacredness  of  heterosexual  monogamy. 

It  doesn’t  seem  that  these  prickly  notions  are  being 
thrown  around  very  freely  in  meetings  of  the  local  Altar 
Guild.  Referring  to  the  lack  of  discussion  about  the  homo¬ 
sexuality  of  their  own  clergy,  one  member  of  Moore’s  lay 
advisory  committee  stated,  “That’s  just  the  point.  People 
shouldn’t  talk  about  their  sex  lives.  It  isn’t  dignified,  espe¬ 
cially  for  clergy.  That’s  why  bathrooms  have  doors!” 
Moore  himself  muses,  “  ‘Orgasm  only  within  marriage,’ 
period.  This  may  well  be  what  the  world  should  be  like,  but 
it  simply  is  not  a  standard  that  many  seem  to  be  able  to 
adopt  for  life.”  Well,  one  hopes  that  some  good  souled  gay 
cleric  will  inform  his  bishop,  behind  the  bathroom  door, 
that  many  gay  people  do  not  think  that  marriage  and  or¬ 
gasm  are  inherently  joined. 

The  book  does  supply  insight  into  the  politicking  of  bi¬ 
shops.  Although  there  is  a  disappointing  lack  of  inside  in¬ 
formation  about  deaconal  slush-funds  and  young  acolytes 
being  sent  up  to  persuade  intransigent  bishops  to  change 
their  vote,  Moore  is  honest  about  his  consideration  for 
preserving  the  financial  stability  of  the  institution.  He  is 
moved  to  a  grass-roots  campaign  within  his  diocese  when 
his  opponents  start  withholding  their  contributions  to  his 
office.  At  the  General  Conventions  and  meetings  of  the 
House  of  Bishops  of  the  episcopal  church,  the  bishops  be¬ 
have  in  the  worst  Congressional  manner. 

The  book  ends  with  what  is  considered  success  in  lib¬ 
eral  ecclesiastical  circles.  Ellen  Barrett  is  not  booted;  Moore 
is  not  impeached.  Resolutions  are  passed  not  to  allow  any 
more  ordination  of  homosexuals  to  proceed  until  the  com- 
pletionof  further  studies,  and  statements  are  issued  by  the 
official  bodies  re-affirming  the  centrality  and  sanctity  of 
heterosexual  monogamous  marriage.  Within  the  system 
Moore  has  done  an  admirable  and  courageous  job,  but  one 
is  tempted  to  think  that  it  is  all  one  giant  step  for  the 
church,  one  small  step  for  mankind.  Well,  at  least  there  is 
hope,  and  that’s  one  of  the  theological  virtues. 


Gilman 

Continued  from  Page  5 
gized  it  in  Herland:  motherhood  without  sex:  the  perfect 
society  for  perfect  women. 

However,  Gilman  was  a  brilliant  social  thinker  and 
critic.  Her  rejection  of  male  values  and  structures  —  such 
as  Christianity  —  places  her  far  beyond  the  ken  of  a 
Catherine  Beecher.  They  also  make  Herland  a  more  honest 
novel;  the  rejection  of  men  is  not  fatuous,  nor  simply  a  plot 
device:  women  might  really  be  better  off  without  men. 
Beecher  not  only  needed  men,  her  whole  identity  rested 
upon  them.  It  is  startling  to  see  what  sems  to  be  contradic¬ 
tions  crop  up  in  Gilman’s  work:  we  are  so  used  to  the  clear, 
pragmatic,  and  forceful  thinker. 

For  any  number  of  reasons,  women  and  men  have  dif¬ 
ferent  and  varying  attitudes  towards  sexuality.  These  atti¬ 
tudes  play  an  important  part  in  how  we  choose  to  deal  with 
the  world  and  its  problems.  Lesbians  and  gay  men  are  con¬ 
stantly  faced  with  situations  that  stem  from  this  and  are 
slowly  and  painfully  learning  to  deal  with  them  and  one 
another.  Herland  may  not  solve,  but  might  illuminate, 
some  of  these  problems. 

It’s  a  wonderful  book,  amazing  in  its  way,  and  a  real 
find  after  65  years  of  hiding.  It  is  remarkable  in  how  ad¬ 
vanced  it  was,  how  much  things  are  still  the  same,  and  a 
testament  (though  a  minor  one,  given  her  other  works)  to  a 
remarkable,  brilliant,  and  sadly  neglected  woman. 
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Wilde 

Continued  from  Page  2 
as  the  sort  of  thing  aesthetes  said  to  one  another  all  the 
time.  Even  Queensberry,  Wilde’s  accusor,  may  not  have 
fully  believed  in  Wilde’s  homosexuality.  “To  Oscar  Wilde, 
posing  as  a  Somdomite  (sic)”  was  the  way  he  put  it. 

Before  1894,  the  letters  exist  alongside  the  writings  and 
the  conversation.  From  that  point  on,  however,  surround¬ 
ed  by  silence,  the  letters  must  stand  on  their  own.  Reality 
won  out.  Actions  did  count  for  something,  after  all.  The 
long  letter  to  Douglas,  later  called  De  Profundis,  is  repre¬ 
sentative  of  almost  all  (there  is  one  exception)  Wilde’s  cor¬ 
respondence  from  prison.  One  of  the  most  striking  new  ele¬ 
ments  is  religion.  Previously,  the  source  of  most  of  Wilde’s 
allusions  was  Classicism:  Douglas,  for  example,  in  the  early 
letters,  is  his  “Hyacinthus,”  his  “gracious  Greek  boy.’ 
Once  in  prison,  basking  in  what  Lord  Henry  had  called  the 
“luxury  of  penitence,”  Wilde  turned  to  Christ.  In  this  way, 
his  role  could  become,  perhaps,  not  merely  that  of  victim, 
but  (as  he  later  said)  of  martyr.  De  Profundis  is  full  of  reli¬ 


giosity,  whether  it  be  Christocentric  aesthetics,  moral  in¬ 
junction,  or  just  the  usual  self-castigation/reformation 
stuff  of  the  Born  Again  variety.  And  yet,  happily,  it  doesn’t 
all  quite  ring  true.  For  one  thing,  as  with  almost  all  such 
writing,  it’s  not  without  a  suspicious  suggestion  of  eroti- 
Cism: 

There  is  only  one  thing  for  me  now  [he  says  to 
Douglas],  absolute  Humility;  just  as  there  is  only 
one  thing  for  you,  absolute  Humility.  You  had  bet¬ 
ter  come  down  into  the  dust  and  learn  it  beside  me. 

In  matters  of  grave  importance,  Wilde  had  written, 
style,  not  sincerity  is  the  vital  thing.  This  letter,  all  one 
hundred  or  so  pages  of  it,  is  often  seen  as  Wilde  in  a  rare 
moment  of  sincerity,  however  cloying.  Perhaps  more  than 
any  other  piece  of  English  writing,  it  has  served  to  uphold 
the  popular  concept  of  homosexuality  as  a  symptom  of  de¬ 
cadence,  as  just  one  of  the  more  colorful  vices  assumed  in, 
as  Wilde  says,  “the  search  for  new  sensations.”  His  writing 
is  now  full  of  cliches. 

However,  to  get  a  clearer  idea  of  just  how  much  is  sin¬ 
cerity  and  how  much  style,  it’s  useful  to  note  that,  despite 
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all  the  contempt  and  abhorrence  he  expresses  for  Douglas, 
Wilde  is  writing  him  again,  even  more  fulsomely  and  devot¬ 
edly  than  before,  within  one  month  of  leaving  prison.  The 
suggestion  of  concealed  eroticism  is  further  emphasized 
when  one  reads  a  letter  (not  included  in  the  present  volume) 
to  Douglas,  which  apostrophes  him  as  “a  golden-haired 
boy,  with  Christ’s  own  heart  in  you.”4 

There  is  one  important  letter  (the  exception  noted 
above)  which  Hart-Davis  has  in  this  volume  truncated,  and 
relegated  to  the  footnotes.  It  is,  I  think,  an  important  and 
unreasonable  omission.  The  letter  is  to  Reginald  Turner 
(also  homosexual)  and  begins  “This  is  a  contraband  letter 
—  my  first  and  last.’”  All  Wilde’s  other  correspondence, 
including  De  Profundis,  was  read  by  (if  not  actually  written 
for)  the  Reading  Jail  authorities.  The  point  should  be 
made,  as  the  Turner  letter  does  by  implication,  that  because 
of  this,  it  should  be  taken  with  a  large  grain  of  salt.  It  is 
interesting  to  see  how  different  Wilde  sounds  when  he 
thinks  he  can  get  away  with  it.  Rather  than  acting  piously 
self-reformed,  he’s  already  busy  (since  he  was  to  leave 
prison  within  days  of  writing)  arranging  tricks.  He  instructs 
Turner  to  tell  Charlie  Hickey  (a  contemporary  of  Douglas) 
“how  dearly  I  love  him  .  .  .  ”  Certainly  this  letter  alone 
makes  sense  of  the  entirely  unreformed,  even  downright 
celebratory,  tone  of  voice  in  an  early  letter  written  outside 
prison,  where  he  says: 

A  patriot  put  in  prison  for  loving  his  country  loves 
his  country,  and  a  poet  put  in  prison  for  loving  boys 
loves  boys.  To  have  altered  my  life  would  have  been 
to  have  admitted  that  Uranian  love  is  ignoble.  I  hold 
it  to  be  noble  —  more  noble  than  other  forms.6 

If  nothing  else,  a  sense  of  comprehensiveness  alone 
should  suggest  that  this  letter  be  included  as  a  supplement 
to  any  edition  of  De  Profundis. 

The  remaining  letters,  up  until  Wilde’s  death  (at  46)  in 
1900  are  numerous,  and  often  sad.  It’s  obvious  (although  a 
lot  has  been  excised  from  the  present  volume)  that  he’s 
writing  down  the  witticisms  which,  ostracized  from  society, 
there  was  no  longer  any  point  in  saying.  1  hey  often  sound 
half-hearted,  as  if  Wilde,  language  having  failed  him  once, 
was  not  really  prepared  to  start  the  whole  campaign  again. 
But  he  puts  a  brave  face  on  it,  and  is  regularly  cheerful,  as 
if  he  were  trying  to  pretend  that  remarks  like  that  first  one 
of  Lord  Henry’s  were  remembered  for  their  wit,  or  their 
wisdom,  or  whatever  —  and  not,  as  they  were,  for  their 
irony. 


*************** 

Hart-Davis’  selection  for  this  new  edition,  with  a  few 
caveats,  seems  in  general,  judicious.  There’s  a  letter  to 
Whitman  (p.  99,  1962  ed.)  which  is  no  longer  printed  in 
full.  Similarly  edited  is  one  to  Lionel  Johnson  (p.  254) 
which  is  interesting  as  an  early  contact  with  a  known  homo¬ 
sexual,  as  also  is  one  to  Aubrey  Beardsely  (p.  348), 
although  this  last  does  occur  after  1892.  The  index  has  been 
considerably  reduced  from  the  original  collection.  For 
example,  there  is  no  longer  a  listing  for  “homosexuality.” 
Under  this  heading  in  the  1962  volume,  one  was  referred  to 
a  letter,  dated  1898,  to  George  Ives,  which  contains  the  sen¬ 
tence  “I  have  no  doubt  we  shall  win,  butthe  roadis  long.and 
red  with  monstruous  martyrdoms.”  Without  this  clud,  it  is 
not  at  all  clear  to  what  the  remark  refers.  Neither  edition 
carries  an  explanatory  footnote,  which  probably  would 
have  been  best.  But  in  the  face  of  all  the  useful  work  Hart- 
Davis  has  done  (not  least  in  simple  deciphering  —  a  fac¬ 
simile  in  the  1962  edition  justshows  howunreadable  Wilde’s 
handwriting  became  in  the  later  years), these  are  probably 
minor  objections.  Overall,  this  is  a  good,  necessary  book. 

‘Jonathan  Katz,  in  Gay  American  History  (N.Y.: 
Avon  Books,  1976)  suggests  that  Wilde’s  two  trips  to 
America  are  “a  subject  for  research,”  not  least  because  of 
Wilde’s  silence,  but  also  because  the  suggestion  has  not 
been  made  that  Wilde  was  already  actively  homosexual  by 
1882. 

'The  Letters  of  Oscar  Wilde  N.Y.:  Harcourt,  Brace 
and  World  Inc,  1962.)  pp  152,  153,  157,  158. 

’It  was  Wilde  who  initiated  the  trial,  by  accusing  the 
Marquis  of  Queensberry  of  criminal  libel;  Queensberry’s 
famous  note  is  quoted  below.  Queensberry  was  acquitted, 
and  Wilde  arrested,  and  two  more  trials  followed.  See  The 
Trials  of  Oscar  Wilde,  edited  by  H.  Montgomery  Hyde 
(London:  1948;  revised  edition,  1962). 

4 Letters,  p.  397. 

'Ibid. ,  p.  552 

‘Uranian  meaning  homosexual.  The  word  was  derived 
from  the  Greek  Uranos  (Heaven)  to  indicate  that  homosex¬ 
uality  was  of  a  higher  order  than  ordinary  love.  Popular  for 
a  time  in  Europe,  the  word  (judging  from  Jonathan  Katz’s 
index)  does  not  seemed  to  have  gained  currency  in  the  U.S. 
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Remember  My  Name 

a  film  by  Alan  Rudolph 
at  the  Nickelodeon,  Boston 

By  Michael  Bronski 

It’s  hard  to  pinpoint  Remember 
My  Name.  It’s  not  that  it’s  not 
good:  it’s  probably  one  of  the  best 
and  more  original  films  to  come 
out  of  Hollywood  in  a  long  time. 
It’s  not  even  that  it’s  hard  to  clas¬ 
sify,  although  it  takes  on  three  or 
four  genres,  plays  each  game  to 
perfection,  and  comes  out  with 
something  completely  new.  Re¬ 
member  My  Name  does  so  many 
things  so  well  that  the  viewer  is 
left  awed  and  speechless. 

Alberta  Hunter,  the  83  year  old 
blues  singer,  composed  and  sings 
the  score  for  Remember  My 
Name.  And  in  more  ways  than 
one,  the  film  is  like  an  old  blues 
song. All  of  the  usual  fare  is  there: 
love  betrayed,  love  lost,  violence, 
love  avenged.  In  fact,  it  would  be 
easy  to  exchange  the  film’s  title 
with  any  of  old  blues  numbers: 
Jail  house  Blues,  Woman's 
Revenge  Blues,  Sweet  Talk’n 
Man’s  Blues.  Director  Rudolph 
takes  all  of  this  and  moves  it  to 
contemporary  Los  Angeles,  puts  it 
in  a  lower  middle  class  suburb,  and 
then  lets  his  characters  go  at  it 
with  a  passion. 

We  first  see  Emily  (Geraldine 
Chaplin)  driving  into  town.  She 
looks  both  spacey  and  deter¬ 
mined.  She  also  has  the  discon¬ 
certing  habit  of  smoking  her  cigar¬ 
ettes  down  to  the  end  and  then 
putting  the  butts  out  with  her  fin¬ 
gers.  She  buys  a  new  dress  and  is 
so  out  of  it  that  we  can’t  tell  if 
she’s  supposed  to  be  drugged, 
crazy  or  just  preoccupied.  During 
the  first  third  of  the  film  she  gets 
an  apartment,  arranges  for  a  job 
that  has  been  promised  her,  and 
begins  a  reign  of  terror  over  the 
lives  of  Neil  and  Barbara  Curry 
(Tony  Perkins  and  Berry  Beren- 
son).  A  few  facts  begin  to  emerge: 
Emily  has  just  been  released  from 
a  long  prison  term;  Neil  is  an  ex¬ 
lover  for  whom  she  has  lasting 
feelings;  Barbara  and  Neil  are 
happily  though  precariously  mar¬ 
ried;  and  Emily  is  either  psychotic 
and/or  willful. 


It’s  not  fair  to  give  away  the  rest 
of  the  plot.  There  are  no  real 
shocks  or  surprises,  but  the  deli¬ 
cate  unwinding  is  half  the  film’s 
artistry.  The  film’s  center  is  Geral¬ 
dine  Chaplin  as  Emily.  Her  char¬ 
acter  is  the  prime  mover  for  all  of 
the  action:  we  have  to  believe  in 
her  (no  matter  how  incongruous 
her  actions)  and  ask  for  no  ex¬ 
planations.  Chaplin  (who  has  won 
several  awards  for  the  perform¬ 
ance)  is  incredible.  Emily  is  a 
driven  person  who  will  stop  at 
little  to  get  what  she  wants.  In  her 
first  scene  with  the  superintendent 
of  her  apartment  building  (Moses 
Gunn)  she  puts  on  the  little  girl 
lost  act.  When  that  doesn’t  work, 
she  trie>  humiliating  him,  after 
that  she  fries  mixing  sex  and  vio¬ 
lence.  That’s  a  lot  for  a  three  min¬ 
ute  scene  and  Chaplin  makes  it 
work,  both  for  us  and  for  him  (she 
gets  what  she  wants).  It’s  easy  to 
create  an  unpredictable  character, 
but  Chaplin  has  the  genius  to 
make  Emily  seem  feasible. 

When  I  saw  the  film  in  New 
York,  the  audience  had  very 
strange  reactions  to  it.  They  were 
predominantly  upper  middle  class 
heterosexuals  in  the  couples.  The 
considerable  humor  in  the  film 
seemed  to  escape  them,  but  when¬ 
ever  Emily  would  act  the  least  bit 
violent,  or  threatening,  they 
would  howl  —  nervously.  They 
didn’t  want  to  see  or  hear  about 
what  they  must  understand  are 
Emily’s  repressed  desires.  Emily  is 
a  new  character  type:  the  woman 
who  has  had  enough  and  will  take 
no  more  shit  from  anyone.  She 
gets  what  she  wants,  no  holds 
barred.  She  may  be  crazy, but  sym¬ 
pathetic  in  a  way  that  allows  us 
not  to  patronize  her.  She  presents 
an  image  people  aren’t  used  to, 
which  disrupts  people’s 

assumptions  and  disorientates 
their  emotions.  Like  Bette  Davis’ 
Regina  Giddens  in  Lillian  Hell- 
man’s  The  Little  Foxes,  Emily  is 
hard  edged,  ruthless,  and  unlik- 
able,  yet  understandable,  and 
even  admirable.  Davis  had  to  deal 
with  Heilman’s  pointedly  moraliz¬ 
ing  script,  while  Chaplin  moves  in 
an  open,  less  structured,  more  real 
world. 


Rudolph  has  made  a  short  film 

just  under  an  hour  and  a  half 
—  but  it  is  taut,  jagged,  and  un¬ 
nerving.  He  manages  to  mix  high 
comedy  with  the  menace  of  vio¬ 
lence  without  undermining  either. 
His  first  film  Welcome  to  LA ,  wa 
sort  of  a  mess.  He  got  great  per¬ 
formances  from  Chaplin,  Sally 
Kellerman,  Keith  Carradine,  and 
Viveca  Lindfors,  but  the  episodic 
plot  (reminiscent  of  Robert  Alt¬ 
man,  who  produced  that  film  and 
this)  never  congealed  or  made 
much  emotional  sense.  Remember 
My  Name  could  not  be  any  tight¬ 
er;  it  winds  you  up  and  keeps  you 
wound  up.  Yet  it  is  also  lyrical.  In¬ 
dividual  scenes  are  tightly  com¬ 
posed  (like  Emily  and  Barbara 
confronting  one  another  with  kit¬ 
chen  knives)  but  flow  together. 
Rudolph  has  attained  the  slow 
beat  of  the  blues  and  retained  the 
individual  punch  of  each  line. 
Alberta  Hunter  sings  through 
most  of  the  film  —  sometimes 
she’s  the  voice  on  the  radio,  some¬ 
times  just  behind  a  scene.  Her 
songs  (all  wonderful)  punctuate 
and  counterpoint  the  action.  As 
with  Altman’s  use  of  Leonard  Co¬ 
hen’s  music  in  McCabe  and  Mrs. 
Miller,  it’s  impossible  to  imagine 
the  film  without  it.  It’s  a  blues 
musical. 

Remember  My  Name  is  in  the 
tradition  of  the  “woman’s  film,” 
but  for  a  new  audience.  Like  the 
novels  of  Fanny  Hurst  and  the 
films  of  Douglas  Sirk,  it  deals  with 
one  emotional  catastrophy  after 
another.  (The  scene  of  Emily  in 
slitted  dress-  and  spike  heels  in 
front  of  a  bar  and  grill  is  quintes¬ 
sential  Sirk).  It’s  no  accident  that 
all  of  the  great  blues  singers 
were/are  women.  The  traditional 
woman’s  film  was  a  paean  to 
woman’s  suffering:  Emily  turns 
the  tables.  Identification  with  suf¬ 
fering  is  replaced  by  identification 
with  action. 

Remember  My  Name  might  seem 
quirky,  but  it’s  never  odd.  It 
knows  just  what  it’s  doing  and 
you  can’t  imagine  it  any  better 
than  it  is.  It’s  the  bes'  psychologi¬ 
cal  thriller  in  years  —  and  you  get 
to  leave  the  theater  humming  the 
tunes. 


Handle 

Bars 


Our  handlebars  are  attached  to 
the  world’s  most  celebrated  bicycles: 


-Austro-Daimler 

-Bickerton 

-Motobecane 

-Rampar 


— Peugot 
— Ross 
— Raleigh 
— Umvega 


10-speeds  from  $120  -  $1450 
~  All  cycles  carry  a  lifetime  frame  guarantee 
and  a  90  day  service  check-up. 

We  Service  What  We  Sell, 

in  our  award-winning  repair  department. 

bicycle  exchange 

Complete  Bicycle  accessories  and  clothes  departments 


3  BOW  ST.,  HARVARD  SQUARE 
CAMBRIDGE,  MA  02138  . 


864-1300:  Sales  &  Service 
864-7278.  Parts  &  Accessories 


Professional  sales  staff.  Serving  cyclists 

Real  Paper  award  for  Best  Bicycle  Repair.  since  1934 
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Odyssey  of  a  Unicorn 


A  Case 
of 

Mistaken  Identity 


By  Nancy  Walker 

Some  years  ago  at  Toronto  In¬ 
ternational  Airport  I  had  a  night¬ 
mare  experience  which  I  naturally 
believed  only  “happened  to  other 
people.”  When  the  luggage  shot 
down  the  ramp  into  the  carousel, 
a  woman  picked  up  my  bag  in¬ 
stead  of  her  own,  and  ambled  off 
with  it,  never  once  looking  at  the 
tag  affixed  to  its  handle.  The  val¬ 
ise  I  picked  up  I  knew  to  be  the 
wrong  one  because  I  read  the  tag 
which  most  assuredly  did  not  say 
Nancy  Walker. 

Frozen  in  horror,  I  gaped  as  my 
own  property,  attached  to  the 
woman,  drifted  out  of  reach  and 
melted  into  the  milling  throng. 
Under  ordinary  circumstances, 
even  at  home  in  New  York,  I 
would  have  reacted  to  this  mix-up 
(with  elevated  blood  pressure  and 
total  terror)  as  to  an  announce¬ 
ment  that  “the  rabbit  died,”  and  I 
was  pregnant.  However,  the  parti¬ 
cular  circumstances  of  this  situ¬ 
ation  rendered  it  excruciating 
beyond  all  imagining!  I  had  just 
crossed  the  border  from  the 
United  States,  which  meant  that  I 
had  to  pass  through  Canadian 
Customs. 

Without  any  difficulties  with 
the  Canadian  officials,  I  had 
made  this  trip  countless  times.  I 
really  had  had  nothing  to  declare 
in  the  past.  But  I  had  a  great 
imagination  and  Walter  Mitty 
fashion  I  pictured  myself  an  es¬ 
pionage  agent  carrying  messages 
encoded  and  written  on  a  grain  of 
rice,  sealed  in  plastic  and  stuck 
between  my  teeth.  Or  a  smuggler 
with  diamonds  force-fed  to  my 
turtle.  Nothing  ever  happened. 
The  customs  agents  took  one  look 
at  me  —  meek  and  mild  with  fe¬ 
male  harmlessness  written  all  over 
my  face  —  and  let  me  pass  by  with 
no  further  investigation. 

But  this  time  everything  was 
different.  My  lover  had  remained 
in  New  York  with  her  family  be¬ 
cause  she  had  picked  up  the 
plague,  or  something  just  as  bad, 
that  had  laid  her  quite  low.  I  had 
to  return  to  Toronto  to  attend  to 
gay  organization  business  there, 
so  I  was  alone  and  worried  about 
her.  For  some  reason,  long  forgot¬ 
ten  now,  and  inexplicable,  I  had 
taken  the  membership  list  for  the 
Community  Homophile  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Toronto  (CHAT)  of  which 
I  was  vice  president  at  that  time, 
home  with  me,  and  instead  of 
carrying  it  in  my  ever-present  brief 
case,  I  had  packed  it  in  my  suit 
case  which  had  been  stowed  in  the 
luggage  compartment  of  the 
plane. 

Picture  the  panic  in  the  Toronto 
gay  community  if  word  got  out 
that  a  CHAT  membership  list  had 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the 
authorities.  Many  of  our  members 
were  American  draft-dodgers, 
run-aways  from  the  Viet  Nam 
War,  and  this  was  before  the  am¬ 
nesty  was  granted.  Canadian 
Immigration  would  have  thrown 
them  out,  and  had  they  been 
forced  to  come  back  to  the  US, 
they  would  have  been  arrested.  Of 
course,  the  home-grown  Canadian 
faggots  would  not  have  been  too 
thrilled  at  the  prospect  of  being 
found  out  either.  A  fairly  large 
proportion  of  our  members  were 
both  closeted  and  param  >d.  It  was 


the  worst  mess  I’d  ever  been  in. 

I  copied  the  woman’s  name  and 
address  from  her  luggage  tag,  and 
then  handed  her  suit  case  over  to 
the  customs  officials  who  were 
very  sympathetic  as  they  commi¬ 
serated  with  me  and  asked  me  to 
sign  a  form  granting  them  permis¬ 
sion  to  open  my  bag  and  inspect 
its  contents  when  they  retrieved  it 
from  the  woman,  which  they  very 
cheerfully  promised  they  would 
do  the  first  thing  in  the  morning. 
All  I  could  do  was  sign  the  form 
and  pretend  that  nothing  was  even 
remotely  disturbing  about  doing 
so.  Having  seen  enough  movies 
with  spies  in  airports,  I  knew  one 
had  to  be  cool,  no  matter  what. 
Inside,  I  was  quaking  and  wonder¬ 
ing  how  I  should  spend  my  last 
night  on  earth. 

It  was  a  dim  prospect.  The  bag 
snatcher  lived  in  Hamilton,  a 
matter  of  about  50  miles  from 
Toronto.  It  was  around  9  p.m.  I 
did  not  have  a  car,  and  I  did  not 
have  the  slightest  idea  of  how  to 
get  to  her  home  and  back  to  our 
apartment  in  Toronto. 

I  took  the  airport  bus  to  the 
subway,  my  brain  turning  over 
thoughts  of  changing  my  name 
and  disappearing  forever.  Maybe 
I  should  have  a  sex  transforma¬ 
tion.  That  might  be  a  good  dis¬ 
guise,  but  with  my  luck,  I’d  prob¬ 
ably  forget  what  had  been  done 
and  walk  into  the  women’s  room 
at  some  airport  and  start  the 
whole  muddle  all  over  again. 

As  if  the  list  of  names  weren’t 
bad  enough,  I  also  had  Canadian 
cigarett  sihati  was  bringing  back 
after  purchasing  them  at  a  duty¬ 
free  shop  on  my  way  from  Toron¬ 
to  to  New  York.  This  was  strictly 
verboten.  “Why  this  trip,  God?” 

I  asked.  Why  this  one  time  did  I 
have  to  have  my  luggage  picked 
up  by  some  fool  who  didn’t  have 
the  wit  to  read  the  goddam  ID 
tag?  “Why,  God,”  I  asked,  “did  I 
have  to  be  the  fool  who  let  such  a 
dangerous  list  out  of  my  hands?” 
How  could  I  have  been  so  mind¬ 
less?  The  fact  that  my  lover  was 
very  ill  was,  perhaps,  a  reason, 
but  surely  no  excuse.  1  had  done 
something  which  1  had  already 
lived  to  regret,  but  there  were  as 
yet  no  consequences.  Still,  I  felt 
that  the  executioner  was  there, 
blade  poised  above  my  head. 

The  customs  people  were  going 
to  pick  up  my  bag  in  the  morning. 
They  would  open  it.  They  would 
see  the  cigarettes.  This  would 
encourage  them  to  look  further. 
They  would  find  the  list  and  other 
papers  with  CHAT  written  all 
over  them.  What  to  do?  The  ob¬ 
vious  answer  was  to  jump  in  front 
of  a  subway  train  and  end  my 
agony.  But  the  Toronto  subways 
are  so  clean  that  I  didn’t  have  the 
heart  to  splatter  myself  around 
one  of  their  stations. 

From  the  subway  stop  I  ran  to 
the  apartment  and  grabbed  the 
telephone  with  shaking  hands.  I 
called  several  friends  who  had 
cars.  Hey-ho,  nobody  home.  In 
Toronto,  as  in  Boston,  few  people 
I  was  friendly  with  had  cars.  In 
large  cities  cars  are  nuisances  un¬ 
less  you  have  enough  money  to 
afford  to  garage  the  beasts.  After 
striking  out  w'ith  the  friends,  I  de- 
cidedjo  call  a  young  man  1  knew_ 


who  had  a  car,  but  with  whom  I 
was  so  newly  acquainted  that 
under  normal  conditions  I  would 
not  have  presumed  upon  his  gen¬ 
erosity.  But  I  was  as  desperate  as  I 
had  ever  been  in  my  life,  so  I 
called  Richard. 

He  was  home.  He  was  willing  to 
embark  on  an  errand  of  mercy 
and  drive  a  mad  woman  to  Hamil¬ 
ton  on  a  quest  for  the  holy  grail  or 
at  least  worldly  salvation.  As  soon 
as  he  agreed,  I  got  the  woman’s 
number  from  information  and 
called  her.  She  was  surprised  to 
learn  from  me  that  she  didn’t  have 
her  own  suit  case.  She  hadn’t 
looked  at  the  ID  tag  or  opened  the 
bag.  Better  still,  she  would  let  me 
come  and  claim  it. 

It  remained  for  me  to  get  off  the 
hook  with  customs.  What  tale 
could  I  tell  them  that  would  not 
arouse  suspicion?  The  hare¬ 
brained  story  I  concocted  was  that 
I  was  visiting  a  friend  whose 
clothes  didn’t  fit  me,  and  I  had 
nothing  to  sleep  in,  so  I  was  going 
out  to  get  my  things  by  myself. 
They  actually  bought  it!  Can  you 
imagine?  I  think  it  worked  be¬ 
cause  the  authorities  are  so  sexist 
they  would  believe  a  woman  could 
be  upset  about  something  so  silly. 
Really.  Nothing  to  sleep  in.  That’s 
exactly  what  I  always  do  sleep  in. 
It  would  have  amused  them,  no 
doubt,  if  they  had  looked  at  the 
bag,  to  see  that  there  was  not  a 
stitch  of  night  clothes  in  it: 

The  ride  out  to  Hamilton  was  a 
true  voyage  of  discovery.  We  got 
lost.  More  than  once.  We  stopped 
for  coffee.  We  found  that  we  had 
some  very  special,  deep,  emotion¬ 
al,  intellectual,  even  uncanny  per¬ 
sonal,  quirky  things  in  common. 
After  stumbling  around  a  bit,  we 
found  the  woman’s  home,  and  got 
the  deadly  bag  into  our  posses¬ 
sion. 

It  was  a  harrowing  experience. 
But  such  experiences,  if  we  survive 
them,  teach  us  something.  I  will 
never  again  let  important  papers 
out  of  my  personal  charge  when  I 
travel.  I  stopped  smoking,  which 
put  an  end  to  my  smuggling  ca¬ 
reer.  But  the  real  plus-factor  that 
came  out  of  that  night  of  terror 
was  my  relationship  with  Richard. 
We  have  loved  and  tormented 
each  other  ever  since.  If  we  were 
straight,  we’d  call  it  passion.  But 
since  we  are  gay,  we  have  no 
words  for  this  madness  that  exists 
between  us.  Whatever  it  is,  I’m 
grateful  to  that  foolish  woman 
whose  error  precipitated  our 
closeness. 

Yet  another  aspect  of  this  ex¬ 
perience  strikes  at  the  heart  of  gay 
oppression.  The  very  fact  that  a 
gay  membership  list  or  subscrip¬ 
tion  list  falling  into  official  hands 
is  potentially  destructive  to  the 
people  on  the  list,  tells  us  how  far 
we  have  to  go.  One  of  our  goals 
must  be  to  make  a  gay  member¬ 
ship  list  no  more  worthy  of  notice 
than  the  membership  list  of  the 
PTA  or  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts. 
There  must  come  a  time  when  we 
will  be  able  to  travel  with  all  our 
lists  in  our  suit  cases,  and  not  give 
a  damn  who  sees  them  because 
there  will  be  no  penalty  attendant 
upon  the  discovery  of  such  lists.  I 
intend  to  continue  working 
toward  that  goal. _ 


MASSACHUSETTS  REGIONAL 
ORGANIZING  CONFERENCE 


MASSACHUSETTS  CONFERENCE 
’THE  LESBIAN"  AND  CAY  PEOPLE'S 
MARCH  ON  WASHINGTON* 
(October  14,  1979)  A 


Delegates  at  the  recent  Philadelphia  Nationwide  Conference 


Saturday,  May  5th,  9am-5pm 
Arlington  Street  Church  in  Boston 
Features  speakers,  Caucus  time, 

Election  of  delegates,  and  Workshops 

Registration  fee  of  $5  suggested 
Please  try  to  pre-register  by  sending  check 
made  out  to  "March  on  Washington"  to: 

CCN,  Box  20,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 
Childcare  provided 

Signed  for  the  hearing-  Sorry  we  have  no  phone  vet, 

impaired  Write  for  information 
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GAY  COMMUNITY  NFWS  Is  a  nof  for  profit,  collectively  run  WEEKLY  newspaper 
Into  M«?  sixth  year  of  publication 

Each  week  GCN  wilt  bring  you  up-to-date  with  the  latest  In  gay  related 
news.  Our  weekly  features  section— Interviews  (with  the  famous,  the 
Infamous,  and  the  Just  plain  folks),  reviews  of  books,  plays,  films, 

TV  and  openings— will  broaden  your  understanding  of  the  f  Al  9  im¬ 
personalities  and  perspectives  of  the  multifaceted  gay  ' 

experience  .*0' 

We  encourage  render  participation  through  our  l 


Speaking  Out"  column  and  Invite  you  to 
|oln  In  the  exchanges  and  comments  of 
onr  lively  "Letters  to  the  Editor" 
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".  .  .  the  best 
American  gay 
newspaper  .  .  ." 

The  Hody  Politic 


.  a  primary  information  source  and  news  clearing  house  ^ 


".  .  .  aii  segments  of  the  gay  J 
community  are  reported  on  openly,  t 
objectively  and  free  of  factionalizlng  J 

rhetoric.  ”  / 

The  Rent  Taper  0 

"National  in  scope,  GCN  is  unquestionably  j 
“  the  best  paper  in  the  States.”  t 

Hlqh  Gear  f 

j 

for  anyone  seriously  concerned  with  whal’s  being  done  to  j 
and  by  lesbians  and  gay  men  everywhere  In  this  country.”  t 

National  Gay  Task  Force  ^ 

.  .  .  that  excellent  Boston  paper  Gay  Community  News  .  . 
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Alexander  Cockhurn,  Village  Voice 


INTRODUCTORY  SPECIAL: (check  one): 

I  I  12  weeks  lor  $4.00  (regular  rote  $5) 
U  25  weeks  loi  $7.00  (regular  rate  $10) 


Thfr.  special  rale  good  only  on  new 
subscriptions  (not  renewals),  within 
Ihp  USA.  Acid  ? 0%  for  foreign  This 
offer  expires  April  29,  1979  This 
flier  must  accompany  your  order 
All  subscriptions  sent  In  sealed,  no 
peek  envelopes.  Make  check  or 
money  order  payable  to  "GCN"  Do 
NOT  send  cash  through  the  mall  Our 
subscribed  list  is  confidential,  and  Is 
never  sold  or  used  except  lor  mailing 
GCN 

(be  sure  to  enclose  this  form  with 

your  order.) 


Name 


Mail 

with  payment  to. 

GCN  Subscriptions  Address 
22  Bromfield  St 
Boston,  MA  02108  City 


_Z'P_ 


LJ  VISA 

Slqnalnm 
Account  Nn 
Expiration  Onto 


I  I  MASTEn  CHARGE 
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She  gove  DUK€  6UINGTON  o 

stort  in  Harlem. 

COl€  PORT€R'S  Miss  Otis 
Regrets"  uuas  uuritten  for  her. 
She  ran  the  best  club  in  Paris 
during  the  tuuenties  and  thirties 

and  the  DUK€  OF  WINDSOR, 
the  F.  SCOTT  FITZGCRRLDS, 
and  HCMINGWRV,  to  name  a 
feuu,  uuere  frequent  visitors. 


Bricktop 


Don't  miss  the  legendary  Bricktop, 
appearing  uuith  the  uuorld  renowned 
Hugh  Shannon  at  Lulu's! 

She'll  be  at  Lulu  White's 
April  24  26. 


mm 

tBFjile 

Jazz  Supper  Club 
3  Appleton  St. 
Boston 
423-3652 


WOMCN'S 
COMMUNITY 
H€RITH  C€NT€fl 

Gynecological  Services 
WeMJUomen  Health  Care 

on  opportune  to  shore  your  heofch  corn  with 
other  women  in  o  feminist  self-help  setting 
col  for  appoint. met.  information  and  referrots 


women  -  worker,  owned,  ond  controlled 
639  Moss  Bve  .  Cambridge.  MB  547-2302 


The  Total  Look 
For  Men  &  Women 

creative  hairstyles 
manicures  &  facials 

$5  OFF  ANY  SERVICE 
ON  FIRST  VISIT 

845  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA 
267-6000 

(across  from  the  Prudential) 


“Catch  a  KISS 
and  win  *100,000.” 

( $5,000  a  year  for  20  years.)  * 


Great  disco’s  not  the  only  reason  to  listen  to  KISS  108. 
You  can  listen  for  great  prizes  too.  Prizes  like: 


□  $100,000  In  Cash  ($5,000 
a  year  for  twenty  years) 

□  Ten  $1008  Cash  Prizes 

□  Two  Datsun  280ZXs 

□  A  Jeep  CJ-5 

□  Four  Delta  Dream 
Vacations  For  Two 

□  A  Pair  of  His  and  Hers 
Kawasaki  Motorcycles 

□  $5000  His  and  Hers 
Wardrobe  from  Louis 


□  A  Jukebox  with  1 08 
Disco  Hits 


□  Plus  there  are  color  TVs,  air 
conditioners,  dinners,  video 
recorders -hundreds  of 
prizes  in  all! 
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The  Joy  of  Gay  Lit 


By  Alien  Young 

The  daffodils  are  poking  up¬ 
wards  through  the  rapidly  thawing 
soil,  gardening  is  the  main  topic  of 
conversation  around  the  house, 
and  the  long  nights  of  winter  will 
soon  give  way  to  daylight  saving 
time.  I’ve  been  thinking  about 
how  much  reading  I’ve  done  over 
the  past  winter,  and  wanted  to 
share  some  of  my  thoughts  and 
feelings  about  some  of  the  books 
I’ve  read,  especially  since  virtually 
all  of  the  reading  I’ve  done  is  of 
books  by  gay  writers  or  with  gay 
characters  —  and  most  of  it  has 
been  so  pleasurable. 

Reviews  of  most,  if  not  all,  of 
these  books  have  already  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  pages  of  GCN  and 
other  gay  periodicals,  and  my  pur¬ 
pose  isn’t  so  much  to  review  the 
books  as  to  just  make  a  few  brief 
comments  about  them.  I’ll  start 
with  the  one  I  just  finished, 
Dancer  From  the  Dance,  by  An¬ 
drew  Holleran,  which  has  been  the 
subject  of  controversy  recently. 
Holleran  was  put  on  the  “enemies 
list’,’  of  the  Gay  Activist  Alliance 
media  committee,  allegedly  for 
failing  to  write  something  more  in 
line  with  the  committee’s  gay  lib¬ 
eration  ideology.  I  have  to  agree 
with  those  who  find  the  GAA 
position  ludicrous.  As  so  many 
others  have  already  said,  Dancer 
is  beautifully  written,  but  more  to 
the  point,  the  book  is  permeated 
with  an  essentially  critical  view  of 
the  disco,  Fire  Island,  moneyed, 
size  queen,  crass,  cruel  gay  world. 
Yes,  Holleran’s  critical  sense  is 
balanced  by  an  infatuation  with 
all  the  hedonism,  but  he  clearly  re¬ 
cognizes  that  the  scene  he  depicts 
is  inaccessible  to  most  gay  men, 
and  virtually  irrelevant  to  all  gay 
women. 

An  intelligent  reader  should  be 
able  to  appreciate  Holleran’s  am¬ 
bivalence,  an  ambivalence  that 
contributes  to  the  novel’s  beauty 
and  significance  —  instead  of  de¬ 
manding  that  he  write  about  char¬ 
acters  other  than  those  he  chose  to 
write  about.  Frankly,  some  of  the 
overly  intellectual  socialist  homo¬ 
sexuals  have  a  lot  to  learn  from 
characters  like  Malone  and  Suth¬ 
erland.  I  wonder  if  rejection  of 
this  book  has  its  roots  in  the  old 
left  anti-gay  prejudice  linking 
homosexuality  to  “bourgeois 
decadence.”  I’ve  been  to  Fire  Is¬ 


land  and  I’ve  been  to  fashionable 
New  York  discos,  and,  like  most 
gays,  I’m  a  total  misfit  in  those 
environments.  But  one  has  only  to 
read  Holleran’s  lyrical  descrip¬ 
tions  of  the  beauty  of  nature  to 
realize  that  he  too  has  experienced 
his  share  of  alienation  from  urban 
gay  lifestyles. 

What’s  particularly  upsetting 
about  the  GAA  media  committee 
position  is  not  the  complaint  that 
Holleran’s  book  doesn’t  ade¬ 
quately  serve  the  cause  of  gay  lib¬ 
eration.  This  is  a  legitimate  point 
of  view.  However,  1  find  the  col¬ 
lectivization  of  that  point  of  view, 
by  means  of  a  committee  stance, 
abhorrent.  This  is  the  stuff  that 
cultural  comissars  are  made  of. 
While  everyone  isentitledtohis/her 
personal  opinion,  I  think  that  the 
gay  community  should  reject  such 
an  organized  attempt  to  tell  wri¬ 
ters  how  to  write,  or  what  to  write 
about. 

*  *  *  *  *  * 

More  than  five  years  ago,  John 
Mitzel,  one  of  Boston’s  most  pro¬ 
lific  and  insightful  gay  writers,  put 
together  a  biography  of  the  late 
novelist  John  Horne  Burns.  I  read 
the  biography  (now  out  of  print, 
alas)  and  promised  myself  that 
one  day  I’d  taste  Burns’  work  for 
myself.  Two  of  Burns’  novels, 
The  Gallery  and  Lucifer  With  a 
Book,  were  reprinted  a  couple  of 
years  ago  by  Avon  in  their  Bard 
book  series.  These  were  among 
the  best  books  I’ve  read  in  the  past 
year,  both  for  their  fine  writing 
and  their  gay  sensibility.  The  Gal¬ 
lery  (1947)  is  a  book  about  World 
War  II,  with  most  of  the  action 
taking  place  in  North  Africa  and 
in  Naples,  none  of  it  on  the  battle¬ 
field.  Essentially,  it  is  a  book 
about  people  during  wartime 
rather  than  about  war  as  an  event 
in  itself. 

While  The  Gallery  is  not  a  “gay 
novel”  and  most  of  its  major 
characters  are  apparently  hetero¬ 
sexual,  the  author’s  gayness  is  an 
inextricable  part  of  the  storytell¬ 
ing.  A  chapter  entitled 
“Momma”  describes  one  night  in 
a  gay  bar  in  Naples  in  1944.  The 
bar  is  filled  with  witty  gay  men, 
but  the  solitary  lesbian,  Rhoda, 

Continued  on  Page  13 
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has  some  brilliant  insights  of  her 
own.  Throughout  the  U.S.A., 
there  must  be  scores  of  men  who 
remember  the  loveable  woman 
(“Momma”)  who  owned  that 
place.  Gay  people  interested  in  re¬ 
ligion,  especially  the  difference 
between  religions,  will  love  Burns’ 
dialogue  between  Father  Donovan 
and  Chaplain  Bascom  (a  Southern 
Baptist),  and  everyone  will  love 
the  chapter  about  Guilia,  with  its 
insights  into  the  Latin  patriarchal 
system  of  courtship  and  marriage. 

Lucifer  With  a  Book  is  about  a 
New  England  prep  school  in  the 
late  1940’s,  where  sexual  repres¬ 
sion  is  the  norm  and  Cold  War 
militarism  is  beginning  to  thunder 
across  the  land.  The  repressed 
homosexuality  of  Guy  Hudson, 
hero  of  the  book,  of  Ralph,  the 
sensitive  schoolboy,  and  of  Mr. 
Grimes,  the  prissy  drama  coach, 
brings  the  1940’s  to  life  for  the 
reader.  It  makes  one  wonder  how 
many  similar  characters  on  the 
campuses  of  New  England  prep 
schools  are  living  with  1940’s  con¬ 
sciousness  today,  despite  all  of 
our  best  eforts  as  gay  liberation- 
ists.  (One  of  the  most  memorable 
scenes  in  Lucifer  portrays  a  “cir¬ 
cle  jerk.”  What  better  symbol  is 
there  of  repressed  homosexuali¬ 
ty?) 

****** 

Another  prep  school  book  that 
1  got  to  read  this  winter  was  Good 
Times,  Bad  Times,  published  in 
1968.  The  author,  James  Kirk¬ 
wood,  has  since  become  well 
known  for  his  prize-winning  play 
“A  Chorus  Line”  and  his  novel 
(and  play)  P.S.,  Your  Cat  Is 
Dead.  Good  Times,  Bad  Times,  is 
hard  to  reject  and  hard  to  accept. 
On  the  one  hand,  it’s  a  damn 
good  story,  told  with  lots  of  skill 
and  hard  to  put  down.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  villain  of  the  story 
is  repressed  homosexuality.  I  kept 
interrupting  my  reading  of  the 
book  to  ask  myself  whether 
straight  readers  would  be  able  to 
distinguish  between  repressed 
homosexuality  and  homosexuality 
itself.  The  “bad  guy”  is  the 
school’s  sexually  repressed  mar¬ 
ried  headmaster.  The  “good  guy” 
is  an  innocent  kid  who  loves  his 
best  friend.*  This  relationship  is 
non-sexual  but  the  gay  reader  can 
certainly  read  repressed  sexuality 
into  that  friendship.  Actually,  I’d 
really  like  to  know  what  other 
people  think  of  this  book.  Re¬ 
pressed  homosexuality  is  so  close¬ 
ly  linked  to  homophobia  —  it’s  a 
phenomenon  that  deeply  concerns 
us.  Too  often,  I  think,  our  gay 
liberation  ideology  makes  us 
worry  how  straight  people  will  re¬ 
act  to  a  particular  book,  and  this 
can  spoil  our  own  appreciation  of 
a  work  of  literature. 

*  *  *  *  * 

Variations  on  this  same  theme 
—  repressed  homosexuality  — 
dominated  two  other  fine  works 
of  literature  that  passed  through 
my  hands  this  winter.  My  Father 
and  Myself,  by  J.R.  Ackerly, 
came  to  my  attention  a  few  years 
ago  when  Martin  Duberman  listed 
it  in  his  “best  books  I’ve  read  this 
year”  for  Win  magazine.  First 
published  posthumously  in  1968 
in  England,  it  was  released  as  a 
Harvest  Book  in  1975  by  Harcourt 
Brace  Jovanovich.  This  unique 
book  is  a  frankly  written  autobio¬ 
graphy  by  a  British  gentleman 
who  specialized  in  fleeting  sexual 
relationships  with  trade,  mostly 
soldiers,  earlier  in  this  century. 
There  is  the  strong  suggestion  that 
Ackerly’s  father  had  the  same  sort 
of  sexual  habits  in  his  youth.  Of 
interest  to  gay  history  buffs  is 


Ackerly’s  description  of  a  the 
Napoleon,  “a  pub  in  Knight- 
bridge,  not  far  from  the  Horse- 
guards’  Barracks,  in  which  my 
father  once  dwelt,  a  famous  resort 
for  picking  up  cavalrymen.”  I 
wonder  if  Boston’s  Napoleon  was 
named  for  this  British  version  of 
an  early  gay  bar. 

Keep  the  River  on  the  Right,  by 
the  New  York  Jewish  artist  Tobias 
Schneebaum,  is  also  autobio¬ 
graphical.  The  author  has  written 
an  absorbing  account  of  his  tra¬ 
vels  into  the  South  American  jun¬ 
gle  and  the  time  he  spent  with 
native  peoples  whose  lives 
included  both  homosexuality  and 
cannibalism.  He  shares  with  the 
reader  some  insights  into  the  life 
of  a  Catholic  missionary,  a  re¬ 
pressed  homosexual,  who  can  per¬ 
haps  be  interpreted  as  an  alter  ego 
of  the  author  himself.  Schnee¬ 
baum  has  a  new  book  out,  The 
Wild  Man,  which  I  haven’t  read 
yet. 

*  *  *  *  *  * 

As  most  avid  readers  of  gay  lit¬ 
erature  know  by  now,  most  of  the 
work  of  Christopher  Isherwood 
has  recently  been  released  in  a 
series  of  paperbacks  by  Avon. 
There  are  some  gay  characters  and 
gay  sensibility  in  all  of  these 
books,  but  A  Single  Man  is  by  far 
my  favorite,  and  reportedly  Isher- 
wood’s  favorite  as  well.  Certainly 
it  is  the  novel  most  concerned  with 
a  full  portrait  of  a  gay  character.  I 
also  enjoyed  Meeting  by  the 
River,  which  is  a  devastatingly 
critical  picture  of  a  gay  character 
who  treats  neither  his  wife  nor  his 
boyfriend  very  well.  A  feminist 
friend  told  me  that  she  thinks 
Isherwood  is  misogynistic. 
However,  if  that’s  so,  I  think 
Isherwood  perceives  at  least  some 
of  this  himself.  One  of  Ishef- 
wood’s  most  heterosexual  books. 
The  World  in  the  Evening,  con¬ 
tains  a  gay  character,  Bob  Wood, 
whose  gay  consciousness  is  amaz¬ 
ingly  post-Stonewall  (the  book  is 
copyright  1952  and  1954).  Virtual¬ 
ly  all  of  Isherwood’swork  arerich 
with  history,  politics,  ecology, 
spirituality,  and  sexuality  —  and  is 
very  well- written. 

****** 

Partially  because  Paul  Good¬ 
man  is  one  of  those  1960’s  “cul¬ 
ture  heroes”  I  actually  know  very 
litle  about,  I  picked  up  and  read 
through  his  well-known  Growing 
Up  Absurd.  The  cultural  criticism 
of  American  contained  in  that 
book,  all  of  it  written  in  the  dark 
ages  of  the  1950’s,  is  brilliant  and 
original  —  but  there  is  a  very  fatal 
flaw,  and  that  is  Goodman’s  male 
chauvinism.  It  amazed  me,  as  I 
read  the  book,  to  see  how  Good¬ 
man  completely  takes  for  granted 
all  of  the  male  chauvinist  values  of 
the  America  he  criticizes.  Was  this 
“blind  spot”  somehow  related  to 
Goodman’s  being  a  boy-lover?  Or 
was  he  just  a  victim  of  ignorance 
and  the  fact  that  in  the  1950’s, 
feminism  was  not  the  compelling 
clarion-call  it  is  today?  How  could 
Goodman  be  so  indifferent  to 
those  independent  women  (such 
as  Susan  Sontag)  who  were  part  of 
his  intellectual  milieu?  In  any 
case,  Growing  Up  Absurd  is  about 
the  plight,  not  of  America’s  youth 
in  general,  but  of  America’s  boys. 

****** 

One  of  th  most  intriguing 
books  I’ve  re'  ■  (just  out  in  paper¬ 
back)  is  The  igh  Cost  of  Living, 
by  the  outstanding  feminist  novel¬ 
ist  (and  veteran  New  Leftist) 
Marge  Piercy.  Here  is  an  unusual 
case:  a  non-gay  novelist  creating  a 
book  with  two  main  characters 
%ho  are  gav.  The  three  personal¬ 


ities  who  come  alive  in  the  pages 
of  The  High  Cost  of  Living  are: 
Leslie,  a  lesbian  feminist  who  is 
caught  between  her  involvement 
in  the  women’s  struggle  and  her 
career  ambitions  in  male- 
dominated  academia;  Bernie,  a 
working  class  gay  man  who  is 
shaky  in  his  gay  identity  after  a 
brief  career  as  a  hustler;  and 
Honor,  a  18-year-old  high  school 
student  who  thinks  she  has  it  more 
together  than  her  fellow  students 
and  who  looks  to  both  Leslie  and 
Bernie  to  provide  friendship  and 
spice  in  her  life.  I  enjoyed  reading 
this  book,  but  I  did  have  problems 
with  the  Bernie  character.  His 
mixture  of  very  high  and  very  low 
gay  consciousness  somehow 
didn’t  make  sense  to  me,  but  may¬ 
be  I  just  haven’t  met  enough 
working  class  gay  men.  People 
from  the  Detroit  area  (Piercy’s 
home  town)  will  appreciate  the 
local  color,  I’m  sure,  as  I  did,  and 
I’ve  only  been  to  Detroit  once. 

I  also  read  The  Women’s 
Room,  a  popular  feminist  novel 
that  has  become  a  best-seller. 
Much  of  the  book  is  set  in  Cam¬ 
bridge,  and  it  offered  me  many  in¬ 
sights  into  the  plight  of  a  particu¬ 
lar  generation  of  women.  The  au¬ 
thor,  Marilyn  French,  took  a  few 
brief  swipes  at  male  homosexuals, 
though  no  gay  male  character  is 
developed,  and  I  found  this  an¬ 
noying.  I  was  also  annoyed  by  all 
of  the  cigarette  smoking  and 
boozing  it  up  in  the  novel  —  those 
two  vices  are  on  virtually  every 
page.  Most  of  all,  The  Women’s 
Room  reminded  me  how  glad  I  am 
that  I’m  not  a  married  heterosexu¬ 
al  man  with  a  suburban  lifestyle. 

****** 


Keeping  in  touch  with  gay  and 
feminist  literature  is  quite  a  chal¬ 
lenge  these  days,  as  there  is  so 
much  of  it,  and  some  of  it  is  medi¬ 
ocre.  I  find  I  have  a  growing  pile 
of  books  that  I  hope  to  read  some 
day.  My  current  pile  includes  such 
varied  titles  as  Mrs.  Stevens  Hears 
the  Mermaids  Singing  by  May 
Sarton,  Patience  and  Sarah  by 
Isabel  Miller,  Myron  by  Gore  Vi¬ 
dal,  Coming  Out  by  Wallace 
Hamilton.  Notice  how  much  of 
my  reading  is  old  stuff! 

A  few  final  words.  There  was 
one  gay  book  I  read  that  really 
irked  me  so  much  that  I  almost 
forgot  to  include  it.  That  is  The 
Best  Little  Boy  in  the  World,  by 
John  Reid  (a  pseudonym).  The 
hero  of  the  book  is  an  Ivy  League 
graduate,  successful  in  a  capital¬ 
istic  career  and  in  the  gay  scene. 
The  author  in  effect  tells  the 
reader  it’s  OK  to  be  gay  if  you’re 
successful,  handsome,  well-hung 
and  in  no  way  effeminate.  Ycch! 
It  does  have  value  in  that  it  is  a 
realistic  coming  out  story,  but  this 
fellow  needs  a  heavy  dose  of  con¬ 
sciousness-raising.  Maybe  I 
should  just  say  that  I  wouldn’t 
care  to  know  him  and  it  probably 
would  be  mutual. 

Actually,  I  should  have  avoided 
The  Best  Little  Boy  in  the  World, 
because  several  reviewers  in  gay 
papers  I  respect,  as  well  as  a 
couple  of  gay  griends,  warned  me 
against  the  book.  But  I  thought 
I’d  check  it  out  for  myself,  since  it 
is  so  popular.  I  do,  in  fact,  depend 
on  reviewers-in  such  periodicals  as 
GCN  and  the  Body  Politic  (the 
“Our  Image”  section  of  this 
Canadian  gay  monthly  is  superb 
—  usually  free  of  puff  pieces). 

1  think  the  quiet  of  country  liv¬ 
ing  gives  me  an  added  advantage 
as  a  reader  —  there’s  something 
satisfying  about  sitting  down  with 
a  good  book  in  a  house  in  the 
woods.  But  whether  your  home  is 
urban  or  rural,  good  gay  literature 
is  one  of  the  pleasures  of  life,  a 
pleasure  that  no  one  should  miss. 
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JUST  FRIENDS 


Just  Friends  is  a  new  section  devoted 
entirely  to  the  concept  of  simple  human 
contact.  If  you  seek  a  lover  or  a  room¬ 
mate,  this  Is  the  wrong  column.  If  you 
want  to  communicate  with  and/or  meet 
other  gays  to  exchange  ideas  or  socialize 
without  the  expectation  of  sexual  gratifi¬ 
cation,  you  may  send  an  ad  in  to  this  sec¬ 
tion  for  just  $3.00  for  up  to  50  words 
(longer  ads,  5^  each  additional  word)  plus 
a  headline  of  no  more  than  25  characters. 
Write  the  ad  copy  on  a  plain  piece  of 
paper  or  use  our  form  if  it  all  fits.  Be  sure 
to  include  your  name,  address  and  phone 
number  for  our  files,  not  necessarily  the 
ad  You  oan'.have  a  forwarding  bx  for  $3 
for  6  wks  or  a  pick-up  box  for  $1  for  6  wks. 
This  section  is  for  both -individuals  and 
couples,  not  organizations  or  groups.  We 
hope  men  and  women  will  seek  friends  of 
the  opposite  as  well  as  the  same  sex.  Any 
ad  that  is  clearly  a  personal  rather  than  a 
friendship  ad  will  be  returned  for  proper 

payment  at  the  personal  rate. _ 

GWM,  28  interested  in  meeting  others 
into  puppetry,  ventriloquism,  masks,  cos¬ 
tumes  (esp.  animal  costumes),  disguises, 
theatrical  make-up,  etc.  Write  P.O.  Box 
1^622,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 14.  (40) 


So.  ME  GWM,  34,  seeks  new  M/F  friends 
in  Sanford,  Berwicks,  Kittery-Eliot,  & 
Ptsmh,  NH  areas.  Friends  are  a  second 
existence!  Wish  to  develop  solid,  stable 
social  relationships,  not  sexual  adven¬ 
tures,  to  supplement  a  rather  solitary  day- 
to-day  life  in  rural  environment  in  Maine. 
Write  B.  Harrison,  Box  839,  Sanford,  ME 
04073.  Thanks  for  reading  this.  (39) 

LOOKING  FOR  FRIENDSHIP 
Midwestern  GWM,  24,  hopes  to  visit  New 
England  this  summer.  Would  like  to  meet 
others  especially  in  Maine,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia. 
I'm  interested  in  travelling,  listening  to 
popular  music,  and  watching  movies.  If 
interested,  please  write:  Steven  Gregory, 
Suite  804  (B-67),  323  South  Franklin,  Chi- 
cago.lL  60606 _ (39 -f) 


PERSONALS 


MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
You  are  my  favorite 
sleeping  pill, 
the  secret  bending 
of  my  waking  will. 

You  bring  me  peace, 
you  bring  me  rest. 

Your  gentle  presence 
leaves  me  blest. 

\  love  you.  AM  my  love,  Porcupine _ 

UNO  UNO  UNO 

Thanks  for  Snoopy  and  his  loving 
thoughts.  We  need  to  come  back  to  you, 
but  can’t  for  yet  a  while.  P.  has  been 
writing  letters.  You  should  get  one  soon, 
if  not  before  this. 


PJM 

There  was  something  mystical  about  that 
rose.  It  lasted  longer  than  a  week.  I  have 
never  had  a  rose  last  so  long  before.  You 
must  love  me.  How  dear.  May  all  the  hope 
of  Easter  be  realized  in  your  gentle  life. 


JS  POOR 

Congratualtions!  couldn’t  happen  to  a 
better  person  or  more  deseriving  scholar. 
You  must  be  greatly  relieved.  When  shall 
we  see  you?  You  can  stay  here,  you 
know,  any  time  you  wish.  As  long  as  you 
don’t  need  our  company. 


Photographer  interested  in  photograph¬ 
ing  couples  for  gallery  exhibition.  Will 
trade  prints  for  your  time  and  effort.  Chris 
266-4909.  _ (40) 


SO  EAST  CONN 
GWM,  32,  5 ’10",  140  lbs,  seeks  other  area 
GWMs  25-35  for  friendship  and  compan¬ 
ionship.  Reply  to  P.O.Box  495,  Norwich, 
CT  06360.  (40) 


Gay  Christian  male,  39  —  chubby,  5 ’7" 
—  rich  spiritually,  though  not  economi¬ 
cally  or  materially,  seeks  honest,  open, 
loving,  non-violent,  non-drinking,  drug- 
free  gay  brother  in  Christ  interested  in 
unit  as  life  partners  in  a  monogamous 
relationship  here  in  the  “land  of  the  sun 
and  desert  beauty."  Step  out  on  faith, 
write  (picture  if  possible)  and  let’s  see 
what  happens.  Will  answer  all.  Box- 
holder  P.O.  Box  1745,  Tucson,  AZ  85702 
_ (40) 


Tony,  you  old  porno  dealer.  I  love  you. 
George. 


TWO  LESBIAN  SISTER  CATS 
3  months  old,  tortoise-shell  coloring, 
have  had  shots,  been  spayed;  one  is  for¬ 
ward,  friendly,  purrful,  other  is  shy,  with¬ 
drawn;  born  sun  in  Virgo,  moon  on  Capri- 
corn-Aquarius  cusp;  looking  for  someone 
who  can  give  good  home  to  both;  call 
Lester  (617)  445-8551,  evenings,  week¬ 
ends.  (39) 

RELIABLE  COMPUTER 
The  GCN  Subscription  Dept,  needs  a  con¬ 
sistently  available  machine  (for  develop-  j 
ment  and  one  run  pet  week,  thereafter)  to 
process  its  subscriptions  for  updates, 
mailing  labels,  various  reports.  Required: 
FORTRAN,  line  printer,  enough  storage 
for  approx  375K  Bytes  —  tape  drives  pre¬ 
ferred  for  confidentiality.  If  you  can  help, 
pis  call  Bruce  McLay  at  661-1444  (w)  or 
427-2778  (h). 


Wealthy  WM  lovers  35  &  20  with  luxury 
car!  apt!!  want  guys  for  good  times  inc 
dirty  movies,  fooling  around!  You  must  B 
masculine,  versatile,  under  28  with  great 
build.  Hopefully  you  will  call  between 
6-11  pm,  or  Iv  message  10  am-6  pm.  Scott 
&  Peter  322-0090. _ (41) 

Man,  35  Ikng  4  healthy,  happy  physically 
fit  guy,  probly  ynger,  4  something  Ing- 
Istng.  Things  I  like:  Building  and  making 
things,  wilderness,  canoeing,  music,  art, 
swimming,  kids,  dogs,  horses,  ice  cream, 
TV,  movies,  bks,  being  w/friends,  being 
alone,  loving,  talking,  laughing,  staying 
home,  going  out,  the  city,  the  bush.  Don’t 
like:  Cruising,  bars,  pickles,  strobe  lights, 
chrome  &  glass  furniture,  using  a  want-ad 
to  meet  someone.  Considered  attractive 
6’,  180,  personable,  reasonably  bright 
versatile,  warm,  independent,  stable 
Photo  not  essential,  but  would  be  appre 
ciated.  Bob  Williams,  Box  362,  Station  K 
Toronto,  Canada. _ _ 


Gay  women  with  safety  can  write/meet 
thru  The  Wishing  Well  Magazine  (intro¬ 
ductory  copy  $3.00).  Sept:  3-lsland  Ha¬ 
waiian  Holiday.  Info  Box  664,  Novato,  CA 
94947. _ (40) 


RUNNER  MANHATTAN 
GM  who  is  a  runner  (I  run  in  Central  Park  3 
times  a  week  —  6  miles)  would  like  to 
meet  other  GM  to  start  to  train  for  NYC 
Marathon.  Please  only  serious  runners. 
Include  phone  #.  Write  GCN  Box  30.  (40) 

4  summer  fun  &  profit  C  my  ad  N  the 
Esplanade  Help  Wanted  column.  Earn  up 
to  $375/week  (40  positions)  or  houseboy 
situation.  Mr  C  536-2731,  4  details  B  4  U 
call,  C  Cape  Cod  ad  first  N  Esplanade  edi¬ 
tions  4/18,5/2,5/16,5/30. _ (42) 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  number  In 
any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Classifieds, 

Box _ ,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA 

02108. 
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SERVICES 


C  &  B  BUILDING 

Carpentry,  renovations,  repairs  &  paint¬ 
ing.  Interior  &  exterior.  Free  estimates, 
Mark  445-6676;  Jim  524-2152.  (ex) 


NEED  SERIOUS 
ROOM-MATE  REFERRAL? 

Anne  de  Bueno's  Matchbox 

267-1471 

We  are  not  an  answering  se'-ice  sc  you  con  reach  us 
when  you  need  us  'f’OSt 

APTS  ilSriw  FRt£ 

Just  ask  for  Anne 


GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 
Beginning,  has  openings. 

David  Seil  Associates 

536-2665. (33) 


COUNSELING 

Individual  ond  Couple  Psychotherapy 
for  Men  ond  Women  Sliding  Scale. 
For  appointment,  call  (617)  628-8286 
or  267-0237,  evenings. 

Jim  Fishman  MSW 


BALD  &  UNCUT,  INTO  SMELL  &  TASTE 
GWM,  40,  bald,  S/P,  brd,  hry  chst  &  Igs, 
uncut,  Iv  tste  &  sml  of  M  sx,  skg  uncut, 
masc  std,  28-40.  Must  be  Gr  A,  no  ferns, 
fats,  cl  cuts,  Iv  to  hr  fr  country  boys  who 
pick  up  my  vibes  &  scene.  R  U  ripe  now? 
GCN  Box  29. _ (42) 


DEAR  BALD  AND  UNCUT 
What  is  “S/P"? 


LESBIAN  SUPPORT  GROUP 
Am  interested  in  forming  a  lesbian  sup¬ 
port  group  of  women  30+  over  in  the 
North  Shore  area,  to  discuss  personal 
issues.  No  couples  please.  GCN  Box  27. 

(40) 


Writer  doing  article  on  Gay  people  at  Har- 
vard/Radcliffe  over  the  past  fifty  years. 
Anyone  with  info  or  experiences,  write 
Eric  Rofes,  45  Garden  St.  #6,  Boston,  MA 
02114. _ 

ARE  YOU  LONELY? 

GWM  — attractive  non  professional 
blonde  30  yrs  old,  brown  eyes,  5  ft  11", 
seeks  GWM  25-33  for  friendship  &  quiet 
times.  Main  interests  are  music  &  watch- 

ing  old  movies  on  TV.  Not  into  bar  scene. 
Write  N.A.,  66  Central  St.,  Ipswich,  MA 
01938.  Picture  (facial)  answered  first.  (39) 


GAY  RECOVERING  ALCOHOLICS 
Inti  Gay  Meeting  Directory.  Covers  32 
states,  5  foreign  countries.  Gay  Alcoholic 
Pamphlet,  Al-Anon  and  other  facilities 
lists.  Tucker,  PO  Box  4623,  Arlington,  VA 
22204. _ (39) 


Insurance  Needs  &  Money  Management 
ROBERT  A.  MAIBOR 
Certified  Public  Accountant 

237-4900  &  963-3464  (30) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS.  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 

A  Now  Location— A  How  Phono  Number 
Newton  Comer,  Men.  (off  the  Pike) 
(617)  965-1311  for  oppt. 


RENOVATIONS 

Interior  carpentry  and  painting.  All  jobs 
large  and  small.  Call  Ginny  Hodgdon 
787-9583.  (41) 


PASSPORT-VISA- APPLICATION 
And  all  I.D.  photos  —  B&W  or  col.  Quick 
ser.,  10%  disc,  with  this  ad.  Atlas  Photo 
Studio,  88  Broad  St.  at  cor.  of  Franklin  St., 
Bos.,  MA.  Tel.  542-7680. _ (39) 


MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 
Presents 

Enrichment:  A  Program  for  Lesbian 
And  Gay  Couples 

Contact  Frank  Ring  (617)965-1311  (39) 


Landscape  and  gardening,  experienced 
in  all  types  of  landscape  work.  Phone  Bob 
Toscano  (617)  267-6188. _ J40) 

WANT  A  CLEAN  PLACE? 

I’m  looking  for  more  house  cleaning  jobs. 
Weekly/biweekly.  Boston  area.  Experi¬ 
enced,  efficient,  references,  reasonable 
rates.  Call  Bob  at  524-1512. _ (39) 


»  ROOMMATES 


HEARING-IMPAIRED  GAY  ALCOHOLICS 
The  Homophile  Alcohol  Treatment  Serv¬ 
ice  is  currently  seeking  new  clients  for 
the  Deaf  Alcoholic  Program:  Call 
426-5208  or  426-5229  or  write  H.A.T.S., 
Deaf  Program,  80  Boylston  St.,  Boston, 
MA  02116. 


HASSLE-FREE  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
FOR  NH  GAYS 

Ethical-Confidential 
Individual  &  Couples 
Judith  Sigler,  Lyn  Foley 
(Both  MSW,  ACSW) 

By  Appointment 

^603)  224-5600  Concord 


l  NEEDA  l 


I  KUUMMAII?  I 

■  CALL  RIHIMATCH  FIRST,  m 
1  #1617-227-8882  I 


I 

I 


AT 817-227-8882 

24  hr.  answering  service 
Tell  us  the  kind  of  roommate,  rent, 
and  location  you'd  like.  We  II  do 
the  rest'  Call  today  tor  full  details 


I 

Match  l 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Classified  Ad  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sun¬ 
day  publication). 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  by 
phone.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Gay 
Community  News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 

02108. 

Since  we  are  distributed  nationwide,  please  include  your 
area  code  if  your  ad  includes  a  telephone  number. 

Non-business:  $3.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters 
per  line);  each  additional  line  25  cents.  Headlines 
are  50  cents  per  week  for  25  characters. 

Business  (if  you  charge  money  for  a  service,  you  are  a 
business):  $4.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters 
per  line)  and  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Head¬ 
lines  are  $1.00  for  25  characters. 

If  you  wish  to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  office: 

Our  hours  are  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  through 
Friday. 

There  is  a  charge  of  $1.00  for  a  phone  number  included 
in  a  Personal  ad. 

Box  numbers  are  available  at  $1.00  for  6  weeks  if  you 
pick  up  your  mail.  If,  however,  you  wish  your  mail 
forwarded,  the  rate  is  $3.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  is 
forwarded  at  the  end  of  the  3rd  and  .6th  weeks.  If 
you  want  mail  forwarded  for  a  3  month  period  a 
$5.00  charge  will  be  made  for  the  additional  time. 

Please  Print 

Name _ 


Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run  . 


Please  circle  one  of  the  following  ad  categories: 

APARTMENTS  FOR  SALE  INSTRUCTION 

JOBS  OFFERED  JOB  OPPORTUNITIES  JOBS  WANTED 
JUST  FRIENDS  LOST  &  FOUND  MISCF.1.L. 

MOVERS  ORGANIZATIONS  PENPALS 

PERSONALS  PRISONERS  PUBLICATIONS 

REAL  ESTATE  RESORTS  RIDES 

ROOMMATES  SERVICES  WANTED 

Headlines _ at  $ _ per  wk.  $ _ 

First  4  lines _ at  $  per  wk.  $ _ 

Each  additional  line  at  $ _ per  wk. 


Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1 .00/6  weeks 
Forward  Box  No.  at  $3.00/6  weeks 
Phone  Number  in  Personals  at  $1 .00 
3  months  forwarding  at  $5.00 


$_ 

$_ 

$_ 

$_ 

$_ 


TOTAL  ENCLOSED . $_ 

Neatly 


City 


State 


Address 


Zip 


Phone 


Signature  _ 

Account  No. 


Expiration  Date 


□  VISA 

□  MASTER  CHARGE 


GWM  26  into  wght  lifting,  out  of  doors, 
needs  same  to  share  sunny  2  bdrm  apt  nr 
Porter  Sq.  Responsible,  clean.  Call  eves 
776-6991 .  Serious  only, _ (39) 


GWF  in  late  50's,  quiet,  non-smoker 
wishes  roommate  to  share  apt.  Likes  out¬ 
doors.  animals,  pleasant  companionship. 
Box  307,  Sudbury,  MAPI 776. _ (39) 


3  DYKES  SEEK  FOURTH  FOR  LG 
Somerville  apt  near  Davis  Sq.  Rent  $90  +  . 
No  pets,  no  NUKES.  By  day  call  426-4469 
for  Jil  or  547-2302  for  Korey.  Leave 
number. 

Looking  to  move  May  1  or  June  1  into 
Back  Bay,  Beacon  Hill,  South  End.  If 
you'll  have  an  opening  in  your  apt.  or  will 
be  looking  also,  please  call  Porter  (moi.v 
ings),  661-6976. 

Two  feminist  lesbians  need  third  to  share 
nice  3  bdrm  apt  in  J.P.  nr  pond  &  Green 
Line.  $100/mo  +  util  &  sec.  dep.  NO 
smoke/drugs.  Avail  now  524-6196  (40) 

Beacon  Hill,  M  or  F  for  2  br  apt  w/M,  31. 
for  June  1-Aug.31  only  $125  + util.  Must 
be  responsible.  GCN  Box  31 . _ (41) 

M,  23  moving  to  Bostn  area  soon  to  begin 
dance  therapy  Master's  prog.,  seeks  sup¬ 
portive,  collective  living  sit.  with  playful, 
politically  aware,  non-sexist  people.  Cur¬ 
rently  inv.  w/S.E.  faggot  network,  RFD, 
contact  improv.  Write  David  Knudsen,  Rt 
5,  Bx  324,  Chapel  Hill,  NC  27514  (919) 
967-3379. _ (40) 

GWM  Harvard  law  stdt,  25  w/piano,  sks 
apt/house  2  share  or  rm  w/kt  fac  withn 
walking  dist.  of  Harvard  for  next  acad 
year:  Sept.  1,  '79-May  30,  '80.  Non-smok, 
Iks  sports  &  music.  Nice  guy.  Please  call 
498-5109.  Keep  trying. _ (41) 

GM  has  apt  to  share  on  the  Hill 
Pro-Feminist-  '  vegetarian  musician 
Wants  open  growing  man,  long-term 
Share  cooking  +  $125mo  + utilities 

Andrew.  Keep  trying.  367-9064, _ (37) 


4  lesbian  feminists  seek  woman  to  share 
our  home  in  Jamaica  Plain.  90  plus  util. 
Possible  sublet  or  perm.  Cali  524-6209.  (39) 


MOVERS 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 
Licensed-lnsured-Professional 
24  hrs./day — 7  days/wk. — No  O.T.  charges 
Local  Jobs— Local  Rates  354-2184 


APARTMENTS 


By  the  PRU,  clean,  attractive  1  bedroom 

apt,  heat  included.  Elec  stove,  rotriQ, 

warm,  friendly  bldg.  $210/mo.  Call 
267-7422. _ (39) 

Beacon  Hill  1  bedroom  apartment  with 
eat-in  kitchen  available  immed.  Includes 
heat  &  hot  water  $240  per  month.  Good 
people  only,  783-2100. _ (39) 

SOUTH  END  STUDIOS 
Studio  apartments,  renovated.  All  gay 
building,  laundry.  Shawmut  Ave.  Deposit 
reqd.  $175/mo  util  inc.  536-1613.  Keep  try- 
ing! ! !  Mornings  or  evenings. _ (39) 

SOUTH  END  CITY  HOSP  AREA 
1  rm  Ig  with  kitchenette  share  bath  $150 
per  mo,  all  util  incl.  Avail  May.  247-0570 
after  5  PM.  Wknds  any  time. _ (41) 


RESORTS 


COME  TO  PROVINCETOWN 

Find  out  why  so  many  guys  visit  Pro- 
vincetown  at  this  time  of  year.  Carl's 
Guest  House,  68  Bradford  St.,  Province- 
town,  MA  487-1650  (C) 

PROVINCETOWN  THIS  SUMMER? 

Let  us  fill  your  needs.  Rentals,  apts,  cot¬ 
tages,  sales,  whatever.  Across  from  Town 
Hall.  Kent  Coutinho,  Ed  Arruda.  Kent  Ed- 
wards  Real  Estate  487-1725.  (40) 


P'TOWN  SEASONAL  RENTALS 
To  women  only  —  cottage  $1250;  apt  inc 
utl  $1250.  Nr  beach/town  center.  Write 
Box  190,  Provincetown,  MA  02657  (40) 


Maine:  summer  rooms  for  women 
Islands/harbor  views.  Weekly  $100. 
Reservations.  (617)  876-6712.  (44) 


r 


GAY  GUEST  HOUSE  IN  VERMONT 
Come  relax  in  our  log  cabin  in  the  Green 
Mountains  of  southern  Vermont.  Our 
winter  season  was  so  enjoyable  and  suc¬ 
cessful  that  we  decided  to  continue 
through  the  summer.  Swimming,  tennis, 
horseback  riding  and  quiet  walks  are  all 
nearby.  Gay  disco  bar  in  the  vicinity. 
Comfortable  accommodations  with 
meals.  Singles,  doubles  and  groups  are 
welcome.  Call  for  rates.  (802)  436-2150. 

<!!) 


FOR  SALE 


BUSINESS  OPPORTUNITY 
Bar  good  location,  dance  floor  with  se 
vice  bar  and  lights,  full  kitchen  and  alar 
system,  established  gay  clientele.  Price 
to  sell.  Owner  (203)  354-641R  (4 


TELEPHONE  ANSWERING  SYSTEMS 
One  Phonemate,  still  in  original  carto 
one  Record-a-Call  Each  $75  Dav 
Stryker,  661-6975. 


JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 


AD  MANAGER 
Focus,  a  bi-monthly  journal  for  lesbians 
desperately  needs  a  willing  soul  to  garner 
ads.  No  pay,  but  lots  of  contacts  and 
good  deeds  done  Write  to  Focus  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Camb,  MA  02138  or  call 
259-0063  for  info 
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REPS  WANTED 

GCN  has  positions  open  for  advertising 
representatives.  Commission  available. 
Car  an  asset  but  not  a  must.  Call  John  at 
426-7042.  _  _ 

BOOKKEEPER/SECRE TARY  F O R 
growing,  innovative  laser  entertainment 
firm.  Must  be  familiar  with  a  one-write, 
single  entry  bookkeeping  system  and 
have  good  typing  skills.  Excellent  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  career  advancement.  Contact 
George  Fitzgerald,  Laser  Displays,  Inc. 
354-0567,  (40) 

COORDINATOR 

Tufts  Women's  Center  sks  pt  time  co¬ 
ordinator  for  admin,  organ.  &  program¬ 
planning  position.  Active  part,  in 
women’s  comm,  or  work  w/  women’s 
issues  necess.  We  sk  someone  w/org. 
skills  &  program  planning  exp.  Send 
resume  or  letter  by  Apr  30  to:  Tufts 
Women's  Ctr,  Tufts  Univ,  Medford,  MA 
02155  or  call  628-5000  x  702  for  info. 
Equal  Opp  Employer. _ (?) 

PIANO  PLAYER  FOR  P’TOWN 
Singer  needs  accomp  for  audition  job 
loose  improvise.  Good  ear  not  nec, 
trained.  Motwon  Disco  Gospel  Sam 
Cooke  Fats  Waller  Bessie  Smith 
266-3755. _ (39) 


Classifieds 


Writer  doing  article  on  Gay  people  at  Har- 
vard/Radcliffe  over  the  past  fifty  years. 
Anyone  with  info  or  experiences,  write 
Eric  Rofes,  45  Garden  St.  #6.  Boston,  MA 
02114. 


WOMEN  SOCCER  PLAYERS 
Fun-loving  women's  soccer  team  sks 
coach  for  skill  development.  Ability  to 
work  with  us,  skills  impt,  not  credentials. 
Summer  league.  524-6209.  (39) 

DENVER  IN  JULY 

NYC  person  wanted  for  housesitting 
Denver  July  12  to  Aug  3  in  exchange  for 
house  sitting  your  house  some  time  in 
fall.  GCN  Box  28. _ (39) 

USED  TEN  SPEED  BIKE  FOREIGN 
Make.  Call  Jil  426-4469.  Leave  no. 

RELIABLE  COMPUTER 
The  GCN  Subscription  Dept,  needs  a  con¬ 
sistently  available  machine  (for  develop¬ 
ment  and  one  run  per  week,  thereafter)  to 
process  its  subscriptions  for  updates, 
mailing  labels,  various  reports.  Required: 
FORTRAN,  line  printer,  enough  storage 
for  approx  375K  Bytes  —  tape  drives  pre¬ 
ferred  for  confidentiality.  If  you  can  help, 
pis  call  Bruce  McLay  at  661-1444  (w)  or 
427-2778  (h). 


CO-OP  JOB 

Collective  working  and  non-profit  food 
alternative  distribution  system  has  two 
full-time  staff  positions  open.  We  will  be 
hiring  a  bookkeeper  (full  charge  exper¬ 
ience  desirable),  and  a  warehouse  worker/ 
buyer.  Salaries  are  $150  per  week. 
Women  and  minorities  are  encouraged  to 
apply.  Application  period  ends  May  4. 
Write  for  job  description  and  hiring 
schedule.  NE  Food  Coop  Org,  129  Frank- 
linSt.,  Cambridge  02139. _ (40) 


PRISONERS 


Want  to  correspond  w/all  gay  people. 
5’8”,  150,  brn  e,  blk  h.  Very  handsome. 
David  Huffman  036538.  P.O.  Box  747, 
Starke,  FL  32091. _ (38) 


26,  born  Brooklyn,  NY,  single,  brn  e,  blk  h, 
6’4",  215.  Open-minded,  like  people,  very 
lonely,  love  sex,  will  get  out  within  4  mos. 
Wish  to  correspond  w/gays.  Looks,  age, 
'race  not  import.  Will  ans  all.  Kenneth  Cot¬ 
ton  017652,  P.O.  Box  221,  Raiford,  FL 
32083. _  (38) 


BM,  20,  5’6",  145,  getting  out  soon  in 
desperate  need  of  new  friends.  Joe  Wil¬ 
liams  B-23-A,  P.O.  Box  1500,  Cross  City, 
FL  32628. _ (38) 


WM  25,  5’5”,  150,  bl  e,  bind  h,  sincere 
broad-minded,  no  hangups,  sking  sincere 
relationship.  Darrell  Trout  059409-W-3- 
S-10,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL32091.  (38) 


17,  lonely,  sk  meaningful,  lasting  relation¬ 
ship.  James  A.  Burns,  152-312,  P.O.  Box 
45699,  Lucasville,  OH  45699. _ (38) 


WM,  29,  want  to  correspond  with  gay 
people.  5/10",  brn  h,  hazel  e,  very  athletic, 
love  camping,  water  &  snow  skiing,  sky 
diving,  flying,  etc.  From  Trinidad.  Robert 
Douglas  055498,  P.O.  Box  1100-1391, 
Avon  Park,  FL  33825. _ (38) 


AD  REPS 

Rapidly  expanding  Feminist  Monthly  has 
openings  for  P.T.-F.T.  reps.  Salary  based 
on  experience,  plus  15%  commission. 
661-3567.  (ex) 

FUNDRAISER  WANTED 
Quest:  a  feminist  quarterly  (a  501  (C)  (3) 
organization),  is  looking  for  a  fundraiser 
who  can  work  on  a  commissioned  basis. 
In  its  fifth  year,  Quest  is  an  independent 
journal  publishing  feminist  theory  and 
political  analysis.  Join  us  in  a  unique 
work  experience.  Our  only  requirement  is 
enthusiasm!  Contact:  Alexa  Freeman, 
P.O.  Box  8843,  Washington,  D  C.  20003. 
(202)293-1347. _ (exch' 


FUNDRAISER  WANTED 

Earn  a  commission  raising  funds  for  the 
Mass.  Caucus  for  Gay  Legislation.  Ex¬ 
citing  part-time  work.  Call  after  3,  M-Th  at 
742-4811.  Thank  you. 


ATTENTION 

If  you  are  harassed  as  a  result  of  an  ad 
placed  in  GCN  classifieds,  please  let  us 
know  the  name,*  address,  etc.  of  the 
person  involved  and  we  will  take  appro- 
priate  action. 


We  get  many  requests  from  gays  in’ 
prison  to  put  pen  pal  ads  in  for  them. 
Limited  space  prevents  us  from  printing 
as  many  of  these  ads  as  we  would  like  to, 
since  the  prisoners  do  not  have  the  funds 
to  pay  for  their  ads.  We  will  print  more  if 
anyone  out  there  is  willing  to  contribute. 
For  each  $3  we  receive  we  can  print  one 
more  pen  pal  ad.  Send  checks  to  Penpals, 
GCN  Box  k92. _  (c) 


23,  6’3”,  167,  blk  h,  brn  e.  Sincere,  broad¬ 
minded,  no  hangups.  Sk  sincere  relation¬ 
ship  w/gays.  Send  photo.  Will  ans  all. 
Charles  Daniels  C-009715,  Main  Unit, 
W-3-N-5,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091. 

(38) 


BM,  33,  5’6",  220,  would  like  correspon¬ 
dence,  very  lonely.  Cleveland  Tillman 
025427,  63-210,  P.O.  Box  221,  Raiford,  FL 
32083. _ (38) 


[ORGANIZATIONS 


ATTENTION  PRISONERS 
If  you  want  us  to  print  your  ads,  please 
write  very  neatly  and  plainly.  Print  or  use 
typewriter  If  possible.  Fancy,  small  or 
closely-packed  writing  is  unreadable  and 
letters  so  written  will  be  discarded  from 
now  on. 


Bi,  blond  h,  hazel  e,  good  complexion,  6’, 
160.  Will  ans  all  w /  a  smile.  James 
Buehler  062519,  P.O.  Box  221—7  2-120, 
Raiford,  FL  32083. _ (36) 


WANTED 


Young  man  wishes  to  live  in  country. 
Hold  real  estate  license,  no  experience. 
Like  to  carpenter.  Farm  experience. 
Small  savings.  David  Stanley,  2  Centre 
Place,  Roxbury,  MA02119. _ (32x) 


19,  want  very  much  someone  to  write  and 
love  when  I  get  out.  Larry  Williams 
042407,  T-3-N-11,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL 
32091. _ (36) 


JSeek  correspondence  w/gay  people.  25, 
5’8”,  brn  h  &  e.  In  prison  for  possession  of 
hash  &  opium,  getting  out  in  7  mos. 
Sheldon  Luther  048483,  P.O.  Box  747, 
Starke,  FL  32091. _ (37) 


Mark  A.  Robinson  037250,  P.O.  Box  500, 
Olustee,  FL  32072. _ (37) 


AFFIRMATION 

For  United  Methodist  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Male  Concerns— New  England  Chapter/ 
For  information  and/or  support  reply  to 
GCN  Box  985  

Reston  Gay  Rap  Group  meets  twice  a 
month,  1st  Friday,  3rd  Tuesday  each 
month.  Get  it  all  together!  Browns 
Chapel,  Rte.  606,  Reston,  MA  22090. 

(VI 1/23) 


BOSTON  GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  EXODUS  MASS, 
a  liturgy  for  gay  and  concerned  Catholics, 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street  Church 
(Boston),  Boylston  St.  entrance,  at  5:30 
p.m.  For  info,  contact  Dignity/Boston,  355 
Boylston  St.,  Boston,  MA  02114.  Tel. 
.536-6518.  :  _ (7-10) 

NH  LAMBDA 

Box  1043— Concord,  NH  03301. 332-4440, 
889-1416,  224-3785,  399-4927.  A  statewide 
lesbian  organization,  meeting  the  third 
Saturday  of  every  month.  Support,  educa- 
tion  and  political  action,  since  1976. 

Free-lance  writers:  Don’t  agonize,  organ¬ 
ize!  New  action-sharing  group  forming. 
Send  card  or  letter  to  Box  434,  Cambridge 
02138.  nclude  resume,  if  possible,  and 
phone.  Write  on! _ (39) 


April  CLEARSPACE  Events 
:  20  Women’s  Dance  BYOB  $1  8:30pm 

21  Softball  Practice  —  Open  to  all  — 
M&W  —  Meet  at  Center  at  9:30am 

22  Steering  Committee  Mtg.  2-5pm 

23  Coming  Out  Intro  7-8pm 

25  Women’s  Concerns  (NOW  Lesbian 
Task  Force  —  CR  Kit)  Presentation 
8pm 

26  Fundraising  Com.  Mtg.  7-9pm 

26  Education  Com.  Mtg.  8pm 

27  Coffee  House  Nite  $1  8pm 

28  Mystery  Night  7pm 

29  Men’s  Painting  &  Photography 
Exhibit  and  Sale  $1  don.  2-5pm 

29  Batik  Workshop  2-5pm 

29  Bowling  &  Brunch  11am  (meet  at 
center  at  10:30) 

30  Drop-In  Center  1-4pm 
30  Coming  Out  Intro  7-8pm 

May 

3  Drop-In  Center  8-1 1pm 
3  Fundraising  Com.  Mtg.  7:30pm 
5  Women’s  Picnic  and  Hayride  — 
Walden  Pond  12  noon 

5  Our  Minds  &  Bodies  Wkshp.  4-6pm 

6  Steering  Committee  Mtg.  2-5pm 

7  Coming  Out  Intro  7-8pm 
10  Drop-In  Center  8-1 1pm 
10  Fundraising  Mtg.  7:30pm 

10  Education  Com.  Mtg.  8pm 

11  HAROLD  LLOYD  movies  M&W 
$1  —  BYO  Wine  —  8pm 

12  Our  Minds  &  Bodies  Wkshop  4-6pm 

13  Men’s  Bike  Ride  &  Picnic  10am 
Beaverbrook  in  Waltham 

20  2nd  ANNUAL  AUCTION 
at  Somewhere 
$1  —  Starts  at  4pm 
VOLUNTEERS  &  STAFFERS  NEEDED 

CLEARSPACE  (617)  876-0215 
485  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA  02139 

NGTF  NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing  gay 
civil  rights  group  in  the  country!  The  Na¬ 
tional  Gay  Task  Force  works  with  a  pro¬ 
fessional  staff  on  media  representation, 
national  legislation,  information  clearing¬ 
house,  religious  reforms,  corporate  non¬ 
discrimination  statements,  more!  Help 
support  our  work  —  join  now.  $20  mem¬ 
bership  ($5  limited  income)  includes 
Newsletter.  NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave.  Rm.  1601 
New  York,  NY  10011. 

SUPPORT  LESBIAN  MOTHERS 
Lesbian  Mothers  National  Defense  Fund, 
2446  Lorentz  Place,  W.  Seattle,  WA 
98109.  (206)  282-5798.  Membership  S5.0Q. 

In  New  Jersey,  the  Gay  Activist  Alliance/, 
Morris  County  meets  every  Monday  at1 
8:30  p.m.  using  facilities  of  Unitarian  Fel¬ 
lowship,)  Normandy  Heights  Rd..  Mor- 
ristown,  NJ,  Info:  (20 1 )  691-0388. 


Metropolitan  Community  Church  of  Bos¬ 
ton,  services  each  Sunday  at  7:00  p.m. 
(hymn  sing  6:45),  131  Cambridge  St.,  Bos¬ 
ton  (Old  West  Church).  Edward  T. 
Hougen,  pastor.  Office  523-7664.  All  per¬ 
sons  are  welcome. 


-New  England  Dar  Guide 


METROPOLITAN  C CTMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  WORCESTER 

Church  service  at  2  Wellington  St.,  7pm 
Sundays.  Potluck  Supper  and  Commun¬ 
ion  every  Weds  at  7  pm^753-8360. 
BOSTON  UNITARIAN  UNIVERSALIST 
GAYS  AND  LESBIANS  (BUUGL),  an  inclu¬ 
sive  group  of  religious  liberals  working  to 
provide  opportunities  for  community 
building  among  lesbians  and  gay  men, 
meets  every  Sunday  evening  at  the  Ar¬ 
lington  St.  Church,  355  Boylston  St.,  at 
7:00  p.m.  Lesbians  especially  welcome. 
For  more  infor  call  Bob  Wheatley  at 
742-2100.  (D49) 

IDENTITY  HOOSE 

Lesbian,  gay,  bi,  peer  counselling  and 
groups.  Rap  groups:  2:30-5PM  Sat  for 
women,  and  Sun  for  men.  Free  walk-in 
counselling,  Sun-Tues  6-10  PM.  Dona¬ 
tions  accepted.  544  Ave  of  Americas, 
NYC.  212-243-8181.  Jfr) 

GAY  SWITCHBOARD  OF  NYC 
When  you're  in  New  York,  give  us  a  calf 
for  the  latest  information  on  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  events,  which  bars  to  go  to,  where  to 
stay,  what  group  to  contact,  and  which 
businesses  to  patronize.  Call  us  to  rap  or 
just  to  say  hello.  (212)  777-1800,  from  3, 
pm  until  midnight. _ (20j 


PUBLICATIONS 


NEWS  CORRESPONDENTS  WANTED 
from  all  over  for  Gaysweei r  to  send  clip¬ 
pings  from  local  press  and  write  occa¬ 
sional  features.  Needed  especially  in 
IN,  IA,  KS,  KY,  Ml,  NE,  NM,  PR, 
TX,  Wl.  For  info  write  Gaysweek,  216 
West  18  Street,  NY,  NY  10014  (ex, 

GAY  BOOKS— BOUGHT  &  SOLD 
62  page  catalog  of  3700  scarce  works  $2 
refundable  with  first  purchase.  Elyisian 
Fields,  Booksellers,  81-13GCN,  Broad¬ 
way,  Elmhurst,  NY  1 1373.  (40) 

FOCUS 

Focus:  a  bi-monthly  journal  for  lesbians. 
$8.00  per  year,  $1.35  per  individual  copy. 
1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA  02138. 
Publishes  fiction,  poetry,  reviews, 
essays,  graphics.  Editorial  meetings  first 
Monday  of  every  other  month  (Apr,  June, 
etc.)  at  8  p.m.  Call  259-0063  for  info.  We 
need  writers  and  production  people.  A 
good  place  to  learn  how  to  put  a  maga¬ 
zine  together.  Also  need  ad  manager 
desperately. 


GAY  SCENE  —  The  Picture  Homophile 
Monthly  in  8th  Year  of  Publication.  News 
From  Everywhere;  Movement  News; 
King's  Reviews  (Stage,  Screen,  Book  & 
T.V.);  D.D.’s  Best  Bets;  Lesbian  Life;  Arti¬ 
cles;  Nude  Plaything  of  the  Month;  Reli¬ 
gious  News;  Personals;  and  More.  Send 
$1  for  sample  copy,  $8.00  for  12  issues  (in 
Plain  Envelope)  to:  REGIMENT,  Box  247, 
Grand  Central  Sta.,  NYC  10017. _ 

Before  you  stop  trying  to  find  a  lover  try 
us.  Advice,  Fantasies,  Personals.  Twelve 
issues  $10;  sample  $1.  You’re  Not  Alone, 
P.O.  Drawer  8398CH,  Atlanta,  GA  30306. 

'  (c) 


CONNECTICUT 


LEWISTON 


HARTFORD 


NICK’S  CAFE  HOUSE 
1943  Broad  St.  (203)  522-1933 
THE  WAREHOUSE  CAFE 
61  Woodbine  St. 

CHEZ-EST 
238  Columbus  Blvd. 
EVERGREEN 
Webster  St. 

(women) 

NEW  HAVEN 


BLUE  SWAN 
Canal  St. 

OGUNQU1T 


ANABEL’S 

Rte.  1  (at  Maine  St.) 

(207)  646-8453 

ORONO 


PARTNFR  ,(n 

365  Crown  St.  (203)  624-5510 
(separate  women’s  room) 
NOBODY’S  FAULT 
334  W'halley  Ave. 

DUNGEON 

130  Crown  St.  (203)  776-6404 
(leather  &  levis;  men) 

THE  PUB  CAFE 

168  York  (203)  789-8612 

PARKWAY 

1574  Chapel  St.  (203)  776-1608 

NEW  LONDON 


LUNA  BASE  ONE 
Rte.  2  (disco;  mixed) 

PORTLAND 


PHOENIX 

83  Oak  St.  (207)  773-5695 
ONE  WAY 
10  Union  Place 
ROLAND’S  TAVERN 
413A  Cumberland  Ave. 
(207)  772-9159 


MASSACHUSETTS 


BOSTON 


FRANK’S  PLACE 
9  Tilley  St. 

SALTY  DOG 
Pequot  Ave. 

NEW  MILFORD 


THE  ANSWER  CAFE 
235  Danbury  Rd.  Rte.  7 

WATERBURY 


CLUB  CAFE 
384  W.  Main  St. 

WESTPORT 


THE  BROOK 
919  Boston  Post  Rd. 
(203)  226-6204 
VINCENT’S  DISCO 
925  State  St.  East 


East 


MAINE 


AUGUSTA 


FLO’S  TAVERN 
N.  Belfast  Ave.  (Rte.  7) 
(207)  622-4393 


BOSTON  EAGLE 
88  Queensberry  St.  247-9586 
Leather.  Men.  Thurs.  Club  Nite,  Sunday 
Brunch  3PM.  Movies  Mon.  &  Tues.  8PM 
THE  BAR 

252  Boylston  St.  247-9308 
Disco  dancing,  mostly  men. 

CHAPS 

27  Huntington  Ave.  266-7778 
Men. 

DARTS 

271  Dartmouth  St.  536-8200 
Dancing.  Mostly  men. 

DELIVERY  ENTRANCE 
At  The  House  Restaurant 
12  Wilton  St.,  Allston  783-5701 
Men  &  Women.  “It’s  Different” 

HARRY’S  PLACE 
45  Essex  St. 

Dancing.  Men. 

HERBIE’S  RAMROD  ROOM 

1254  Boylston  St.  266-2986 

Leather.  Men.  Sunday  Brunch  7PM  Thurs. 

JACQUES 

79  Broadway  338-7502 
Mixed.  Dancing. 

NAPOLEON  CLUB 
S2  Piedmont  St.  338-7547 
Dancing  Fri.,  Sat.,  Sun.  Men. 


PL  iYLAND 
21  Essex  St. 

Men  (some  Women) 

119  MERRIMAC 

119  Merrimac  St.  523-8960 

Dancing.  Men.  Tues. -Thurs.  Buffet  9-1 1PM 

SAINTS 

(Call  354-8807)  Women 
SOMEWHERE 
295  Franklin  St.  423-7730 
Disco  Dancing,  Mixed. 

Sunday  Brunch  12-2PM 
SPORTER’S  CAFE 
228  Cambridge  St. 

Men.  Movies  Mon.,  5PM 
Sunday  Brunch  3PM 
TOGETHER 
1 10  Boylston  St. 

Disco  Dancing.  Mixed. 

1270 

1270  Boylston  St.  261-1257 
Disco  Dancing.  Mixed  (mostly  Men) 

BROCKTON  

ENRICO’S  LOUNGE 
20  Legion  Pkwy 
(617)  588-9716  ' 

BOB’S  PLACE 
44  Centre  St. 

(617)  588-9976 

CAMBRIDGE _ _ 

PARADISE 

180  Massachusetts  Ave.  864-4130 
Talking,  mostly  Men 

LOWELL 

COSMOPOLITAN  CAFE 
511  Market  St. 

LYNN _ _ 

FRAN’S  PLACE 
776  Washington  St. 

(617)  595-8961 
MR.  DOMINIC’S 
34-36  Central  Ave. 

(617)  595-9051 

NEW  BEDFORD 


THE  R&R  CLUB 
78  Covel  St. 

(617)  995-8247 

NORTHAMPTON 


MANCHESTER 


THE  GAYLA 
Main  St. 

PROVINCETOWN 


TUDOR  CAFE 

361  Pine  St.  (603)  623-9310 

NORTH  CONW  AY 


THE  ATLANTIC  HOUSE 
Masonic  Place 
(617)  487-3821 

THE  CROWN  AND  ANCHOR 
247  Commercial  St. 


CAFE  MUSE  &  CAPTAIN  QUIG’S 
Main  St.  (603)  356-2313 

PORTSMOUTH 


SEA  PORT  CLUB 

Rt.  1  Bypass  (603)  436-9451 


THE  TOWN  HOUSE 
291  Commercial  St. 

(617)  487-0292 
MS.  247 

247  Commercial  St. 
(Women) 

THE  PIED  PIPER 
193 A  Commercial  St. 

(617)  487-1527 
(Women) 

POST  OFFICE  CABARET 
303  Commercial  St. 

(617)  487-0098 

RANDOLPH 


RHODE  ISLAND 


CENTRAL  FALLS 


MARTY’S 

176  Railroad  St.  (401)  728-5460 

NEWPORT 


THE  VENETIAN  ROOM 
5  Farwell  St.  (401)  847-1748 
DAVID’S 

28  Prospect  Hill  (401)  847-9698 

PROVIDENCE 


RANDOLPH  COUNTRY  CLUB 
(617)  963-9809 


SPRINGFIELD 


THE  FRONTIER 
19  Pearl  St. 

THE  PUB 
382  Dwight  St. 
ARBOR  LOUNGE 
Washington  St. 

TYNGSBORO 


DiROCCO’S  CABARET 
Frost  Rd.  (Rte.  3A) 

(617)  649-9186 

WORCESTER 


FIFE  AND  DRUM 
123  W'eybosset 
THE  GALLERY 
194  Richmond  St. 

M1RABAR 
109  Eddy  St. 

LA  BOHEME 

83  Dorrance  St.  (401)  621-8681 

SM1THFIELD 

THE  LOFT 

Farnum  Pike  (401)  231-1180 

WOONSOCKET _ 

THE  HIGH  ST.  CAFE 
281  High  St.  (401)  762-9740 


FRIENDS  AND  LOVERS 
145  N.  Front  St. 

(617)  993-9436 

THE  MEETING  PLACE 

1447  Acushnet  Ave. 

(617)  994-7674 


ISAIAH’S 
1 1  Thomas  St. 

THE  MAIL  BOX 

282  Main  St.  (413)  752-8992 

Disco,  Mixed. 


VERMONT 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE 


BELLOWS  FALLS 

ANDREW’S  INN 
(802)  436-3966 

BRATTLEBORO 

FLAT  ST.  DISCO 
(Gay  crowd  on  Wed.) 


The  deadline  for  Calendar  Items  Is  Tuesday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue. 


21  sot 

Boston  —  Outhere!  Gay  youth  are  hitting  the 
South  End  for  a  flavorful  afternoon.  Places  in¬ 
clude  the  Afro-American  Museum,  Harriet 
Tubman  House,  Piano  Factory  and  the  Mapor- 
ium.  Noon  to  5pm  (leaving  at  1:30)  335 
Boylston. 

Chicago  —  Lincoln  Park  Lagooners  are  hold¬ 
ing  an  Initiation  Party  (guaranteed  to  be  the 
sleaziest  event  of  the  season).  10pm  'til  dawn 
and  beyond  (312)  878-7612  for  info  on  loca¬ 
tion,  etc. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian/gay  softball  prac¬ 
tice  game.  Weet  at  Clearspace  at  9:30am. 
Come  if  yot/re  interested  in  joining  the  team 
of  just  for  '  in  and  exercise.  485  Mass  Ave. 
876-0215 


22  sun 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdanc¬ 
ing.  Peabody  Rm,  Philips  Brooks  House,  Har¬ 
vard.  12:30-3pm. 

Miami,  FL  —  Second  Conference  on  Develop¬ 
ing  a  Positive  Gay  IdentiTy.  See  News  Notes 
last  issue  for  details. 

Boston  —  Continuing  Work  Against  Racism 
—  a  women's  community  workshop  at  Infants 
and  Other  People,  464  Tremont  St.  (at  Berke¬ 
ley  St.)  1-6pm.  Wheelchair  accessible.  Child¬ 
care  provided.  Anyone  interested  in  facilitat¬ 
ing  workshop  call  623-0138. 

Boston  —  Boston  Unitarian  Universalist  Gays 
and  Lesbians  present  Robin  MacCormack,  the 
mayor's  liaison  with  the  gay  community. 
Clarke  Rm,  2nd  fl,  Boylston  St.  entrance  to 
Arlington  St.  Chruch,  7pm. 

Philadelphia  —  Gay  Cultural  Festival  presents 
'A  night  of  dance,  mime  and  music'  at-C.A. 
Aud.  3601  Locust  Walk.  $3.  8pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  'Closet  Space’  (WCAS  740 
AM)  presents  'Alive!',  a  contemporary 
women's  jazz  ensemble,  performing  and  talk¬ 
ing  about  their  work.  10am. 

Somerset,  MA  —  Dignity  Providence  presents 
a  Spring  Banquet  at  the  Condessa,  3129 
County  St.,  Rte.  138.  Rev.  Thomas  Oddo, 
guest  speaker.  Donation  $10.  5pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Red  Bookstore  presents  a 
poetry  reading  with  Camille  Norton,  Ellen 
Stone  and  Robbie  Rosenberg.  136  River  St., 
near  Central  Square.  Donation  $1.25  or  bring 
baked  goods. 


20  mon 

Boston  —  Boston  Area  Planning  Meeting  for 
the  Mass.  Statewide  Conf.  on  the  March  on 
Washington  (see  5/5).  Meet  to  discuss  the 
coming  conference,  plan  discussions,  work¬ 
shops,  speakers.  Your  help  is  needed!  GCN 
Office,  22  Bromfield,  7:30pm 


24  tues 

New  York  City  —  West  Side  Discussion 
Group.  'Out  of  a  job.  No  fun.  Where  do  you 
turn?'  The  group  will  be  led  in  a  discussion  of 
available  resources.  All  women  are  welcome. 
Contribution  $2.  26  9th  Ave.  8:30pm 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Dykes  Against  Nukes 
study- action  group  meeting  at  Cambridge 
Women's  Center.  7pm.  Info:  Jil,  666-2298 

Boston  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Week  gen¬ 
eral  meeting.  All  committees  (parade,  work¬ 
shops,  outreach/advertising,  fundraising). 
More  help  needed!  Come  to  Glad  Day  Book¬ 
shop,  22  Bromfield  (2nd  fl.)  7pm.  Info: 
661-8068. 

Baltimore  —  Dignity  Liturgy  at  8pm.  Social  to 
follow.  Corpus  Chrlsti  Church.  Mt.  Royal  &  La¬ 
fayette  Sts. 

25  wed 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Clearspace  Women’s  Con¬ 
cerns  meeting  at  7pm.  At  8pm  guest  speakers 
from  NOW/Lesbian  Task  Force  will  present 
the  NOW/Lesbian  Consciousness  Raising  Kit. 
485  Mass  Ave.  876-0215 
Baltimore,  MD  —  Dignity  Liturgy  at  8pm.  Soc¬ 
ial  to  follow.  Corpus  Christl  Church,  Mt.  Royal 
and  Lafayette  Sts. 

Philadelphia  —  Gay  Cultural  Festival  presents 
an  evening  with  Phyllis  Kline,  feminist  sing¬ 
er/musician  at  St.  Mary’s  Parish  Hall,  8pm.  $3 
Burlington,  VT  —  New  England  Gay  Students 
Conference,  April  27-29,  with  workshops,  po¬ 
etry,  speakers  (including  Flo  Kennedy,  Allen 
Young  and  Karla  Jay),  disco  dance.  Pre-regis¬ 
tration  recommended.  Bring  your  musical  in¬ 
struments  and  poems.  Write:  Gay  Student 
Union,  U.  of  Vermont,  Billings  Student  Center, 
Burlington,  VT  05401. 

26  thurs 

New  York  City  —  West  Side  Discussion 
Group:  Gays  and  Witchcraft  —  The  Puzzle  of 
Homophobia  Through  the  Centuries.  Featur¬ 
ing  Richard  Plant,  New  School  lecturer.  Uni¬ 
sex.  26  9th  Ave.  at  14th  St.  $2  donation.  8:30pm 

27  fri 

Boston  —  Boston  Center  for  the  Arts  pre¬ 
sents  The  Maids  by  Jean  Genet  at  the  Little 
Flags  Theatre,  551  Tremont.  Tickets  $2.50, 
available  at  the  door.  8pm  every  Friday  and 
Saturday  until  May  5. 

Boston  —  Paul  Monette,  novelist  and  poet 
{Taking  Care  of  Mrs.  Carroll )  will  read  and 
socialize  at  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  22  Bromfield, 
2nd  fl.  8pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Clearspace  Coffeehouse 
Night  starting  at  8pm.  Come  and  share  your 
talents  in  a  relaxed,  friendly  atmosphere.  Men 
and  women.  Donation  $1.  485  Mass  Ave. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Amaranth  presents 
Therese  Edell  ('From  Women's  Faces')  2 
shows,  7  and  9pm.  134  Hampshire.  Tickets 
$3.50  in  advance  from  Amaranth. 

26  sot 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Men's  Childcare  Collective 
conference  on  Men  and  Women's  Growing  In¬ 
dependence.  Workshops,  panel,  culture  and 
food.  Participating  groups  include  Wages  for 
Housework  Campaign,  Payday,  Emerge, 
Boston  Men's  Center.  Men  and  women  in¬ 
vited.  Harvard  Divinity  School,  45  Francis  Ave, 
Harvard  Sq.  Info:  492-5211.  FREE.  1-6pm. 

New  York  City  —  Association  of  Libertarian 
Feminists  in  conjunction  with  the  Gay  Men’s 
Alliance  of  Hunter  College  will  be  sponsoring 
an  anarchist  feminist  conference  at  the  Royal 
Park  Hotel.  Workshops  on  current  aspects  of 
ay  anarchism  and  literature  will  be  available, 
egistration  begins  at  11am.  $3  contribution. 

Boston  —  Chlltern  Mt.  Club  will  lour  the 
Emerald  Necklace  by  bicycle.  Call  Sturgis 
Haskins  for  details,  227-6167. 

Boston  —  Outhere!  Committee  for  Gay  Youth 
is  venturing  into  nature  at  Pond  Meadow  Park, 
Braintree.  Noon  to  5  (leaving  Boston  at  2).  355 
Boylston.  21  and  under  only. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdanc¬ 
ing.  Peabody  Rm.,  Phillips  Brooks  House;  3rd 
fl.  Harvard  Yard.  2:30-5pm. 

New  Haven,  CT  —  Therese  Edell,  Betsy  Lip- 
pett  and  Maureen  O'Donnell  in  a  benefit  con¬ 
cert  for  New  Haven  Women's  Center.  YWCA, 
48  Howe  St.  Tickets  $4.50.  Open  to  all.  Song- 
signed  for  the  deaf.  777-2191. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Boston  NOW  and  the  As¬ 
soc.  of  Women  Students  at  MIT  present  ‘The 
Women's  Movement:  A  Forum  on  the  Future' 
with  Flo  Kennedy,  Gloria  Steinem,  Kate  Mil- 
lett,  Jean  O'Leary  and  others.  Sat.  and  Sun.  at 
1pm  on  the  MIT  campus,  77  Mass.  Ave.  (main 
building)  Room  10-25o.  Tickets  $3  or  $4. 

29  sun 

Tyngsboro,  MA  —  Benefit  for  GCN  at  DiRoc- 
co's,  Frost  Rd.  (see  ad  this  issue  for  direc¬ 
tions);  all  day  entertainment:  magic-,  hypno¬ 
tist,  female  impersonation,  dance  contest. 
Champagne  and  crepe  brunch  12-3pm.  Spa¬ 
ghetti  dinner  7pm.  Admission  $3. 

Boston  —  WROR  (98.5FM)  presents  another 
in  its  series  on  gay  rights  under  the  law.  10pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  The  men  of  Clearspace  will 
hold  an  art  and  photography  exhibit  and  sale 
from  2-5pm  at  the  center,  485  Mass  Ave  (4th  fl). 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Clearspace  Bowling  and 
Brunch,  10:30am  meet  at  the  center,  485 
Mass.  Ave.  (4th  fl). 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space  (WCAS,  740 
AM)  presents  'On  Being  Black  and  Lesbian'. 
Two  women  talk  about  the  double  oppression 
felt  by  black  lesbians.  10am. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Jewish  Lesbians  (non-reli¬ 
gious)  have  open  discussions  on  the  second 
and  last  Sunday  of  every  month.  Working  to 
understand  racism.  Childcare  provided.  4-6pm 
at  the  Cambridge  Women’s  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St. 

New  York  City  —  Gay  Atheists  League  of 
America  (GALA)  present  'Religion  and  Gay  l 
Liberation:  Or  Is  There  Integrity  and  Can  There 
Be  Dignity  for  Thelstlc  Lesbians  and  Gays?’ 
156  5th  Av.  (Rm  505),  20th  St.  entrance.  Ring 
the  bell.  5pm.  Info:  (212)  260-3944 

00  mon 

Philadelphia  —  Walt  Whitman  Democratic 
Club  will  hold  semi-annual  benefit  dinner  at 
Black  Banana  Cafe,  3rd  &  Race  Sts.  8pm.  Fea¬ 
turing  Judge  Lynn  Abraham,  Frank  Ford,  and 
candidates  for  mayor,  city  council  and  city 
commissioner.  Followed  by  a  chic  disco. 
Tickets  $35.  (215)  735-0904. 

1  tues 

Boston  —  Silver  Slippers  and  Sneakers  Bene¬ 
fit  for  Gay  Legislation  and  the  Gay  Business 
Assoc.  (Artists,  performers  ar.d  organizations 
needed  to  present  tables  of  crafts,  make 
music,  etc.  Call  247-3431.)  53  Tremont  St. 
6pm-2am.  $5  donation. 

Worcester,  MA  —  Buffet  and  Lecture  with 
GLAD  (Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defen¬ 
ders).  Buffet  at  7  followed  by  lecture  at  8. 
Isaiah's,  11  Thomas  St.  Call  MCC:  753-8360-.  , 

New  York  City  —  West  Side  Discussion 
Group  presents  'Compulsive  eating’  featuring 
Beverly  Goff,  MSW,  psychotherapist.  Women 
only.  $2  donation.  26  9th  Ave.  at  14th  St 
8:30pm 

4  fri 

Northampton,  MA  —  Janice  Raymond,  Prof, 
of  Women's  Studies  at  Hampshire  College, 
will  be  visiting  Womonfyre  Books  from  4-6pm, 
and  talking  about  her  new  book,  Transsexual 
Empire.  Refreshments. 

Boston  —  Sweet  Corn  presents  premiere  per¬ 
formance  of  ‘Inseparable  Pieces:  A  Sequence 
of  Power  Plays'  to  benefit  the  Metropolitan 
Community  Church,  Old  West  Church,  131 
Cambridge  St.  7:30pm.  $5  donation.  523-7664. 

5  sot 

Minneapolis  —  Families  of  Gays  and  Lesbian 
present  3rd  Annual  Workshop  at  Neighbor¬ 
hood  Counseling  Center,  1801  Nicollet  Ave. 
So  From  8:30am  on.  Info:  340-7458 

Boston  —  Mass.  Statewide  Conference  on 
Lesbian  and  Gay  People's  March  on  Washing¬ 
ton.  Caucuses,  committee  work,  speakers, 
discussions.  Arlington  St.  Church.  Please  pre¬ 
register  by  sending  the  requested  fee  of  $5  to 
March  on  Washington,  GCN  Box  20,  22  Brom¬ 
field,  Boston  02108.  The  conference  will  be 
held  from  9am-5pm. 
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